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cement of local manufactury were purcbumd at Rs. 39 per ton ;. this cement hnd been
purchased previously at Its. 43 per. ton, but the quality ot that tnn(u"un not satisfactory
and as it did not come up to the required test the contract was terpuinated. o

1. Irou choiny, canvas and deal planks, come next on the list of stores iinported.
‘The Giret articlo 13 uot ulways procurble of wize or quality required, “und when ono ia
pressed to purchase in the local market the cost is often as hbigh as Ne. 32
per cwt.; the rate, when  imported,  ranges from 15 to 18 rupces per cwt
Canvas  orcasiounlly when out of stock in provious yeass was purchased  from
the leading locsl tradesman, and ilthough at a cost of 10 to 12 aunas per yard tho
quality was not cqual to the price, whilst the inported article cost on un average about
one-third lese.  Deal planhs are, 29 8 rule, alwaye nnpnrtqd. bcmg.dnﬁcu!t to obtain
locally, and when procurable tho prnice, demnandid is sometimes 38 high as 0 per cent.
over the imported mic. Diver's gear s never procumble in the local market.  On{wo
or three oteasions when the atock of noderelothing, such as drawwers and jervies wus
exhausted, tlannel ‘wad-purchased in the market ut Xs. 1-5-0 and Ks. 1-10-0 per yard,
the material beiig then made up by the diver thetselves 1nto jersies.

. Naleand serews have slways been purchnsed in the lacal tnarket wheaever
required.  Serens might probably Lo imported at a cost of 25 per ceut. lesa than local
prices. ‘

6. Iron and steel of various sizes were imported when the works were com.
menced. Many of the sizes still remain in stock. In works of thin cJass the requirements
are so various aund eametimes w0 sulden, and thero s ro much ditficulty to
obtain things in the local market, that it Ras been found adyvisable to keep different

articles in stock. .

7. Coal and ceke were nhenya purchased locally, the former from some onc of the
agency firms at Ite. 23 to Ra. 25 per ton. lu 1577, 700 tons of coal were bought
at tho Public Worke Stores for RRe. 271 per ton Coke has been boughl' from
tho Madras Railway Company at la. 45 per ton. (Casuanna firewoud groam in the
country 1s largely used to aupplement cosl, and costs from Ra. 9] to 111 per ton.
paint oils being always obtaiouble in the market are

No stock has been kept or imported sinco the consign-
ut which wae supplemented

8. Paints, varmish, aud
purchascd ooly when peeded.
ment reeeived when these worke were (ommeuced, b
1w 1878 by a supply from the Public Works Stores.

9. Cordage—anilla rope and spun yam—aro always in request, and for
anmice work Munilla cordage ia indispeusable. W hen not procurablo iu the Govermnmeut
Areenal or Madras Rarlway Compauy's stores the focal murkot has to be reeorted to
pnd as high a mte avJe 38t Jta 52 perewt.is demanded.  Coir rupe of loczd manu-
facturn 18 honever largely uecd, nnd aherever pmclic:tblc substituted for Maoilla; tho
higlest prico paud for <-ur rope has heen Reo 1 perent. Spun Yarn Nk on 00e (G
rion obtained from Bombay nt 3 annas per Ib. or 2 anoas above tho pnec of the
imported article, but the quality of tho {ormer did not cequal that of tho latter. "I'lnc
artiele waa for a second tune in 1880-81 obtained in the local market when as bigh a
prico as Bx."1.2-0 per 1b. was paud.

10. A quantity of castings of grar for machinery is exccuted at tho Government
Public Works Departinent Workshops, but thero aro certain wheels, ano.p:\rts of

machinery and plant whicl it i found
* Sointciva by 88 Dade of Argsle. Mans~,  pecrexary to import from llnglmd. these
and Jlanlow ore indicated @ in detail Statenent A,

1. ¥ wnch regret the delay, vxplained an parmgeaph 2, thut there has heen in

prescnting Unis repert.

No. 156,
Onprk—dated 23ed Septomber 1882, No. 2472 W, Public Worsa.

Orlered to be forwarded to the Government of India, with refercnce to their
lctter No. 79-0. G, dated 2g0d Fcbruary 1882.
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