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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,

General.
Account.

Reap—the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. I.. L. MORANT, R.E,
Officiating Consulting Architect to Government, to the Chief Engineer,
Public Works Department, dated Chepik, 5th November 1884, No. 1209 :—

As called on in paragraph 6 of G.0., No. 1120 W., dated 5th May 1884, I have
the honor to report on the difficulties which appear to be experienced in procuring an

adequate supply of well-seasoned timber, and on the measures which I venture to
recommend in view to the removal of those difficulties.

2. The teak timber now available in Madras is dear in price, indifferent in
quality, limited in quantity and not procurable at all in very large sizes. It appears
to be immature in growth and to have been felled at some comparatively recent period.
The trade appears to have fallen into the hands of a few speculative and wealthy
native merchants who can afford to wait until the high price which they demand is
paid to them. The Forest department practically give us little or no assistance, and

their professed help will be unavailing until they can be induced to offer timber for
sale in a central dep6t at Madras.

3. The Public Works Workshops have begun to supply this office with teak
timber, and the Superintendent has helped us much in so doing. But necessarily the
timber is unseasoned, and has had to be purchased as wanted from local merchants.
‘There has been unavoidable delay at times in meeting our demands.

to suggest this office being allowed to store timber in scantlings or
up after being kept as occasion requires. The recently-acquired
_Would serve for this purpose excellently well. But I would

to teak. Mr. Browne icherry supplies Malabar timbers
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5. Looking to the perishable nature of all timber especially in a climate like this
1n which the ravages of whiteants adds, perhaps, to the injury to which the wood is
everywhere liable, I beg to advocate the substitution of stone for wood in flat roofs.
I embodied this idea in the type design recently submitted to you for a Sub-Judge’s
or Munsif’s Court. I enclosea section of such a roof built in the Madras Senate
House, and which has stood well for some years. Experiments are being made to
ascertain data on which to caleulate the resistance of the stone of this Presidency to
breaking across. Where stone is not easily procurable, flat concrete arches might be
constructed over verandahs with economy a.n£ increased endurance over timber.
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orders on the subject seem necessary. (aN |
(True Extract.)

(@ STEWART, Colonel, , R.E. ‘ |
T g Secre%ary to G’,OW’It., P.W.D. ‘
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