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Masbeg most respectfully to
vital importance to us, and we

- river inundating the saurrounding lowlands.
 the Adyar river, get submerged both daring
A\ diyar set in, and once submerged the water stagnates
afing he atmosphere and spreading the germs, of
is tnkes place even when the bar is open, thus clearly
ea is altogether insufficient. During the hot season, the
: : i. The low lands now presenf one huge plaghe—spot, being,
converted into an extensive ‘marsh which traverses a length of a mile
boundary line dividing off St. Thomé from the Adyar.

alike to the sight and smell. Satul:a.ted with bilge water

noxious vegetation in the various stages of decomposition, the
the whole neighbourhood, and are, by
carried into

.

exude therefrom poison

hore wind which blows for the greater part of the year,
and the Luz. If we trace the course of the Adyar, We

ett underncath the Marmalong Bridge, the notorious haunt of
iy 1 and a great part of the filth thaﬁ s thus brought down to the Adyar must pecessarily
escape into the marsh and add to its repuﬂati& for being a huge cesspool. 2
- ‘ J | R
2 which St. Thom@ experiences an immunity from
have no hesitation in pointing to the marsh and
ot and viralent diseases which render the popular

hy. Of these evils, Surgeon-General Cornish is
the Secretary to the Managing

4. We know of no time of the year
and other kindred diseases, and
as the hot-bed of those malig

of St. Thoms particularly unhea
_aware, as we are informed that Be spoke of them to
of the St. Thomé D\spensary when he inspected St. Thomé during the out-
olera in December last. ‘
4% B hnoe the last few years, St. Thomé has become studded with S
?hanages',é-ionnsta_née the Famine Orphanage, which is now located at Lieith’s Castle, in front

) rwhxek lies a vast portion of this very marsh wyi,ch is the subject of our grievance,-—and it
will be no nnre;asggble assumption to view these institntions, if once geized by any epidemic,
as 0 mxto‘ﬁch—mcks that would spread the infection and enable it to linger long in the

eminaries and Or-

{ From above, your Excellency will see that sanitary reform in this locality is much
1, and is indeed, in a very great degree, more urgent than elsewhere in the Presidency
edy for these evils has engaged our attention for some time, and if we are

ith all due deference, submit for your Excellency’s kind consideration

nes # snggegt themsélves to us, for the removal of the nnisance.
.A,‘*—.vw.}__" 4 !
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0, to_the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras,
V.C. No. 662 :— ‘

nts ha en been made of the nuisance arising from the swamp lying
t. Thomé the Adyar around what is known as Quibble Island. When
the sand-bar of the Adyar river is open and the fresh water has escaped into the sea, the
sea-water enters at high tide, flooding the swamp. After the north-east monsoon no
" fresh water, except from occasional showers, enters the swamp, which then becomes
flooded with sea-water alone. The bar of the Adyar closes early in the year, and the
gradual evaporation of the salt water in the swamp gives rise to offensive exhalations,
which are carried over St. Thomé by the southerly winds. The only large house
immediately north of the swamp has for years been uninhabited owing to its notorious
~ unhealthiness. On consultation with the Vice-President Mr. Jones (now on leave)
~ I found that there would be little difficulty in preventing the influx of salt water into
- the swamp by the erection of one or more low bunds. After the salt of the soil has been
sufficiently washed out by the fresh water received from local drainage, a considerable
area of the swamp could be permanently reclaimed.

2. Asa means of making this very desirable improvement to the neighbourhood of
St. Thomé eventually remunerative to the Municipality, I have the honor to request that
the Government will be pleased to make over the area of the swamp, consisting of about
130 acres, to the Municipality free of quit-rent or assessment, or at a nominal rate.
Such portions as may be found suitable for the purpose will gradually be planted with
casuarinas with a view to supplying the Municipality in course of time with the fire-
wood which will be required in increasing quantities for the steam-pumps to be used in
connection with drainage throughout the town.

3. I enclose a tracing showing the position of the swamp with reference to St.

)

Thomé and to the Adyar. The area to be reclaimed is colored pink and lies north of
Greenway’s Road and of the place marked in plan as “site for bund.”

