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“ In September 1880, the Superintending Engineer, Public Works Dzpartment, asked the
Local Funde%oard whether they would take over the ghit trace as Government would not make
any further grant from Provincial funds. : :
“ In October 1880, the Local Fund Board were of opinion that unless Government contri-
buted largely, and was also assisted by the plant?s, the work would have to b‘i abandoned.
* * -

« This resolution was communicated to Government, who, in November 1880, refused to
make any grant from Provincial funds.

« Thus we find that the Local Fund Board have allotted Rs. 4,328 and Government have
allotted Rs. 6,200, total Rs. 10,528. x

« The tolls on the Salem and Ahtar ghits yield an annnal revenue of about Rs. 850, whereas
the annual allotment for the upkeep of the ghits is Rs. 3,000.” :

5. No estimates are to be found in the Collector’s office here, but the estimate for
the ghdt, as framed by Major Montgomerie, is stated to have be(?n Rs. 1,00,000,
Captain Bailey’s estimate to have been Rs. 64,000, and Mr. Mahony’s Rs. 73,500, in
addition to the Rs. 10,528 already spent jointly by Government and the Local Fund
Board. With regard to this latter ostimate Mr. H. E. Stokes has recorded the
following remarks :— : :
« My. Mahony's Rough Estimate to 18 feet roadicay.

RS.
« 121 miles, at Rs. 2,000 per mile, earthwork ... e 26,000
Side and catch drains, at Re. 500 per mile ... .. o e 6,250

. Bla‘ting (a g“m) Rl “ve cee > B e o 30,000
Dams for three large streams ... M) 1# {11
Compensation ... ek e 8,000
Sundries ...~ eee s i)
68,500

Revetment and parapets e 8,000

Total ... 73,500

« This is entirely exclusive of the work now being done.

«To have it 12 feet roadway where there is rock, which would never be for more than a
furlong, would take off about 20,000.

« My, Mahony has taken very high rates.”
1t seems probable therefore that under an econommical, skilful officer the further
work to be done on the road may be lessened in cost.

6. The first subseription list sent to me from the Planters’ Association has reached
Rs. 2505, but Mr. Lechler expressed himself sanguine at the special meeting of raising
a much larger sum. I am writing to the Secretary of the Association to have ever

e T G i <L it

exertion made without delay to increase the list, and have it closed as soon as possible,

in order that Government may be in a position to judge of the total amount that would | v
fall on Provincial funds. i

7. The District Engineer has been asked to furnish me with the estimates
allnded to.

—

ENCLOSURE.

Proceedings of the Local Fund Board, Salem Circle, at their Special Meeting held 8t Salem on
Tuesday the 11th December 1883.

. it - et

Read G.0s., Nos. 2109 and 2458, Finandial, dated 22nd September and 25th October 1883,

respectively, requesting the President, Local Fund Board, Salem, to report on the subject of the

rovision of a cart-road to Yercaud, and the extent to which the Local Board are prepared to aid
in this matter. T :
Read also President’s minute, dated 5th December 1883, pointing out certain reasons as to
whg Local and Provincial funds should contribute a large share of the cost of making this roaq,
and suggesting that the Local Fund Board should subscribe during this year and next Rs. 42,000
for the purpose.
The Board determine to pass the sum of Rs. 34,000 to be pr_on'ded ont of the funds availahle
during 1854-85 and 1885-86 for this work, being half of what 1s understood to be the balance :
required minus what the Plantin Association are likely to raise, as stated by Mr Lechler at this ‘[
meeting. This sum they can ouly provide on the understanding that Government will provide k
:
l
|

*

o v.,.-m’”nh-»”,,.- P e ot & o A

91sr Marce 1884, No. 866 W., Pusiic WoRrks. 3

P B

A AR b i B e e A B A AP A e

from Provincial funds the balance required to oomgtete the work, and will place the expenditure
under a special officer whase salary should also be borne by Provincial funds, and whose services
should be continued, if possible, up to the completion of the work.

Feom C. W. W. MARTIN, Esq, President of the Local Fund Board, Salem, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, dated 9th February 1884, No. 310.

With reference to paragraph 7 of my letter, No. 8749, dated 19th December
1883, T have the honor to report that, as far as can be ascertained, there were no com-
plete regular estimates for the cost of making the Yercaud bandy ghéit road, and

that those * quoted by Mr. Stokes seem to

* Vide paragraph 5 of my letter. be only approximate. :

e e

No. 369, Financial.
Transferred to the Public Works Departinent, with original notes.

(Signed)  E. F. WEBSTER,

Forr S1. GEORGE, Chief Secretary.

22nd February 1884.

SR

OrpEr—dated 31st March 1884, No. 866 W., Public Works.

The § ing pa refer to the promise made in paragraph 1 of G.O.
No. 28508 V?rl:eggate%l {)lflfrs October 1883, to consider the propriety of making a gmni
from Provincial funds towards the cost of a good cart-road from Salem to Yercaud, if
the Local Fund Board were prepared to assist in the wor!;. : :

9. The Right Honorable the Governor ' Council is decidedly in favor of
improving the communication with the Shevaroy Hills, but he is of opinion that the
people who will gain most by such improvem_ent,—-the owners of property on the hills,—
may fairly be expected to bear a large portion ;,f _theJc?st'lsss .

3. When His Excellency visited Yercaud, 1n July , one of the arguments
used by theeglan':rs in mppoit of their request was that they were ﬁ“"*‘“’d to make
a  substantial contribution” towards its cost, but the sum promised by them is stated
by the Collector to be only Rs. 2,505. ' _

4, 8o far as can be ascertained, 10 acourate estimate of the cost of the proposed
road has ever been made. It has been apprommately estimated at sums varying from
Rs. 64,000 to Rs. 1,00,000; and it appears probable that the cost of a good cart-road
will reach the last-named sum. el Sy PREN

5. Local d Board have conditiona’ty contribution of one-
third othlllmeat amonnl:u:)r Bs. 54,000, T, in sddition fo that conbribution from. the
Local Fund Board, the planters and residents will undertake to contribute an equal
sum, the Government will depute an officer to make an estimate of the cost in detail.
With that estimate before them, they will be in a position to state how much can be
contributed from Provineial funds.

(True Extract.)

. Major, R.E,,
Under Secy. to Govt., P.W.D

To the Financial Department. X
»  Superinte ding Engineer, v Cirele. - 3
» Hf:;;ﬁ,ynsecmmﬁhemoy Planters’ Association.

Exd. E. Fernandez.
Spare Copiea
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