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N - READ—the followfng letter from J. C. SHAW, Esq., Chairman, Chamber of Com.
: Inerce, Madras, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
Ootacamund, dated Madras, 19th June 1884 :—.

The Chamber has to acknowledge the’courtesy‘ of the Madras Government in
obtaining from the Government of India sanction for the communication of the Home
Gevernment’s decision to keep open the eastern entrance of the Madras Harbour.

2. Itisincumbent upon me to inform you that the Chamber cordially endorses what
it has reason to believe is the objection of this Government to the maintenance of an
eastern entrance.” The opinion in favor of that entrance, which has been expressed
by the Special Committee of distinguished Civil Engiaeers appointed by the Secretary
¢ of State to consider the subject, is one that neeessarily commands the respect of the
- Chamber; but, on the other Land, the personal experience of the conditions of this port (?
- and coast, and a keen appreciation of the drawbacks that have attended the original -
plan, should be accepted as ample excuse for the expression of the Chamber’s dissent -
from the Committee’s conclusion, .- The Chamber is under the impression that the eastern
entrance was condemned by General Sir Arthur Cotton, R.E., before the work was
begun ; and, in regard to this ma}tter, 1t feels constrained to attach more value to the
very extensive local knowledge and great professional attainments of that distin-
guished officer than it can give to the decision of a committee formed of gentlemen
‘who, however professionaily distinguished, are, 50 far as the Chamber ig aware, unac-
quainted personally with-the Coromandel Coast. Moreover, the Chamber’s corfidence
in professional as distinet from local knowledge has not been strengthened by the
obvious failure of the harbour as an engineering work, - [t yielded to the first strain
of any magnitude that was put upon it, and that strain wasg small as compared with
~what the work would have been subjected to had it been in existence when the
cyclone of 1872 visited Madras. :

3. The Chamber earnestly submits that it is essentia] ¢
water within the harbour, even in comparatively mild, and much more then in posi.
tively rough, weather, that the harbour should be protected by an unbroken break-

- Water or pier from the extremse eastern end of the southern p;
the corresponding end of the north pier. The Chamber b
necessity for this eontinuous breakwater or pier, not upon the observation of the

) disturbed state of the water since the eastern piers were wrecked

s tion of the swell that rendered shipping operations difficult when the harbour was on

i the point of completion. The sea rushed through the parrow opening, and imme-

diately it penetrated into the harbour, the swell extended right and left and made the
enclosed water tumultuous, as compared with the state of the water on the leeside of -

the harbour, The entrance at the north-eastern coruer, which h

local authorities, seems to the Chamber to be far preierable from ever
than the proposed return to'a plan which has been tried and has failed.
4. The Chamber would, therefore, beg that the Government of India may be
informed that the Chamber has given due consideratio
driven to the conclusion that it would be hazardous
Do ) recommendation that has been made by local authoritie
‘;;‘iﬁ;;:’;‘;‘?» WAy et . an easicin, entrance to the Madras Harbour,
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