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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMEN

READ—the fr)“u\\'ing papers :—-

From H. R. GRIMES, Esq., Inspo(:tm‘-Genm'u] of Jails,
Government, dated Ootacamund, 11th August 188

1e Chief Secretary to

I have the honor to forward ‘the following correspondence marginally noted, for

Letter, No. 34, dated 4th August 1884, from
Medical officer to Superintendent of Jails.
Tetter, No. 205, dated 4th August 1885, f!‘(-‘)m
Superintendent, District Jail, to Executive

Engineer. :

]4",‘“1'1', No. 490, dated 7th / ng]],\'t 1884, fl‘OTD;
Executive Engineer to b‘uperintundcut of
Jails.

Letter, No. 212, dated 9th August 1884, from
Superintendent, District Jail, to ical
officer. .

Letter, No. 35, dated 10th August 199*47 from
Medical officer to Supr*rintunll(-nt of Jails.

With letter, No. 214, dated |1th August 1884,
from Superintendent of Jails to the Inspector-
General of Jails.

the information of His Excellency the
Governor in Council, and to request that
an immediate order may be passed in the
Public Works department for a shed to
be erected during the rainy season wher-
ever gangs of conviets may be employed in
order that they may obtain temporary
shelter.

2. From the Medical- officer’s letter
to the Superintendent of Jails, Ootaca-
mund, dated 4th August 1884, No. 84, it
will be observed that, on the return of the
gang from work on the Coonoor road on
2nd instant, 20 conviets came in complain-
ing of being disabled by cold, five were

detained by the apothecary of whom two were in a state of collapse; one of these was

then getting an attack of pneumonia,

and, as the Medical officer reports in his letter,

- o~ . ’ ¢ f J . eI - ) - Rl .
No. 35, of 10th August 1884, died of that disease 72 hours after admission 1into

hospital, though there was nothing in his condition to indicate that he was in a weaker

state of health than any of the others.

3. The Executive Engineer in his letter, No. 490, dated Tth August 1884,
addressed to the Supcrinteudcnt of the District Jail, Ootacamund, states 11!3.18 unable to
comply with the Superintendent’s request (and I may add the 1\[&(.11(:(1'1 officer’s recom-

1e rains ‘¢ even did he consider that convicts

mendation) to shelter the convicts during tl

should be treated with more care and consideration than Sapper sepoys or ordinary

hill labor.”

4. T think the Executive
in, to a Sapper sepoy, or a paid labc
seek shelter under trees, pials or an
is impossible for a convict to do so;

Engineer forgets thg different position a convict is
yrer; these latter, if a heavy shower comes on, can
v other place convenient to their work, whereas it
he cannot leave his gang or the place which has

been allotted to him to work at, to run under trees ov into a pial, and he must therefore
continue at his work, get drenched to the skin and march back a distance of some two

miles in his wet clothes.

5. The Government in its order on the Administration Report of the Jails in this
Presidency for the past year, dated 1st July 1884, No. 1593, Judiciul, ¢ regret to
notice that a very high death-rate pmvallod among the native conviets at Ootacamund.”
I think that one of the reasons for this high death-rate may be owing to the want of

shelter flul‘mg the rains, now yc-imrlcd.
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6. From the Superintendent’s letter to the Medical officer, dated 9th August
11884, No. 212, it appears that shelter for the conviets, when it is raining heavily, has
veen hitherto provided. Iam at a loss, therefore, to understand why the Executive
Engineer is unable to comply with the r,cquest nOW.

s

Excrosures.

From SurgepmMajor w. FARQUHAR, u.p., Medical officer in charge of Jails, to the
Superintendent of J ails, Ootacamund, dated Ootacamund, 4th August 1884, No. 34.

I have the honor to report that, on Saturday last, 20 men came in from the works on the
Coonoor road complaining of being disabled by cold.

2. Five were
two hours to brin
Saturday there w
exposed,

detained by the apothecary . of these, two were in a state of collapse, requiring
g them round ; of these two’ one 18 NOW gctting an attack of I'm'em.nonm. Un
as heavy rain, and the place of working being on the top of a hill is bleak and

3. As many of these men are by mo I hope that during heayy rains, the men
I rs P m trong, ope thd g Yy rans, the
may be placed under shelter., : R

—

From J. G'.DOWNING, Fsq., Superintendent of the District Jail, ()ommmund,rto the Fogeeus
tive l&ngmeer, Nilgiri Division, dated Qotacamund, 4th August 1884, No. 205.

