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‘ Bringing fo the notice of Government the
' ‘need that exists for the speedy removal of ‘the |
Commissariat Slaughter-house from the Govern-

ment Farm lands, Saidépet, and requesting -
‘attention to the question of the meat-supply of .

k 'the Commissariat Department. , 7
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4 Boarp or Revenue, 24tH Novemser 1882, No. 2897,

‘ aintaining that  a slaughter-house could be constructed in this posi&:\n so as to
::r(gi?itilﬁl:(ﬁlrces of annoy%mce to residents in the neighbourllood.”' Nevertheless, the
Government (Order, No. 979, dated 8th March 187‘7) resolved to le,ave the slaughter-
house for the present on the farm, ¢ as the matter is not emergent.” The reason for
this is not apparent, as the removal was considered to be an immediate necessity some
months previous. . ‘

14. The subject was revived in 1881, and a new site near the Government
Bakery was proposed to be acquired under Act X of 1870. But sub§equ$ntly it was
considered better to remove the yards to the ol.d Superintending Engineer’s Office on
the south side of the Adyar River, and in their Order, No. 122, dated 31§t Ja_nuary
‘ 1882, Government referred the matter to the Public Works Department, in view to
[ . estimates being prepared. The Board have heard nothing since. .

« : {True Copies and_Extract.)

(Signed) E. GIBSON,
. . Acting Secretary.

. To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
‘ with copies of Board’s Proceedings, 5th August 1882,
. No. 1949, and 29th August 1882, No. 2158,
» » Superintendent, Government Farms *- -
» » Director of Agriculture.

e Bl TRy B P L L T AT e e -

Exd. A. Raitt.

deatigie ot




B VN A TRt Vs %
- E

T Y .

Boarp or Revenue, 24tH Novewmber 1882, No. 2897.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE.

Reap—the following letter from W. R. ROBERTSON, Esq., m.r.AC, Superintendent,
Government Farms, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Saiddpet,
'13th September 1882, No. 1305 :—

- With reference to paragraph 8 of the Board’s Proceedings, No. 2158, dated the
29th August last, I have the honor to suggest that the best means of obtaining the
facts in question would be to direct the Deputy Inspector of Cattle Diseases to inspect
the cattle on their way through the farm to the slaughter yards, and to report the
results of his inspections, and I accordingly request the sanction of the Board to adopt
this course.

Reap—the following letter from W. R. ROBERTSON, Esq., M.R.A.C., Superintendent,
Government Farms, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated
Said4pet, 16th October 1882, No. 1474 :— :

T'have the honor to reply to the Board’s Proceedings, Miscellaneous No. 7341
of the 21st of September last. I am not aware that I wrote more strongly in paraorapli
2 of my letter, No. 1165, of the 14th of August, regarding the liability of the farm
stock to attacks of disease brought by the Commissariat cattle- and sheep, than I have
repeatedly done in my annual and other reports to the Board. ’

2. I would refer the Board to paragraph 75 of my report for the ye ;
the 31st of March 1880, and to paragraphs 61 and 64 ofym}?(l)'eport for tﬁre a;olfsggg
year. Last year—ide paragraph 104 of my Annual Report—our stock were severel;
attacked by foot-and-mouth disease, and, though we lost none, we were put to g
considerable expense in connection with this outbreak. On the 9th of August last
a case of ¢ Anthrax ” appeared in the Aden, herd, and the most valuable cow of thé
lot succumbed to the disease. As will be seen from the enclosed copy of a report
received by me at Coonoor, we were put to a very considerable expense, in connection
with this outbreak of disease, in having to remove the whole of the live stock, both
cattle and sheep, from the farm buildings, and to provide temporary sheds else;vhere
for occupation until the buildings were declared to be free from infection. . :

8. It will be seen—vide the table given at paragraph 119 of my Annual Report
for last year—that in the two years ending 31st of March 1881, we lost 1o less than
191 sheep in a flock, the average strength of which in all was about 270; and it must
be remembered that these were very valuable sheep, being the result of g breedin
experiment extending over 13 years. These sheep, I must again point out, had neve%
been off the farm estate ; indeed, I do not think they were ever within half-a-mile
of the public road, and the disease (small-pox) could be communicated only by contact

Y

with animals suffering from the disease.

