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No. 376-C.

Transferred to the Military Department, as the gun alluded to appears to
have been in charge of the Ordnance Department at the time of the carriage acci-
dent brought to notice.

~ Curravk, (Signed) J. SHAW.STEWART, Col., R.E.,
16th February 1884. : ' Secretary to Goverwment, . W.D.

No. 858.

Referred to the Inspector-General of Ordnance, for report, to be submitted

through His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief with reference to para. 7 of
Colonel Burton’s letter,

(By Order.)
Forr Sr. Grorae, (Signed) A, KENNEY-HERBERT, Lt.-Col.,
20th February 1884. Offg. Secretary to Government.
No. 3 From Colonel S. CHAMIER, Inspector-General of Ordnance, to

Lieutenant-Colonel A. KENNEY-HERBERT, Officiating Secretary to
Government, Military Department ; dated Fort St. George, 5th March 1884,
No. 227-G.

Adverting to your memorandum, No. 858, dated 20th ultimo, and the accompa-
nying correspondence (herewith returned), T have the honor to state, for the infor-
mation of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council, that appliances for the
removal of the 9” R M.L. guns being available at the Arsenal, Fort St. George, the
Commissary of Ordnance undertook the removal of the guns required for the
Beach batteries to their respective positions, or rather to such positions as would be
convenient for their subsequent mounting when the emplacements were ready.

2. The gun required for the Clive battery was conveyed on what is technically
known as a drug, drawn by 33 pairs of bullocks, and it was impossible for the
small party from the Ordnance Department which accompanied 1t to attempt to
move it up the ramp of the battery. ®1t was placed therefore on the side of the
road next to the battery and as near to the South Indian Railway Company’s line
as was possible’ without fear of injury to the sleepers. There was considered to be
plenty of room for traffic, but, for greater security at night, a small guard of

lascars was placed over the gun to warn carriages not to pass too close to it, or to
"run against it in the dark.

3. It was believed that the gun having been asked for by the Department
Public Works, early steps would have been taken to place it in or near its future
position, a work which would have to be performed by a party of Royal Artillery
men from the fort in communication with the Executive Engineer. For reasons,
however, not known to this department, the gun was not moved from the drug on
which it rested at the roadside for some days ; but had its position been considered
dangerous for traffic, the Executive Engineer, who is supervising the remodelling
of the - battery and visits the work several times a week, would doubtless have
applied for early steps being taken for its removal inside the work.

4. The roadway at this part of the beach is broad, and, but for the excavation
made by the Municipality, there would be no necessity for anybody whose horses
were nervous to drive at all near the gun. Many hundreds of carriages proceeded
to and fro daily without accident, or, as far as is known, any complaint being
made of the gun being inconveniently placed. Mr. Beardmore himself, it is true,
considered that the presence of the gun was attended with danger to carriages and
horses, but apparently took no steps to bring his fears to the notice of any public
authority until after he had actually met with an accident, and, strange to say, the

- ———

——" B

lr. .
Mirarary Deparryent, /7 Avcust 1884, No. FS, : 3

accident did not occur (as is shown in the correspondence) until after the hole in
the road made by the Municipality, which had of necessity narrowed the roadway
for a time, had been filled up, and when the whole breadth of the roadway had
again become available for traffic.

5. Had Mr. Beardmore brought to the notice of the Municipality or the
Department Public Works or this department that his driving past the gun was
attended with risk on account of his horses being nervous, immediate steps would
doubtless have been taken to have the piece of ordnance removed into a more
secluded spot.

No. - From Brigadier-General GODFREY CLERK, Adjutant-General, to
Lieutenant-Colonel A. KENNEY-HERBERT, Officiating Secretary to
Govermment, Military Department; dated Ootacamund, 7th April 1884,
No. 168.

In forwarding the report by the Inspector-General of Ordnance, called for
in your memorandum of the 20th February last, No. 858, having reference to the
claim for compensation by Mr. Beardmore for loss sustained by him on account
of an accident alleged to have been caused by a gun being placed on the roadway
near Clive’s battery, I am desired to state, for the 1nformatlon_ of Government,
that full inquiry has been made into this matter from the various officers and
departments concerned, showing that the guns which were to be mounted on

‘the coast batteries were placed by the Ordnance Department in such positions

as would be convenient for their subsequent mounting when the construction of
the batteries was sufficiently advanced.

2. The report of the Officer Commanding Royal Artillery shows that there
was no avoidable delay in mounting the gun referred to by Mr. Beardmore on
the Clive battery.

No. . From the Government Solicitor ; dated 24th April 1884, No. 228,

No. . From the same Officer ; dated 22und July 1884, No, 373,

Wy =2, ORDER THEREON, /Z August 1884, No, 447
The Richt Honorable the Governor in Council authorizes the Government
Solicitor to gﬁer, and, if accepted, to pay Mr. Beardmore the sum of Rs. 493-4-0,

in settlement of his claim.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) ~ A. KENNEY-HERBERT, Lt.-Col.,
/ Offg. Secretary to Government.

To the Government Solicitor.

Y ilit: A ccounts. : .
% muf)l;;irthgelzf )\:vith rcx)ot,es by the Governor and the Commander-in-Chief,
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Exd, P. L. Pereira.
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