ﬁm & T. ARUNDEL, ‘Esq., Fresident of the Madras

No. 1465,
Transferred to the Revenue Department for consideration.
(By Order.)

OoTacAMUND, (Signed) E. 8. LAFFAN,
3rd August 1883. Ag. Under Secretary.

VA Mis. No. 3235.
Referred to the Collector of Madras for report through the Board of Revenue.

OorAcAMUND, (Signed) H. E. STOKES,
4th August 1883. Ag. Secy. to Government.
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‘copy of G.0., dated 30th May

) H. E. STOKES,
~ Ag. Secy. to Government.

@. BO’WEN, Major, R.E.,
“ = Under Secy. to Govt.,, PW.D.

Memorandum from' the Public Works Department, dated
8; 23rd November 1883, No. 2308-C.

1ent e Financial Department, No. 1714, dated 5th September 1883.
o1 ‘gpaupeﬁmnding Engineer, V Circle, No. 2354, dated 26th Sep-
M OWE 050 ) R

ment in the Fisiancial Department, No. 2151, dated 10th November 1883.
pent 'in the Revenue Department, No. 4047, dated 8th October 1883.
‘thie Superintending Engineer, V Cirele; No. 2853, dated 12th Nov-

e {

(o360 .

'I}ansfmed to the Revenue Department for the further necessary action.

2. There is no objection in the Public Works Department to the transfer of the
Jand in question 'to the Madras Municipality to the extent specified by the Buperin-
:nding Engineer, V Circle, in his letter, No. 2853, of the 12th November 1883.

o el oni s nkl el 7 i

£ X X iy ENCLOSURE.
Letter from Colonel H. L. PRENDERGAST, R.E., Superintending Engineer, V Circle, to
) the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, dated Chepik, 12th November 1883,
No. 2853.

~ In returning yom' endorsement. No. 1987-C, dated 17th ultimo, I have the honor to report
£ that it appears to be necessary that the land

. Endorsement No, 1987-C, of 17th October 1883, on Pro-
. ceedings, Board of Revenue, No. 2821, of 19th September

883. i iy
Bk of Goversieiit ndarbeiicnts, Nos, 1465 and 3235, of
_ 3rd and 4th August 1883.
Letter from President, Madras Municipality, No. 663, of 25th
July 1883.
,Goverynment Order, Revenue Department, No. 1855, of 30th

which lies within the contour line run at the
level of 6 inches below ordinary high tide
should be reserved for tidal action. This
matter is dealt with by the Executive Engi-
neer in his report No. 719, dated 29th June
1882, sent with my letter, No. 1206, dated

May 1877.
T 30th June 1882,

3"

in the following official memorandum from the Secretary to Government,
. Revenue Department, to the Public Works Department, dated Fort St.
George, Tth December 1883, No. 421.

' "With reference to memorandum  of the Public Works Department, dated 23rd
" November 1883, No. 2308-C, it is xrequested that the boundaries of the land which can
be transferred to the Municipality may be marked on the tracing, which forms an
aooom?an.ifnent to the letter of the President of the Municipality, dated 25th July last,
and that the Executive Engineer’s report of the 29th June preceding, referred to in the
 Superintending Engineer’s letter of the 12th November, No. 2858, may be furnished
 for reference.
2. The s? received with the memorandum under acknowledgment are here-

Fr s

with re




y grant the land now, reserve the

er by resuming part or whole on

suitable quit-rent. The Munici-

tion of bunds will cost perhaps

al nting will be slow ; witness the oper-

S .ﬂfysimrpady. At the same time the area applied for is

' d to make an important change in the Adyar neigh-
‘Government should retain a hold in the matter.

amount of use of the land when covered ; but,
I think this may be neglected.
¢ reference under reply are returned.