4. I can only repeat the request made’ in my letter, No. 1305, of the 13th of
September last, viz., that the Board will be good enough to authorize the Inspector of
Cattle Diseases to have the Commissariat cattle and sheep inspected before going on
the farm, This district having recently been declared to be an dnfected one mgldér
Act IT of 1866, it seems to me that, under Sections, 12 and 15 of the Act, the courge

proposed should be followed. Little or no good would be likely to follow from

declaring the Act to be in force in the district unless means are taken to detect the
presence of contagious disease amongst. herds and flocks travelling in or throyeh
the district. ‘ : : S °
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Excrosure No. 1,

From K. SCHIFFMAYER, Esq.,.Assistant Sﬁperiutendent in charge of the Said4pet Farm

‘to the Superintendent, Government Farms, dated Saiddpet, 12th August 1882,

No. 612-B. i ’

I regret to inform you that the cow  Sultanna II” died last night at 10 o’clock, it is
believed from Anthrax. ’

2. Last Wednesday, the 9th of August, when I went through the yard after noon at 2-30
the Acting Storekeeper reported that the cow was quite well until 11 o’clock morning of the
same date, but she refused food at noon-time. I examined the cow at once, and found her ears
cold and some mucus in her dung. The cow was at once removed to the sick shed. T asked "
Mr. Mills to see the cow, and some medicine was prepared at once. Mr, Mills came at about

.+4-30 ; the cow had become by this time restless, which may have been partly due to her having
been removed from the other cows. The cow received the medicine that Mr. Mills preseribed,

3. Mr. Mills ordered Mr, Shunker to attend the cow ; he came next morning, and declared
the disease to be Anthrax. Some students of the Veterinary Hospital were put in charge of the
cow, and Mr. Shunker remained a considerable part of the day with the cow. I beliove that the
stute of the cow on that day was not discouraging, although it had become worse towards even-
ing. Next morning—that is yesterday morning—the cow appeared to be much better ; after
noon at about 3 o’clock she became worse, had apparently much pain, and was very much excited.
Mr. Mills came yesterday evening, and considered the state very eritical. The cow got gradually
worse, and died this morning at 10 o’clock in my presence.

4. Yesterday evening all the cattle were removed from the yard—the bullocks to the tama-
rind tope, and the cows to the buildings at the Northern Section. The sheep have been
removed to-day. A temporary shed to protect the bullocks from rain i being erected in the
tamarind tope. The sheep shed, cow shed and the place where the sick cow was kept, is being
disinfected, under the immediate orders of Mr. Shunker. Mr. Mills stated that he will forward
his medical report to you. :

.

Resorvrron—dated 24th November 1852, No. 2897,

The Board resolve™to bring to the notice of Government the urgent need that
exists for the speedy removal from the Government Farm lands, Saiddpet, of the
Commissariat slaughter-house that now stands in their midst, In doing so, théy would
| - request the attention of Government to the incidental question of the meat-supply of
the Commissariat Department. . -

2. So far back as 1872, Mr. Robertson (letter to the Board of Revenue, No. 322
dated 24th April, paragraph 4) wrote :—* The present Madras Farms have their dray-.
backs, the chief of these being the poverty of the soils, want of pasturage, deficient
arrangements for irrigation, the presence of a slaughter-house in their centre, &e, ”

3. Subsequently some correspondence took place with reference to the unhealth
condition of certain cattle brought to the slaughter-house, between the Superintex?den{
of the Farms and the Commissary-General, but it did not lead to the slaughter-house
being removed nor to the evil being remedied. °