... In forwarding copy of a letter from the Madical officer, Jails, I have the honor to request you
will be so gocd as to give the necessar ¥ orders regarding sheltering the convicts when raining.

e

Yeom 7, O, LARMINTE, Exq., Executive Engineer, Nilgiri division, to the Superintendent of
the District Jail, Ootacamund, dateq Ootacamunt, 7th August 1884, No. 490.

With reference to your letter, No. 205 g I have the honor to inform you

1 » N0, 205 h instant, ave the - yo
that I.nm unable to comply with your reqlm’s(thg:;x:hitite;ing the convicts when raining, even did
I consider that convicts should be treated with more care and consideration than Sapper sepoys

or ordinary hill labor.

PR

From J. G. DOWNING, Esq., Superintendent of the District Jail, Ootacamund, fo the Medical
officer, Jails, Ootacamund, dated Ootacamund, 9th AAugust 1884, No. 212.

I have the honor to inform you that I forwarded a copy of your letter to the Executive

ngineer, Nilgiris. I now enclose that officer’s reply, which I think is far from being satisfactory,

e have_) nothing to do with Sapper SEPOYs or (‘,rdin&ry hill labor. What we want is shelter for
the convicts when it is raining heavily, which hitherto has been provided.

2. Twould be glad of a further ex r- 101 0 inion, as it is my intention t hmit
he corres 1 pression of your opinion, as 1 Yy 1atention to submi
? I enice to the IDSpector-General of Jails for his decision,

PR

From Surgeop-Major W. FARQUHAR, m.n.. in medical charge of Jails, Ootacamund, to the
Superintendent of Jails, Ootacamund, gated Ootacamund, 10th August 1884, No. 35,

- With reference to your letter, No. 212, forwarding letter, No. 490, from the Executive

Elngineex_', I.ha.vg the honor to observe that, if in future the conviets are not to have shelter during
Joavy ram, it will be necessary to remove from the working gangs a great number of men, who,

while fit for ordinary labor, are not abl re to such extreme wet and cold as was
the case on the ogcasion reizerr_ed to. ¢ to stagd exposu

2. The man referred to in my ] i k of ia, di
3 ; Y letter, No, 84, as getting an attack of pneumonia, died of that
illlxsm 72 hours after admission, There WZ: : noﬁli“g gin this man’s condition to indicate
that he was in a weaker state of health than any of the others.

3. It soems unnecessary here to point ways in which these convicts differ fro
,Suppers or other free men inured to ]Eﬁnllab(g;,t i Bk 2
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From J. G. DOWNING, Esq., Superintendent of the District Jail, Ootacamnund, to the Inspector-
o General of Js 3ils, dzr:ted Ootacamund, 11th August 1884, No. 214.

- I have the honor to enclose
C"é’g’pg;t‘fﬁggpft";’f%h deled 4 epaenl e MEFRES, Jallsy:to copies of correspondence, as per

Copy of letter, No. 205, dated 4th Angust 1884, from Superintendent, District margin, and to request you will
ail, to Executive Engineer, Nilgiri Division. e W be pleased to take such steps as
Copy of letter, No. 490, dated Tth August 1884, from Executive Engineer, you may deem fit in view to the

Nilgiri Division, to Superintendent, District Jail. 82 A% s e :
Copy o letter, No. 212,u jtr:l ;)!t\h";ugust 1884, from Superintendent, District conviets working under the orders

Jail, to Medical officer, Juils. ¢ * of the Department of Public
Copy of letter, No. 35, dated 10th August 1884, from Medical officer, Jails, to Woike being pla.ce S andiy sholter

Buperintendent, Jails, when mining.
. lonel & TTY. R.E., Superintending Engineer, IV Circle, to the
s Onb}%(élfo%}m{ue?f i%’ublic’ Work’s department, dZted 801mbatore, 23rd August
o b
1884, No. 398 E.W. :
S : t. No. 483-E, of 25th instant, I have the h9qor to
;nfOI.,Innyg(;lplt)};Jf Iy %%rne;d(;::emeelévith the Executive Engineer about the provision of

shelter for conviets employed on large public works, who, I think, should be dealt with

o e free labor ; but, as the party of convicts in questiqn may at
differently from Sapper and fi BA% e By tiausterred ® do'the glsinx, it i
* Vide this office letter, No. 397, of 23rd instant- 15 Jongor necessary to consider .what

shelter should be provided for them at Qotacamund,

No. 546-E,

Transferred to the Judicial department in continuation of endorsement, No. 545-F,

‘dnted 25th August 1884, and with remark that the views of the Superintending

Engineer as to shelter for conviets at Ootacamund are concurred in by the Public
Works department.