lution—dated 25th March 1884, No. 1081,
Submitted to Government. ]
2. The land applied for by the Municipality is, with the exception of a small plot,
all “Poramboke,” i.e., the bed of the river Adyar. In 1877 its reclamation was forbidden
by Government on the ground that the area of the swamp was required to be maintained
for tidal action, as any diminution thereof would act prejudicially on the bar (G.O. of
30th May 1877, No. 1855). The ‘Municipality now propose to plant it up and offer
- to pay a nominal quit-rent for it, but would prefer to have it free of all quit-rent or
 assessment. '

3. The Board do not recommend that the land be granted free of quit-rent ; they
would impose quit-rent at the rate of eight annas an acre for a term of (say) thirty
_ years. At the end of that period the land should revert to Government, and if at any
time after (say) seven years from date of grant the Government should wish to re-enter,

they should retain power to do so on giving six months’ notice of their intention to the
‘Cominissioners.
4. The Board do not think the reclamation proposed would materially affect the

. bm', more especially now that the Cooum and the Adyar are connected with ecach other
and with the Covelong and Ennore backwaters.

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) E. GIBSON,
Secretary.

- To the Secretary to Government, Revenue
~ Department, with two original enclosures

refurned.
Copy to the Collector of Madras.

i Reap—again the following official memorandum from the Secfetary to Government,
, = Revenue Department, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart-
- ment, dated Ootacamund, 25th April 1884, No. 197 :—

\ . In forwarding (to be returned) Board’s Proceedings, 25th March 1884, No. 1084,
~ and enclosures, the undersigned begs to observe that there appears to be some mistake.
From Major Drake-Brockman’s report it would seem that only such part of the swamp
as lies more than 6" below average tidal level is to be transferred to the Municipality,
but the boundary as marked on the tracing and referred to in the Superintending
Engineer’s letter, dated 12th January 1884, No. 3557, includes the whole swamp. It
understood that, if the area within a contour line, as above described, is reserved, the
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: la;n condition. The lands
tal.-y It should also be

ation of a right of re-entry at any time

1e Board, the [} unicipality may have a lease of the
147 acres exeluding the portion which is private
to a quit-rentjof e:gh amnas per acre for the last

l/i
iy

Yot /. 7 7
v/ IA(/{, o F <

Secretary to Government.

f
\

ent, lnth a tracmg
ent, with seven enclosures received
with Nos. 2308-C and 101. c)
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REVENUE.
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: Tssued

RGC:L

G.0., 19th June 1884, No. 773.

Swamp

between St. Thomé and the Adyar.—Grant of &
lease of — to the Madras Municipality for thirty
years on certain conditions, sanctioned.
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Igﬂm (@84, No. 773, REVENUE.

AP A A I A AN I

influence of tidal action will be pres@ ved, and that this is necessary (Superintending
Engineer’s letter, 12th Noy 1888, No. 2853). - No such reservation appears con-
. templated according to his letter offanuary above quoted. It is requested that he
- may be called upon to explain and cofirect the sketch if necessary.

(Sighed) H. E. STOKES,

Secretary to Government.

" Respalso the following letter from @lonel W.TL. BURTON, R.E., Officiating Superin-
tending Engineer, V Circl§ to the Chief Engineer, Public Works Depart-
ment, dated Chepauk, 17th®ay 1884, No. 626 :—

" In returning your endorsement, aNo. 942-C, dated 1st instant, I have the honor to
4 Ghdof Tngitiees e s N k] c repi)lrt\, IthutDI im\l';? carefully oonsiderled
. Uhiel &tn g ’ » 9%=-L, with Major Drake- rockman the principles
P dated 1s; May 1884, with fourteen encloghres. .y, oy vghich it would be ne(egssaryp to
~ reserve a tidal area as defined by the 6’ contour (see Executive Engineer’s letter,
No. 719, dated 29th June 1882,) and that he withdraws his previous proposals on this
point. No tidal reserve would, therefdre, appear to be now necessary, and Mr. Arundel’s
gtoposal,'m his letter, No. 1053, dated 6th November 1883, might be generally accepted
y the Public Works Department on $he condition that the Municipality undertake to
 put as soon as practicable, and maintain always, the swamp in a sanitary condition.