1876-77, Mr. Robertson stated that it was unadvisable to attempt to keep a good herd
of live-stock on the farm owing to the presence of the Commissariat slaughter-house
on_account of the ¢ risk that would be run of importing disease into the herd. »

.5, This was repeated in the report for 1877-78 (paragraph 94), when it wag
again pointed out that the experiment in stock-breeding had to be postponed, because
of the non-removal of the slaughter-house,

, : 6. Again, in paragraph 92 of the report for 1878-79, Mr. Robertson ¢ .
of the evil results on the farm of the presle)ance of the slaughter-house, ealli(;]n;pﬁzg(}
tion to certain incidental disadvantages, and adding that it was then hoped that the
' * yards would be removed ¢ during the early part of the present year, »
7. In his Annual Report for the year 1879-80, paragraph 77, Mr. R,
again found himself c.ompelled to recomm}:and the postptﬁlem%ntp of p;uchasfzgegs;n
new farm live-stock till such time as the slaughter-house should be removed whﬂe
(paragraph 75) he stated that the « stock-breeding experiments which it was résolveg

T e e B AR

4. - In paragraph 87 of his report on the Said4pet Experimelital Farm for .

in 1875 to proceed with are still deferred chiefly because the Commissariat slaughter. -
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yards still remain on’ the farm.” In this year the farm suffered severely from their
presence.  An outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease (epizootic’ aptha) amongst the
farm sheep caused the death of seven and prostrated many others, and this was
followed by an attack of sheep-pox (variola ovina) which resulted in the loss of 70
sheep, and the permanent disablement from ruined constitutions of many more.
¢ Both these outbreaks can only be attributed to diseased sheep being driven through
the farm on their way to the slaughter-yards, and so bringing in the infection, for
our sheep are never allowed to go beyond the limits of the farm, which is also
extremely isolated.” Three bullocks also were lost by Rinderpest, and “the disease

can only be traced to diseased ‘cattle having been brought in for slaughter.” .

8. Mr. Robertson’s protest was repeated in his report for 1880-81 (paragraphs
60, 61, 64, 78). The presence of the slaughter-house resulted that year in (1) the
further postponement of all experiments in stock-breeding, six years having now been
lost ; (2) an attack of foot-and-mouth disease, which happily did not prove fatal, amongst
the cattle; (3) the death of 99 head of sheep from vuriols ovina, and the illness of

many more.

9. During the year 1851-82, foot-and-mouth disease again broke out amongst the
cattle—communicated, there is no reason to doubt, in the same way—but no deaths
ensued.

10. In August 1882, however, the farm suffered a severe loss in the death of
the finest Aden cow from anthraz. This was the apimal that during the previous
year had yielded so large a supply of milk that Mr. Robertson wrote of it ¢ the out-
turn of milk is higher than is usually obtained from the cows of some of the most
esteemed dairy breeds.”

11. The Superintendent, having several times objected to the commencement of
an experimental farm on commercial principles, on the ground that the presence of the
slaughter-house neutralized his best endeavours in the direction of maintenance of
healthy live-stock, was again addressed on the subject by the Board, and replied by
his letter, No. 1165, of 14th August 1882, printed with Board’s Proceedings, No 2158,
of 20th August 1882. The Board called on him to “ substantiate, by facts that can be
quoted and relied on, his statements that diseased cattle are allowed to be brought to
the slaughter-house,” and his letters printed above constitute the reply.

12. The Board are satisfied that Mr. Robertson’s deductions that the disease, in
all the cases‘above mentioned, was communicated by the slaughter-house cattle, is
correct, for the position of the stock-yards is so isolated and so distant from any
thoroughfare, that it seems almost impossible for the infection to be conveyed in any
other way. It is no part of the Board’s duty to comment on the necessity that exists
for preserving the health of the troops by the supply of wholesome meat, and they
content themselves with drawing the attention of Government to the fact that
diseased animals are frequently brought for slaughter at the yards. They must, .
however, sirongly urge on Government the removal of these slaughter-yards from the
farm on account of injury done to the farm by their presence. Short of complete
removal of the yards, only one course remains, viz., that every animal offered for
slaughter be inspected, before it enters on the farm lands, by a competent Veterinary
Surgeon. Y