OoTacaMUND, (Signed)

J. SHAW-STEWART, Col., RE.;
25h August 1884. !

Seey. to Govt., P. W.D.

To the Judicial department, with original papers,

— —

“R. MES. Esq. Insi)ector-General of Jails, to the Chief Secretary
FromtOH Gofjergn{{;}ti,nd;tedég):)tacamund, 11th September, 1884, No. 291.

; : ial memorandum, No. 2033, dated 8th September 1884, 1
have 131: 0111)3;(:: tiogpgg:i c‘;?latmwhehever canchts are worked by the Department of
Public Works, they are whilst at work, entirely under orders of that department.
Native jail warders acco;r]pany the gang at the rate of one warder to 4/ or 50 prisoners,
who see them perform the allotted work, and these warders have no authority to remove
any of the prisoners from one work to another.

‘ . .9 =
2. From the correspondence between tl.le Executive Engineer and the Superin-
tendent of the Distrig;l Jgil, Ootacamund, which took place as lately as 14th June 1884,
and which is now forwarded for your Pe:sual, 1t appears the Department of Public
Works is held responsible for any accldentlthat may occur. I thereforg infer the
general well-being of the prisoners rests upon that departm.ent also. For if a warder
is not authorized to remove any prisoner from the work he is put to, neither would he

- be authorized to remove the whole gang to @ place of shelter when rain falls, unless

permitted to do so on the order of the Public Works officer supervising the work,
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~ Excrosvrgs.
¥rom J. G. DOWNING, Esq., Superintendent of the Distriat Jail, Ootacas,

A A A i o g AP ASS

4 o~
ghat v

General of Jails, dated Ootacamund, 11th September 1884, N‘;l.ldz.:‘z the Inapootor- ~

With reference to your mem
honor to inform

the custom to my

I beg to attach copy of memorand
Engincer, Nilgiris, and my reply thereto, > o 1 A0 June 1884, from the Executive

No. 24.
Forwarded to the Executive Engineer, Nilgiri division, for orders on the following points _..

Are the convicts under the orders of this department during the .
: hAre tlllle wardz:l'ls autl}xlorizettg i(lll removjtl;lg the;:’ men ](;znviots)g frofnt;t: gﬁi:? o?::lf:: ew:roikt:
another whenever they chose 0 80 without first asking the permissi
Public Works officer in charge ? ‘ § H1¢ permission of the Department of

- As the department is held, I believe, responsible for any accident that may oceur, I think we

should also be allowed to use our own judgment in selecting the men to : X wWe -
I consider is a l‘é)ost in which we cannot be too careful about. Reque:h_ing‘?# t::; mt;’o:% N

kindly issue orders on the above for my guidance.

OQOTACAMUND, (Signed) R. A. BRAGG,
13th June 1884. Sub~Engineer.

No. 282.

~ Forwarded to the Superintendent, Distriet J ail, Ootacamund, for favor of reply to the above
queries. : :

Would it not be advisable for some officer from the jail to visit the convicts occasionally when
- they are at work ?

O0TACAMUND, ' (Signed) J. C. LARMINIE,
14tk June 1884, Lzecutive Engineer.

——

From J. G. DOWNING, Esq., SuEerintendent of the District Jail, Ootacamund, to the
Executive Engineer, Nilgiri division, dated Ootacumund, 14th June 1884, No. 157.

 With reference to your memorandum, No. 282, dated 14th June 1884, herewith returned
I have the honor to state that the convicts must carry out whatever work they are put to by yom"
subordinates. If the warders supervising the work of the convicts consider the conviets are
working in a dangerous place, it is the duty of the warders to point out the same to your officials
The convicts are entirely under the orders of your department, and the warders have no i hé
whatever to shift any convicts from one work to another. =
. mThe deputy jailor has been directed to visit the conviets at work almost daily for the
uture.