No. 158-E.

Transferred to the Revenue Department, with Teference to memorandum in that
Department, No. 197, without date, and the original papers returned.

Oorscamusp, —  (Signed) { H. M. SHAW-STEWART, Col,, R.E,
19th May 1884. Secretary to Government, P.W.D.

Orper—dated 19th June 1884, No. 773, Revenue.

[ : I “The foregoing papers refer to a pro-
Land Revenue, No. 91.' posal of the President of the Madras

; ' Municipality to reclaim the swamp lying
between St. Thomé and the Adyar around the spot known as ¢ Quibble Island,” which,
owing to the malarious exhalations produced by the sea-water collecting and stagnating
in it, has been a source of unhealthinese to the town adjoining “on the north. Mr.
Arundel asks that the swamp may be fransferred to the Municipal Commissioners free
of assessment or at a nominal quit-renf, in order that they may execute the works
necessary to shut out the influx of seaswater and plant such portions of it as may be

found suitable for the purpose with easuarina trees, thus reimbursing themselves the
outlay involved.

9. On a former occasion a proposal to grant a lease for planting this plot of land
was negatived (G.O., dated 30th May 1877, No. 1855) on the ground that it required
to be reserved for tidal action in order that the diversion of the tides might not affect
the bar of the Adyar river prejudicially. Now, however, the Public Works Department
does not consider a tidal reserve at this locality necessary, while it is generally admit-
ted that sanitary considerations render the reclamation of the swamp highly desirable.

3. The question then for consideration is on what terms the swamp may be
transferred to the Municipality. The Board’s suggestions in paragraph 3 of their
Proceedings, dated 25th March 1884, No. 1084, commend themselves generally to the
Right Ho_norable the Governor in Council, but he would not levy any quit-rent for the

first twenty years of the lease. It should be distinctly stipulated that a proper outlet
shall be provided for drainage, and that the locality shall be put as soon as practicable,
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j ' yM1884, No. 773, REVENUE.

o~ s

» the following lett a8 Colonel H. L. PRENDERGAST, R.E., Superin-
tending Engineer, V Cirdle, to the Chief Engineer, Public Works Depart-
ment, dated Chepauk, 12t8 January 1884, No. 3557 :—

R I}Iqu‘thé honor to return ydlir endorsement, No. 2503-C, dated 15th ultimo.
" The land on the Adyar which can Be transferred to the Municipality is shown by a
at shade of pink on the sketch tracibhg, and the boundary is marked by a red dotted

{0. 101-C.

 Transferred to the Revenue Deflrtment, and the previous papers returned. :—
2. The following papers are als Mforwarded for reference and return.
: Chiof Engineer’s Endorselent, No. 9-E, dated 14th April 1882,
Do. do. ,» 160-E, ,, 27th May 1882.
Do. do ,, 360-BE, ,,  7th July 1882.
By Order.)
g : C. BOWEN, Major, R.E,,
- 15th January 1884. ; Under Secy. to Govt., P.W.D.

:

Reap—also the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 25th March
‘ 1884, No. 1084 : —

Read—the following official memorandum from H. E. STOKES, Esq., Secretary to
Government, Revenue Department, dated Fort St. George, 17th January
1884, No. 17 :— '

In forwarding the accompanying -?apers to the Board of Revenue, the undersigned
; is directed to request that the approxi-
1. Letter from the Superintending Engineer, mate extent of the land which the Public

Y Circle, _da.ted 12th January 1884, bear-
;z%ogg::;it Vg:g;lgip?gzﬁelgotms-fg ferred to the Municipality and its probable
9. Sketch tra,cing’ Setarred. 10 iy the sbovil value may be ascertained and reported for
i the information of Government.
9. Tt will be observed that the fand in question is part of that referred to in
Board’s Proceedings, dated 19th Septeémber 1883, No. 2821.

* * * * *

Works Department consider can be trans-

Reference on the above, dated 24th January 1884.
Referred to the Collector of Madras for report.

