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with Mr. Mansfield, but that gentleman had, by that time, left for En :
apparently telling Mr, Bremner much about the engagements into which Elal?:d ;ﬁ‘;ﬁf
6. Mr. Bremner was profuse in promises, but as these did not result i
had at last to insist on thepexecution of a stamped agreement to mppfes?lﬁ ?:cal;laui:}:, I
This was executed on June 8th, and Messrs. Mansfield and Company éen bound the%n >
selves to supply one-half of the scantlings still remaining undelivered by June 26th
and the other half by July 16th. A deposit of Rs. 250 was made to ensure fulfilment.
7. But the agreement was not fulfilled, and, accordingly, on July W .
repeated warnings, 1 gave the firm formal notice that it was cancelled ; that g, =
deposit was forfeited, and that the immediate liquidation of the amount rel;lainin deu-
by them to Government must be exacted. This amount is Rs, 2,863-9-11, the, tﬁauue
of the original advance of Rs. 5,250 having been met by the value of the Wantlinoe
furnished. gs
8. The firm pleaded for delay, and I accorded them up to the 5th instan
good their debt; but the 5th passed without any payment being made, ::]cllt g: I:Lali:e
to an inquiry, they requested me to give them till the 156th instant “nﬁsing’ e It)hy
bills of lading of some produce on the West Coast would reach thom St doe e
which would enable them to obtain the necessary advance of funds, e,

9. But as, from inquiries I had made, T judged that the commereia] .
the firm was n,ot of the highest, I refused, in the letter of which I amhsgal;ﬁ;;g ::
consent to any further delay ; and I have now the %nonor to report that I meosé &6
place {he matter in the hands of the Government Solicitor, and to request your sanction

4o that course.

' circumstances of the case. In the way of comment on them, 1

Bo. sfgg :Ifaettgeis unfortunate no regular agreement was made with the firm in
will OﬂY, o, In fact, I might go so far as_to say that the purchase of any logs
taI(ch especially of logs lying at Pondicherry, Was “9f°mate-_ From the

from them, a0 pw:rm an advance merely to cut the logs 1nto scantlings, and to
fact of the firm reil;l drag it may be reasonably surmised that the logs were not really
bring the latter to é’-m :’m d that the Rs. 5,250 only enabl?d fl[efssm, Mansfield and
the property of the hole or part purchase of them ; and the aic ol the purchase being
Company to effect a Who « Government less legal hold oyer the firm.

3 tedly give A ;
made in fore_ltgn; ﬁr;r?:gc:ﬁgoil:x}:piss{blge'the logs being at Pondicherry—to carry out
In any case 1

: . Chisholm, to sell the wood back to the firm log by log.
t']?he amg;?rzgﬁcgmgftgz 34{)[;*1'((;1 1:ver tl’le wood, no delivery i its legal sense having
ey

- and, from the fact of Mr. Bremner steadily refusing
ever, I understand, bfeetﬁett;ge: s,t’::]ed to be still there, T have no doubt whatever that
tc? give lrlne dlf(ﬁ:e;fy t‘l)le wood iever did belong t? the firm, or that, if it did, the balance
elther't :eg has now been otherwise dmpose"i e idate the claim of Government
undelive : firm are anxious to liquidate A

11. Itis POSSlble that the AT o must be brought to bear on

i wra] pressur ) D
but they are véry small people, ;1;(‘1761;(1;11;1: %’ﬁﬂdigherry the balance of the original 70
144 _ .

5o that, if they . dishonesty.
them, the more inetly been gullty Ofbe(:n most unfortunate ; for the failure to

]
dist
tons, they have most : - i
ml,126);11 any ase the “““mst““"ﬁiﬂi‘ delay to_the progress of {',het ‘ie‘;-lp";fi&“‘%
supply 'the ot hcaltlrslfdinseevitablc, is much tiotling;;:ge:o’ thle1 éimbe;ysupljiy.
ffies. This, hOUS -

ments W
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¢ 3
: rehiteet to the Goverm‘nent 0
Oﬁiciaﬁﬂg Cons m%:ﬁs Department, dated Chepik,

ul
Fsq. : I’ubl'lc W
From C. VINCENT, %" Engineer for-
Madras, t0 thclg“slgf No. 914. e 25th :nstant, I have the honor to for

X f all the
80th ber o. 007, of d heremth, a (',Omplefie, (i}ogg’t “; e:n ehis
miwd in my letter, i ndence that passe ' ef “ltmg
As pro tract agreement: “‘,’ﬁmﬁzd M. Bremner, of the defs
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firm of Messrs. Mansfield, Bremner, and Company. The original contract certificate is
also forwarded.

2. These papers, taken in connection with my letter to you, No. 528, of August

9th, 1883, form a complete statement of the case.
: 3. The case continues to be watehed on behalf of Government by the Governmelgt
Solicitor, and Mr. Bremner is said to be in custody and on his way back here ; but it
is extremely improbable that any of the balance remaining due by him will be recovered.

From Major J. L. L. MORANT, R.E., Officiating Consulting Architect to Govern-

ment, to the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, dated Chepdk, 4t
February 1884, No, 1459.