OrpEr—dated 13th October 1884, No, 2613, Judicial.

It appears from the correspondence now submitted that neither ¢ g
Public Works authdkities have referred to the rules bearin g “po; tlllfeJ agll}bqgrtﬂ;e
be found in the Public Works Code (paragraph 1546 ef seq). "These rules ey
to give complete control to the Jail department in the matter, and the Sy erintapgear
of the Jail, Ootacamund, would have been justified in’ declining to furnivh o ror "
“convicts in case proper arrangements were not made for shelter, The Jail Code ggng. o
no rule exactly defining the respective ghares of responsibility resting upon the Jail mg
Pulflic Works depgrgn%nps. The Inspector-General of Jails will, in commuuicatioﬁrlxl v:i[t)h
?ﬁi }):ili‘aétgg:flt of Public Works, submit draft rules upon the powt for insertion in

B M’”N‘WM
'

i 5 1884, No. 2613, JUDICIAL.

s to be obliged to notice

) - t ; :
r in Council much regre Nilgiri division, in this

i the Governo BN :
B e T Jiminis thale Glutive Hugi e 1884 to the Superintendent
the conduct of Mr. Larm e’ addressed on the 7th Augus g
matter. The lettieir vlvl'hlcild :want'bf N humz-;mtyda:ll g«i‘llt l?: :a 4 )
YRl Dgtrm o en: (i)i‘:ect that he e severely reprimanded _
and the Governm 1 Extract.)
: -- E. F. WEBSTER,
' - Chief Secretary.

To the Departr-nent of Public V'Vorkl-
Inspector-General of J

»

L

Exd. J. Wright.
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. . GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
i / Zu-—cccﬁt«;/.) Lo v/ W
| ; éW}-t-D , JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.
|
o Reap—the following papers :—-
m ‘/2% : ,ZL' From H. R. GRIMES, Esq., Inspector-Genera] of Jails, to the Chief Secretary to
; 8/ S Government, dated Qotacamund, 11th August 1884, No. 248.
1 N ¢ Issued f I have the honor to forward the fOllOWiI}lg correspondence marginally noted, for
ﬁ 6 i c} L Ch & ‘ the information of His Excellency the
: / -— I“’%HN?( %4 dtategd 4th Augjrustt lfsﬁhsﬁom Governor in Council, and to request that
: Recd. Enel. Apodions. Ooer 1o SURSIGORIT IS : an immediate order may be passed in the

T 3 3 ¢ Letter, No. 205, dated 4th August 1885, from ;

o /4 "% % Bupersatendent, Diskrick Jaﬂg, to Executive Iublic Works department for a shed to

b 4 W , Engineer. be erected during the rainy season wher-
/ :

BENEL Letter, No. 490, dated 7th August 1884, from ever gangs of convicts may be employed in

Executive Engineer to Superintendent of order that they may obtain temporary

: R v : Tails. shelter.
'a—&—v m / e E G.0., 13th October 1884, No. 2613. Letter, No. 212, dated 9th August 1884, from : v ,
i _ ’ — Superintendent, District Jail, to Medical 2. From the Medical officer’s letter
- : — 7 officer.

to the Superintendent of Jails, Ootaca-

Letter, No. 35, dated 10th August 1884, from  mund, dated 4th August 1884, No. 34, it
Medical officer to Superintendent of Jails.
With letter, No. 214, dated 11th August 1884,

ﬁ BE =y < 7 T
oy C(—/vf/& %‘/ ‘ z Vol ) ;‘“r'
.~ 2’ o . . / from Superintendent of Jails to the Inspector-

)y 4 : General vf Jails,

will be observed that, on the return of the

gang from work on the Coonoor road on

2nd instant, 20 convicts came in complain-

: ing of being disabled by cold, five were

detained by the apothecary of whom two were in a state of collapse ; one of these was

then getting an attack of pneumonia, and, as tl.w Medical officer reports in h;s let'ter,

No. 35, of 10th Aungust 1884, died of that c}xgease 72 'hours after adm_lssmn into

. : hospital, though there was nothing in his condition to indicate that he was in a weaker
state of health than any of the others.