(Signed) E. GIBSON,
Secretary.
To the Collector of Madras, with memorandnm

and two enclosures in orginal to be;re-
turned. ‘

‘Read—the following letter from C.‘fD. MACLEANE, Esq., Acting Collector of
Madras, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 11th March 1884,
No. 73 :—

In reply to reference on Sub-Register No. 99, dated 24th January 1884, I have
the honor to state that, taking scale measurement on the survey plan, the area of the
Government portion of the swamp is ‘approximately 111 cawnies, the value of which
may be taken at Rs. 100 a cawny if sold in small lots. No assessment has as Tet been
fixed.




| tending

vith copy of G.O., dated 30th May

(Bigned) I E. STOKES,
Ag. Secy. to Government.

~~ No. 1987-

e - s
red to the Superintending Engineer, ViCircle, for opinion, with reference to
1877 above quoted.

" (By Order.}

HEPAUK, (Signed) % BOWEN, Major, R.E,,
ber 1883. ' ¥ Under Secy. to Govt., P.W.D.

the following Memorandum from #he Public Works Department, dated
~ Madras, 23rd November 1883, No. 2308-C.

Endorsement in the Financial Department, No. 1714, dated 5th September 1883.
.~ Letter from the Superintending Engincer, ¥ Circle, No. 2354, dated 26th Sep-
~ tember 1883. : k

Endorsement in the Financial Department, No. 2151, dated 10th November 1883,

~ Endorsement in the Revenue Department, No. 4047, dated 8th October 1883.

' Letter from the Superintending Engineer, V Circle, No. 2853, dated 12th Nov-

- There is no objection in the Public 'Warks Department to the transfer of the
m question to the Madras Municipality to the extent specified by the Superin-
t Engineer, V Circle, in his letter, No. 2853, of the 12th November 1883,
X . ENcrLosvRE,
r from Colonel H. L. PRENDERGAST, R.E., Superintending Engineer, V Circle, to
- the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, dated Chepik, 12th November 1383,
No. 2853. 4
I -ii!‘!eﬁ-_ii'lﬁng your endorsement No. 1987-C, dated 17th ultimo, T have the honor to report

tha it appears to be necessary that the land

$8 0 1810, of 17th Octoher 1883, on Pro- whilh lies within the contour line run at the
“Board 3 Septembe P £ : < h
T B Q8,00 Bopteam b level of 6 inches below ordinary high tide

svernment endorsements, Nos. 1465 and 3235, of [10mld be reserved for tidal action. This

L and 4th August 1883. TR | watter is dealt with by the Executive Enoi-

e T cenatuen | R is report No. 719, dated 200k T

- Government , Revenue Department, No. 1855, of 30th 1882, sent with my letter, No. 1206, dated
y 1877. ! 308h June 1882. :

the following official memorandum from the Secretary to Government,
Revenue Department, to the Publie Works Department, dated Fort St.
- George, 7th December 1883, No. 421,

" With reference to memorandum of the Public Works Department, dated 23rd
ember 1883, No. 2308-C, it is requested that the boundaries of the land which can
transferred to the Municipality may be marked on the tracing, which forms an
npaniment to the letter of the President of the Municipality, dated 25th July last,

b the Executive Engineer’s report of the 29th June preceding, referred to in the
iperintending Engineer’s letter of the 12th November, No. 2853, may be furnished
The papers received with the memorandum under acknowledgment are here-

returned.
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Swamp

between St. Thomé and the Adyar.—Grant of a
lease of — to the Madras Municipality for thirty
years on certain conditions, sanctioned.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

L REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

) ‘ﬁ ing letter from A. T. ARUNDEL, Esq., President of the Madras

" Municipal Commission, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras,
- 25th July 1883, P.W.C. No. 663:— B

laints have often been made of the nuisance arising from the swamp lying

St. Thomé and the Adyar around what i8 known as Quibble Island. When

» sand-bar of the Adyar river is open and the frésh water has escaped into the sea, the
water enters at high tide, flooding the swamp. After the north-east monsoon no