. T have the honor to enclose, for information and orders of Government, copy of
this office letter, No. 1426, dated 25th January 1884, to the (Government Solicitor,
Madras, and his reply thereto, No. 66, dated 30th January 1884, on the subject of the
msolvency of the firm of Messrs. Mansfield, Bremner, and Company.

2. fl'he amount due by the firm, viz., Rs. 2,863-9-11, is now shown as an advance
and debited to the new telegraph office work at Madras.

From E. BARCLAY, Esq., Government Solicitor, to the Secretary g 39 7%
Public “,—Orks Departmont, dated Madras, 7th February ]884, No. 82.

In reply to your memorandum, dated Gth instant, No. 277 C., I beg to 1.nf0r(;l;
you that I am watching the criminal charges against Mr. Bremner. The hearing
these charges has, however, been adjourned to next month. -

2. T can see no ground for Government bringing a crinfinal charge again
Mr. Bremner. His case is merely one of ber%ach ofglco%xtract by failing to Qelive
certain timber his firm had contracted to supply to Government, and for which they had
been paid in advance. The fact that some of the timber was delivered aceording to

contract would negative any idea of a eriminal intention on Mr. Bremner’s port when
he obtained the advance from the Government Architect.

Orper—dated 14th February 1884, No. 396 W., Public Works.

The papers abpve recorded have reference to a transaction entered into by the
Consulting Architect to Government, Mr. Chisholm, with the firm of Mansfield,
Bremner, and Company, for the supply of timber for works under exeeutlonuat Madras.
The faets of the case, as shown by the record before Government, are as f°' e i

2. In March 1883, a large quantity of teak-wood scantlings was_required for gg
new post and telegraph office at Madras, and a tender for the supply was accep
by Mr. Chisholm from the firm of Mansfield, Bremner, and Coufpﬂnyo :

. 3. That firm were, however, unable to deliver the scantlings b{ ftg‘: d:“f’xl“zid
time, and applied to Mr. Chisholm for aid in the shape of an m}v‘a:noe 0 EET
rules of the Public Works Code preclude such advances being made, Mr. Chisholm
agreed to purchase from the firm a quantity of timber in bulk, then lying at Pondi-
cherry, which was to be sold back to them, log by log, to be converted into ;cmt:;ggs

4. On the 21st Mare the sub-divisional officer, was deputed to
Pondicile!‘ry, whence he ‘;]';m?,‘ :;)Iiz:,ug%ishohﬂ a8 fonow:d:-—“ Have measured up 70
fons, please pay for 35 t bill of sale sign :
for Rs. 5,250 was thm-eup:))lllm &;&d !g, (];(}lesm. Mansfield and Company together with a
bill for signature, providing for the sale of 1,750 cubic feet of teak-wood, valued

at Bs. 3 per cubic foot. This bill was duly signed and returned to the Consulting
Architect. ,
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F 14rm Fesruary 1884, No. 306 W., Pusuic Worxs.

5. It would appear that no steps were taken by the Consulting Architect to. btai
actual delivery of the timber which he thus purchased. ~ Of the 708tons measuredoup :;
e anlv 35 tons were paid for; and there is nothing to show that these 35
Pondicherry, ORY 0 fed and separated from the bulk.

6. To the inexactness of the transaction in this particular is now due the probable

" Joss, which is the immediate subjest of thé present correspondence.

7. The firm had enﬁra'.ooﬁtml over the logs lying at Pondicherry. Some of these
mVM"-M into scantlings and delivered at the works at Madras; but it would
“that the Jogs thus converted were not actually sold back in detail to Mansfield

P Company, us agreed upon. Suchan arrangement was, in fact, impracticable ; there

o

|

; firm
rntlings for the Public Works Department, and made away with the rest. The
O 'hinhMr.Chisholmhadmnew,t:iy&n of the tiber, disep o
tbomd]ll-ﬁ,%o paid to Mansfield and Com peared
being value of scantlings delivered from time to time, leaving Rs. 2,864 still unadjust 1
8. The present representative of the firm, Mr. Bremner, is now undergoing, at
a5, criminal ?roswution by private persons for other alleged malpractices. The
ernment Solicitor has been watching the case on behalf of Government, with a view
%o a civil suit ultimately. The assets of the firm are, however, problematical, and the
. i :Jors that there are no grounds for a criminal prosecution by
Government in connection with the case above detailed.
’ will be forwarded to M. Chisholm, for such explanation as he may

9. The P:P:";:d hé will be requested to show cause why he should not be held

offer .
:::ogﬂy liable for any loss which Government may sustain.
(True Extract.)
Major, R.E,,
Under Secy. to Govt., P.W.D.

%

- Chi _ Consulting Architect to Government,
To R. F. Chisholm, Esq., . : (through the India Office).

,» the Acting Consulting Architect to Gvier,nxgent.

Exd. E. Fernandes.
Spare Copies

- “Publiec Works establishment at Pondicherry to ecarry on such a comple Con-
Deing »5 The firm thus had entire control over the timber; cut some % Ca

hase
pany resolved itself into an advance,
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