3. The Executive Engineer in his letter, No. 490, dated Tth August 1884,

addressed to the Superintendent of the District Jail, Ootacamund, states he is unable to

ST T comply with the Superintendent’s request (and I may add the Medical officer’s recom-

' mendation) to shelter the convicts during the rains ¢ even did he consider that convicts

should be treated with more care and consideration than Sapper sepoys or ordinary

hill labor.”
4. T think the Executive Engineer forgets the different position a convict is

OCTOBER.

Convict Labor.

Directing the Inspector-General of Jails to
submit, in communication with the Department of
Public Works, draft rules defining the respective
shares of responsibility in affording shelter to
conviets under orders, and censuring the conduet
of Mr. Larminie, the late Executive Engineer,
Nilgiri division, in this matter.

Vs

“_____———4.& -

in, to a Sapper sepoy, or a paid laborer ; these latter, if a heavy shower comes on, can
seek shelter under trees, pials or any other place convenient to their work, whereas it
is impossible for a convict to do so; he cannot leave his gang or the place which has
been allotted to him to work at, to run under trees or into a pial, and he must therefore
continue at his work, get drenched to the skin and march back a distance of some two
miles in his wet clothes.

‘5. The Government in its order on the Administration Report of the Jails in this
Presidency for the past year, dated 1st July 1884, No. 1598, Judicial, * regret to
notice that a very high death-rate prevailed among the native convicts at Ootacamund.”
I think that one of the reasons for this high death-rate may be owing to the want of
shelter during the rains, now reported.
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18346' Fr?,m the Superintendent’s lettor to the Medical officer, dated 9th August
Deen ,hitl(i. 212, it appears that shelter for the convicts, when it is raining heavily, has

-7 itherto provided. I gm at a loss. therefore, to understand why the Executive
?

SHeer 1s unable to comply with the request now.

e

Excrosvres.

From Surgeon Mai >
8om-Major W. FARQUH rsal officer in charge of Jails, to the
Superintendent of Jails, Ootacamtlj&, (;:“ne(.l (};f;(a]lx;;lmund, 4th August 1884, No. 34.

I have the ho )
Coo: nor to report that, on - Jast, 20 men came 1n from the works on the
R0 road complaining of being Jisgbley ‘}I)‘;,('lz':)ld‘.w

2. Five wepe detained by the apothecary - of these, two were in a state of collapse, requiring

two hours to by
Saturd Ting them round ; of these is now getting an attack of pneumonia. Un
T ﬁ]y there was heavy rain, and the pl::;), gfl l\e;ul).?-kiug eing on the top of & hill is bleak and

3. As'mau . *
- may be placeq l{n?ife:hsf;:::m are by no megys strong, I hope that during heavy rains, the men

—

i istri il, O¢ d, to the Execu-
i nt f the District Jail, Ootacamund, to t 4

<% Nll;iri D?:irslim:ngz?:d (botaoamund, 4th August 1884, No. 205
Jails, T have the honor to request you

g the convicts when raining.

From J. g. DOWNING
tive Bngine G, Bsq., Su
In forwardin
will be 8 0Py of a letter from, { ical officer, Jails
- 50 goud as to give the Necessa) y offegﬁg:rﬁné shelterin

ap——
Executive Engineer, Nilgiri division, to t4he \?;p:;l(;ntendmt of
acamund, dateq (otacamuntl, 7th August 1884, No. 495
I have the honor to inform yoa
convicts when raming, eveil di
d eonsideration than Sapper sepoys

From J. C. LARMIN
e Sh e IE, Esq
the District Jail, Oota,,

O ordinary Wil ubor, "4 b treated wit) ‘ore care an
L4
From J |
: oDﬂ(i)czn.I]IN G, Esq., Superintendent of the District Jail, Ootacamund, to the Medical
ST I, Ootacamund, dateq Ootacamund, 9th August 1884, No. 212.

the h i Executive
E o s onor to inform of your letter to.the uxe
Wnﬁgl}::::,nﬁl]}glm- I now ennloszotll‘m:ho%i L fmwn}rdeghl}o}goftyhink);s far from being satisfactory.
the convicts wll::g fodo with Sapper Sepoys %e: s,:f,‘,’,f;y hill labor. What we want1s shelter for
‘ 18 Taining hoavily, whigh jtherso has been provided. :

further exnpecc: . : o as it is my intention to submit

o T rgeon-Major W. PARQ U e of Jails, Ootacamund, to the
Supmntenjsnt of Jails, Qoty AR‘;n:’J&;t;g 3;d‘| wjul‘;ﬁ:’%m August 1884, No. 35.