* fresh water, except from occasional showers, enters the swamp, which then becomes
" fooded with sea-water alone. The bar of the Adyar closes early in the year, and the
gradual evaporation of the salt water in the swamp gives rise to offensive exhalations,
‘svhich are carried over St. Thomé by the southerly winds. The only large house
~ immediately north of the swamp has for years been uninhabited owing to its notorious

: " unhealthiness. On consultation with the Vice-President Mr. Jones (now on leave)

. T found that there would be little difficulty in preventing the influx of salt water into
~ the swamp by the erection of one or more low bunds. After the salt of the soil has been
sufficiently washed out by the fresh water received from loeal drainage, a considerable
area of the swamp could be permanently reclaimed.

9. Asa means of making this very desirable improvement to the neighbourhood of
8t. Thomé eventually remunerative to the Municipality, I have the honor to request that
the Government will be pleased to make over the area of the swamp, consisting of about
130 acres, to the Municipality free of quit-rent or assessment, or at a nominal rate.
Such portions as may be found suitable for the purpose will gradually be planted with
casuarinas with a view to supplying the Municipality in course of time with the fire-
wood which will be required in increasing quantities for the steam-pumps to be used in
connection with drainage throughout the town.

3. I enclose a tracing showing the positionl of the swamp with reference to St.
Thomé and to the Adyar. The area to be reclaimed is colored pink and lies north of
Greenway’s Road angd of the place marked in plan as “site for bund.”

No. 1465.
Transferred to the Revenue Deparfment for consideration.
(By Orders)

(OOTACAMUND, (Signed) E. S. LAFFAN,
3rd August 1883. Ag. Under Secretary.

Mis. No. 3235.
Referred to the Collector of Madras for repert through the 3Joagd of Revenue.

QOTACAMUND, (Signed ) H. E. STOKES,
4th August 1883. Ag. Secy. to Government.
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B i (Signed)  H. E. STOKES,
1 R Ag Secy. to Government.

(By Order. t

ot 1 "f”' (Signed) G BOWEN, Major, R.E.,
‘2 4ol *  Under Secy. to Govt., P.W.D.

.“Memomndum from the Public Works Department, dated
8, 23rd November 1883, No. 2308-C.

ent t I“ina.ncm.l Department, No. 1714, dated 5th September 1883.
tending Engineer, ¥ Clrcle, No. 2354, dated 26th Sep-

‘._Enancml Dep‘n'tment No. "1)1 dated l()th \owmbel leS.

to the Revenue Department for the further necessary action.

objection in the Public Works Department to the transfer of the
to the Madras Municipality to the extent specified by the Supcrm-
V Circle, in his letter, No. 2853, of the 12th November 188:

ENCLOSURE.
‘Colonel H. L. PRENDERGAST, R.E., Saperintending Engineer, V Circle, to
Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, dated Chepik, 12th November 1583

pobirning your endorsement No, 1987-C, dated 17th ultimo, I have the honor to report
R that it appears to be nec essary that the land

. 1987-C, of 17th October 1883, on Pro- high lies within the contour line run at the
level of 6 inches below ordinary high tide

ern entendomements Nos. 1465 and 3235, of should be reserved for tidal action. This
AW 1883. : matter is dealt with by the Executive Engi-
m‘de“mmp“htV’\o 663,0£28th  eeriin his report No. 719, dated 29th June

1882, sent with my letter, No. 1206, dated
30th June 1882.

Ag the following official memorandum from the Secretary to Government,
Revenue Department, to the Public Works Department, dated Fort St.

George, 7th December 1883, No. 421
Fith reference to memorandum of the Public Works Department, dated 23rd
ember 1883, No. 2308-C, it is requested that the boundaries of the land which can
b "erred to the Mumclpahty may be marked on the tracing, which forms an
ent to the letter of the President of the Municipality, dated 25th J uly last,

ﬂ‘mt the Executive Engineer’s report of the 29th June pr eceding, referred to in the
tending Engineer’s letter of the 12th November, No. ‘7605 may be furnished ‘

reference.
" 2. The papers received with the memorandum under acknowledgment are here-

Bl i turned.
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