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must be a general one, with reference
suffer from the present incidence of

igned) T.E. MARSHALL,
X2 Acting Master Attendant.

& CO., to the
pas, Hth June 1884,
will bring before His Excellency
gion of Harbour Dues levied under
d to beg that some remission of the

y and 1st March 1884, we ordered from England two
together about 170 tons, for a native constituent of ours

qud-tfleﬂdr&ér with us gent for other natives in Bimlipatam

n was eventually destined.
jon that Harbour Dues would be levied from 1st April was not

the first portion  of the order was sent, and the
incidence on shipments vid Madras,

_ ‘80 tons by the S.8.* Clan Maclean,”
Clan Macingosh” and has to pay Harbour Dues of
ing but also the re-shipping to Bimlipatam,

per cent. on the cost (about Rs. 80

¢ is with much difficulty this port has been able to compete with Bombay and

ta for the trade of the Coast’ Ports of the Madras Presidency, and if this

' the import of Bar Tron is to be permitted the native dealers will find 1t

, to their advantage to buy iron in alcutta, or order direct from England,

for transhipment at Bombay to the British India Steamers, and by them to be
elivered at the Ports on the Coast of Madras.

erence of 12s. 6d. to 16s. per ton generally exists between freight to

Bo nd;Ma,dras,faxId the British India Steamers often carry cargo as cheaply
from Bombay to a Port on the Madras Coast, as they will do from Madras to the
Madras coast ports, s0 that not only might the Madras Harbour Dues of Rs. 2-11-0
“per ton be saved, ‘but possibly the Iron could be landed at Bimlipatam wid. Bombay,
heaper, than we could do it wid Madras, even supposing no Harbour Dues were

2ot that it has not yet been attempted is owing to the conservatism of
> which continues in the old groove, as long as it can be econducted
bly in the accustomed channels.

an extra 3} per cent. on the cost of a ‘shipment of iron will necessitate
deavour to avoid the heavy costs of transhipment- at Madras, and it will be
“that other articles can also be obtained without the intervention of Madras.
I‘ﬁe@xporb;trg'ﬁ‘ad:ev of Madras will suffer; and as & CONSeqUONCe, its imports will
ally fall off.

e beg to suggest that as steamers having paid Port Dues, are not liable on
return, if within 90 days, the same indulgence be extended to the Imports of
dras, re-expotted within the same time, say 90 days, and to request that a
und be ordered of the Export Harbour Dues paid on the Fron to which we have
had the honor to call your especial attention.
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_ Actmg Master Attendant, Administrative

. hé Hox'sir E. FORSTER WFBSTER Chief

etary to Govermnent Marine Department, Fort Saint George, dated
_gdras, Marine Oﬂice, 29th May, 1834, No. 5216.

‘herewith the letter from the Mill- -OWning
or report with your endorsement No, 1141,

=g The Mlll-owners .eomplain of the heavy burden imposed on them by

of Harbour Dues at 1 rupee & annas per ton on all coal imported by them

nte ' ctually 1 rupee 5 annas 6 pies per ton.

They -eomlilam that coal at Madras €o8ts more than at Bombay, owing to the heavy

Port dues levied at the former port, but as the Ship-owner, and not the Mill-owner,

pays these dues, I fail to see that they have any grievance to complain of on this

ore. Freight outward bound from the ['nited hmo'dom to Madras has always, and

KR Al Fe0Er] 7 ~ . willalways, be somewhat higher than to Bombay for two reasons : —First, because a

- G ' oyage to Bombay is much shorter than one to Madras ; and \econdlv, because
' el S 1 S o e - Bombay is a great commereial port, where a return freight to England or elsewhere

FLah sy | : s always obtainable. But even with all its advanta(re Bombay, from the letter

- under notice, manages to land its coal at Rupees 2 12 per ton less than Madras, a

- result which can only reasonably ected not only on coal, but on every article

< Of forelgn imperte: - L f

820555 The Mxll-owners, however,; further allege that the landing charges on
coal at Madras is Rupees 1-8 per ton.  The legal charge is Rs. 1-8 per Masula boat

. carrying one-and-a-half ton of 20 ewt., and is therefore equivalent to 1 rupee per
ton, or annas in excess of the Bombay rate. Butitis a \\.11 known fact that
since the eonstruction of the Harbour, Masula boats have been permitted to
land 251;050 per cent. over and above the quantity allowed by the Schedule under
Act, the Master Attendant havmo thc 1»0\\ er to mmt the concession.

% B,- r 9 annas and 7 ples per tc? so that You “111 obse'l\c tlmt even on tht,
8601'8 of land_m .charges, the Madras "Mill-owners have no cause to complain.

-
n reference to the comparison instituted by the Mill-owners between

relabwe value of Indigo and Coal, I would observe that the Harbour Committee,
in their ﬂéhberazﬁmns on the ways and means of levying the dues, appear to have
g5 ded upon levying them on the bulk or capacity of a package, and not on its
alue,' and the Schedule was framed accordingly. The Chamber of Commerce, in a
communication to this office, remarks as follows upon the principle on which the
dues arelevied—** It is a Serious matter, as it is, for articles of comparatively small
va.lue, sneh as Ground Nuts, Castor Seed, and anxnerlc to be taxed at Rupee 1-9-6
- per ton of 20 ewt., say about-2 per-cent. of value, while Indigo, Coffee, Cotton, &c., |
are let off for i to L per cent, and the 1: ud\lnp will be increased if the former
~articles are taxed according to Tonnage scale at 16, 15 and 14 cwts. respectively.
The Tonnage seale was made for Freight purposes, and has nothing to do with
Harbour Dues. - Comparatively cheap goods should not be taxed for dues % the same
way as costly ones. For example, Avaran Bark (used for tanning) worth Rs. 15 to
Rs. 22 per candy, has to pay Rupees 1-9-6 per ton of 8 cwts., or as much as is levied
upoen C mchonaBa‘rk whieli is worth Rupees 350 to Rupees 400 per candy.” I
would therefore recommend that the Chamber be asked to appoint a special
_Sub-Committee to consider the question, and revise the Schedule upon an
lorein ‘basis, so' arranging the incidence of the dues upon all articles of
; : o ooy B - : e erce, as to provide the Government in Revenue with a sum of 385,937 Rupees
e TRE V- G R = - I L 3: per ‘annum or thereabouf, as Harbour Dues, this sum being the amount originally
TR S ~ e : ~estimated by the Harbour Committee. 1’011(11110 this revision, I fail to see how any
pe. O =, . i ‘one class of goods can be eliminated from the Schedule and ex cmptcd from taxation,
Harbour Dues are by law leviable on ““all goods.”
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