1 With referencs - P
‘heavy n‘;’}m&? your letter, N 212, forwarding letter, No. 490, from the Executive
while fit for opd: b0 necesary 4, remove workin a great number of men, who,
| ' dinary : g gangs a grea
= :'e';::h" Omigb:&;.:dn&* able mbﬁ‘;;,ﬁhzxpo,m to such extreme wet and cold as Was
i E""; .72 mvmmdl toi in my Jot i attack of pneumonia, died of _that
in's aﬁgrm lssion, Ttir;r?oy',ﬁ’ :f,ffjtf; gi: nthis man’sp condition to indicate
- At seemg mmm - te of health than gyy of the others.

e {0 observe that, i’y future the convicts are not to have shelter during -
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From J. G. DOWNING, Esq., Superintendent of the District Jail, Ootacamund, to the Inspector-
General of Jails, dated Qotacamund, 11th August 1884, No. 214.

T have the honor to enclose
Copy of letter, No. ficer, J. .
Baperintendent of Jai s ¥ August 1884, from Modical offcen, Jails, o gopi08 of correspondence, as per

Copy of letter, No. 205, dated 4th August 1884, from Superintendent, Distriet margin, and to request you will

ail, to Exeantive Ene;ineer, Nilgiri Division. to take Buch 8 S as
Copy of letter, No. 490, duted nhlg.l.. nst 1884, from Executive Engineer, bo pleased k- . tep

Nilgiri Division, to Superintendent, gistrict Jah. you may de.el? fit in view to the
Copy of letter, No. 212, dated 9th August 1884, from Superintendent, District ~ convicts working under the orders

Juil, to Medical officer, Juis. of the Department of Public
Copy of letter, No. 35, dated 10th August 1884, from Medical officer, Juils, to Works being placed un. Sor ghaltes

uperintendent, Jails. inip
when raining.

P

From Colonel J, BEATTY, R.E., Superintending Engineer, IV Circle, to the
Chief Engineer, Public Works department, dated Coimbatore, 23rd August
1884, No. 398 E.W.

In reply to your endorsement, No. 483-E, of 25th instant, I have the honor to
inform you that I do not agree with the Executive Engineer about the provision of
shelter for convicets employed on large public works, who, I think, should be dealt with
differently from Sapper and free labor ; but, as thebparty of convicts in question may at

ce be * ins, it 1
* Vide this office letter, No. 397, of 23rd instant. :I; lon?gei‘ré::f;::iiy 1::) tlzingizlel:'!i, xlvth;:
shelter should be provided for them at Ootacamund.

No. 546-E,

Transferred to the Judicial depsrtment in continuation of endorsement, No. 545-F,
dated 25th August 1884, and with remark that the views of the Superintending
Engineer as to shelter for convicts at Ootacamund are concurred in by the Public
Works department. : ot

Ootacamunp, (Signed)  J. SHAW-STEWART, Col., R.E,,
25th August 1884. ‘ . Beey. bo Govt., P.W.D.

To the Judicial department, with original papers.

From H. R. GRIMES, Esq., Inspectorf@éheral of Jails, to the Chief Secretary
to Government, dated Ootacamund, 1,lth September 1884, No, 291,

Tn reply to your official memorandum, No. 2033, dated 8th September 1884, I
have the honor to report that whenever convicts are worked by the Department of
Public Works, they are, whilst at work, entirely under orders of that department.
Native jail warders accompany the gang at the rate of one warder to 40 or 50 prisoners,
who see them perform the allotted work, and these warders have no authority to remove
any of the prisoners from one work to another.

2. From the correspondence. between the Exeeutive Engineer and the Superin-
tendent of the District Jail, Ootacamund, which took place as lately as 14th June 1884,
and which is now forwarded for your Pemﬁl’ 1t appears the Department of Publie i
Works is held responsible for any accident that may occur. I therefore infer the
general well-being of the prisoners rests upon that department also. For if a warder
is not authorized to remove any prisoner from the work he is put to, neither would he
be authorized to remove the whole gang to @ place of shelter when rain falls, unless
permitted to do so on the order of the Public Works officer supervising the work.
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ENCLOSURES.

From J. &. DOWNING, Fsq., Superintendent of the District Jail, Ootacamund, to the Inspector-
General of Jails, dated Ootacamund, 11th September 1884, No, 242.

