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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

j General, il i
2 Account. . N

Reap—the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. L. L. MORANT, R.E,
Officiating Consulting Architect to Government, to the Chief Engineer,
Public Works Department, dated Chepik, 5th November 1884, No, 1209 :—

As called on in paragraph 6 of G.0., No. 1120 W,, dated 5th May 1884, I have .7 s
the honor to report on the difficulties which appear fo be experienced in Procuring an e g
adequate supply of well-seasoned timber, and on the measures which I venture to ;
recommend in view to the removal of those difficulties.

2. The teak timber now available in Madras is dear in price, indifferent in
quality, limited in quantity and not procurable at all in very large sizes. It appears
to be immature in growth and to have been felled at some comparatively recent period.
The trade appears to have fallen into the hands of a few speculative and wealthy
native merchants who can affgrd fo wait until the high price which they demand is |
paid to them. The Forest department practically give us little or no assistance, and
their professed help will be unavailing until they can be induced to offer timber for Tl L7488
gale in a central depOt at Madras, : i

, 3. The Public W(?ljkﬂ Workshops have begun. to supply this ofﬁne’mth 7 ol SRR b
f timber, and the Superintendent has hefped us much in so doing. But necessarily the =
‘ timber is unseasoned, and has had to be purchased as wanted from local n&rchnnts, o R

¢ There has been unavoidable delay at times in meeting our demands. Dol 19 RS R
4, T venture to suggest ﬂns office being allowed to store timber in scantlings or
in logs to be used up after being kept as occasion requires. The recently-acquired
Wallajah Bagh property would serve for this purpose excellently well. But Iwould
not confine the selection to teak. Mr. Browne of Tellicherry supplies Malabar timbers #o!

- - of various kinds which, if purchased and stored, might be found cheap and useful. For

4] example, interior doors might he made mthmmon of two or more timbers, such

el as (say) rosewood (red)and white cedar (white), the ::{?Iw’beiﬂ@ of red and the

i panels of white wood, the wood being left unpainted and only varnished. Mr. Browne ;
' has published a printed List of Malabar timbers, giving their uses and qualities. 10
| obtain the teak 1 think the cheapest way would be to send a competent and trust-

A worthy subordinate direct to Burmah and to the Anaimalais or elsewhere in India,

£ to purchase a ship-load or more (”I‘W"f logs ings. These could then

bedgll - ! 8 stored and be used when needed. In the course - about 400 tons, or
S gt : cubic feet of timber, would be used, but a sing o1 i
P T 1 might be first purchased as an experiment, - rriage Fa
| in this way and keeps a large quantity in is mo re

£ should not do the same, not only without expe vy lows nbiiy,
a direct money profit to Government, and ing ”’7 2 ot
cipate the price of timber in all our estimates could be , :
S and this would give in one year at om-!;m“t mig gon gl
_ | bi | ment of Rs. 20,000. If Government could see their way to o
o | : f g | (say) Bs. 20,000 on timber, this sum could easily be cleared off wit
Mol 55,0 gL L D T et e UL 5 ‘ 1 :
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5. Looking to the perishable nature of all timber especially in a climate Wﬂ‘: e ‘___j‘-:t N
in which the ravages of whiteants adds, perhaps, to the injury to which the wood is ;
everywhere liable,

I beg to advoeate the substitution of stone for wood in ﬂa.t m' A :
I embodied this idea in the type design recently submitted to you for a Sub-Judge's i
or Munsif’s Court, I enclose a section of such a roof built in the W WEE SRR ol
House, and which has stood well for some years. Experiments are being made gl [
ascertain data on which to caleulate the resistance of the stone of this wh ¥R
breaking across. ‘Where stone is not easily procurable, flat concrete arches might o
vonstructed over verandahs with economy and increased endurance over timber. o Sn
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- Brereton, R.A. :—
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