With reference to your memorandum, No. 3978, dated 10th September 1884, I have the
honor to inform you that whenever conviets are worked under the orders of the Department of
Public Works, whilst at work they are entirely and solely under the orders of that department.
- Native jail warders accompany the gang af the rate of one to 40 or 50, and these jail subordinates
see that the conviets perform the work allotted to them, and this has been the custom to my
knowledge for the past 18 years.

T beg to attacﬁx copy of memorandum, No. 282, dated 14th June 1884, from the Executive
Engineer, Nilgiris, and my reply thereto.

e

No. 24.
Forwarded to the Executive Engineer, Nilgiri division, for orders on the following points :—

Are the convicts under the orders of this department dqring the time they' are on the work ?

Are the warders authorized in removing the men (convicts) from one portion of the work to
another whenever they chose to do so without first asking the permission of the Department of
Public Works officer in charge ? ; -

As the department is held, I believe, responsible for any accident that may occur, I think we
should also be allowed to use our own judgment in selecting the men to work the points, which
1 consider is a “sxost in which we cannot be too careful about. Requesting therefore that you will
kindly issue orders on the above for my guidance.

(Signed) R. A. BRAGG,

QOTACAMUND, :
13th June 1884. Sub-Engineer.
No. 282.

Forwarded to the Superintendent, District Jail, Ootacamund, for favor of reply to the above
queries. 3 s :
Would it not be advisable for some officer from the jail to visit the conviets occasionally when
they are at work ? .
QOTACAMUND, (Signed) J. C. LARMINIE,
14th June 1884, Executive Engineer.

F J. G. DOWNING, Esq., Superintendent of the District Jail, Ootacamund, to the
rom 3. & o Engiacer, Nilgin division, dated Ooteoumuad, 14th June 1884, No. 137.

“With reference to your memorandum, No. 982, dated 14th June 1884, herewith returned,

T have the honor to state that the convicts must carry out whatever work they are put to by your

subordinates. If the warders supervising the work of the convicts consider the convicts are

working in a dangerous place, it is the duty of the warders to point out the same to your officials.

The convicts are entirely under the orders of your department, and the warders have no right
whatever to shift any convicts from one work to another. : ;

The deputy jailor has been directed to visit the conviets at work almost daily for the

future.

————

Orper—dated 13th October 1884, No. 9613, Judicial.

Tt ?ﬂl"m from the correspondence now submitted that neither the Jail nor the
~ Public Works authorities have referred to the rules bearing upon the subject to
be found in the Public Works Code (paragraph 1546 et seq). These rules appear
' to give complete control to the Jail department 10 the matter, and the Superintendent
of the Jail, Ootacamund, would have bheen justified in declining to furnish a gang of
victs in case proper arrangements were not made for shelter. The Jail Code contains

no rule exactly defining the respective shares of responsibility resting upon the Jail and
Public Works departments. The hgpeotoroGeneral of Jails will, in communication with
the Department of Public Works, submit draft rules upon the point for insertion in

‘the Jail Code.

i

13t Ocroper 1884, No. 2613, Juprciar. Eh

2. His Excellency the Governor in Council much regrets to be obliged to noti
the conduct of Mr. Larminie, the late Executive Enginegerr? Nilgiri div%siontoiz‘)&g:
matter. The letter which he addressed on the Tth August 1884 to the Superin’ten&ent'
of the District Jail showed a want of common humanity as well as of common sense
and the Government direct that he be severely reprimanded for the same. !

(True Extract.)

- ~ - E.F. WEBSTER,

 Clief Secretary.

To the Department of Public Works.
»  lnspector-General of Jails,
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Convict Labhor.

Directing the Inspector-General of Jails to
submit, in communication with the Department of
Public Works, draft rules defining the respective
gshares of responsibility in aff rdine shelter to
convicts under orders, and censuring the conduct

f of Mr. Larminie, the late Kxecutive Engineer
/ [ . S AR TP 3 - ~x 42 ULlive ~ngn Iy

! ( i 2 CL»L«’%/L’Q/ Nilgiri division, in this matter.

. . ]

YAL 4 ,
. ',:/ ﬂ/.
/ 7 rd' / < .
1] ¢, (N AR




	Image00010
	Image00011
	Image00012
	Image00013
	Image00014
	Image00015
	Image00016