13. The Board are aware that difficulties have been found to exist in the way of
selecting a site for a new slaughter-house. In their Order of 30th August 1876,
No. 4398, Government canctioned ¢ for immediate execution ” a plan for erecting the
new slaughter-house and quarters for the station butcher opposite the Saiddpet Toll+
bar at a cost of Rs. 8,600 and Rs. 3,500, respectively, but on a strong remonstrance
by the Collector of Chingleput, Government were pleased to direct that, if possible, a
new site might be selected 1n some less objectionable locality (G.0., No. 1458, of 11th
October 1876). Correspondence followed, the Military authorities being anxious to find
some site situated about half-way between the Fort and the Mount, and the Collector
stating that he could find no suitable site. The Sanitary Com}nissionel' (letter, No. 164,
of 27th February 137 7) stated that he could see no valid objection to the gelected site
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maintaining that ‘ a slaughter-house could be constructed in this position so as to
avoid all sources of annoyance to residents in the neighbourhood.” Nevertheless, the
Government (Order, No. 979, dated 8th March 1877) resolved to léave the slaughter-
house for the present un the farm, ¢ as the matter is not emergent.”” The reason for
this is not apparent, as the removal was considered to be an immediate necessity some
months previous., :

14. The subject was revived in 1881, and a new site near the Government
Bakery was proposed to be acquired under Act X of 1870. But subsequently it was
considered better to remove the yards to the old Superintending Engineer’s Office on
the south side of the Adyar River, and in their Order, No. 122, dated 31st J anuary
1882, Government referred the matter to the Public Works Department, in view to
estimates being prepared. The Board have heard nothing since.

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) E. GIBSON,
. Acting Secretary,

To the Secretary to Goyernment, Revenue Deparﬁnent,
with copies of Board’s Proceedings, 5th August 1682,

. o No. 1949 82, No. 215
» » Superintendent, Government Fm'mso ? nnd 29th August 1852, No. 2138,

» » Director of Agriculture,

Exd. A. Raitt.
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Bosrp or REVENUE, 24tH Novemser 1882, No. 2897.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE.

Reap—the following letter from W. R. ROBERTSON, Esq., m.r.A.c., Superintendent,
Government Farms, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Said4pet,
13th September 1882, No. 1305 :—

. 'With reference to paragraph 3 of the Board’s Proceedings, No. 2158, dated the
29th August last, I have the honor to suggest that the best means of obtaining the
facts in question would be to direct the Deputy Inspector of Cattle Diseases to inspect
the cattle on their way through the farm to the slaughter yards, and to report the
results of his inspections, and I accordingly request the sanction of the Board to adopt
this course,

Reap—the following letter from W. R. ROBERTSON, Esq., M.R.A.C., Superintendent,
Government Farms, .to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated
Said4pet, 16th October 1882, No. 1474 :— '

I'have the honor to reply to the Board’s Proceedings, Miscellaneous No. 7341,
of the 21st of September last. I am not aware that I wrote more strongly in paragraph
2 of my letter, No. 1165, of the 14th of August, regarding the liability of the farm
stock to attacks of disease brought by the Commissariat cattle- and sheep, than I have
repeatedly done in my annual and other reports to the Board.

2. I would refer the Board to paragraph 75 of my report for the year ending
the 31st of March 1880, and to paragraphs 61 and 64 of my report for the following
year. Last year—wide paragraph 104 of my Annual Report—our stock were severely
attacked by foot-and-mouth disease, and, .though we lost none, we were put toa
considerable expense in connection with this outbreak. On the 9th of August last,
a case of ¢ Anthrax” appeared in the Aden, herd, and the most valuable cow of the
lot succumbed to the disease. As will be seen from the enclosed copy of a report
received by me at Coonoor, we were put to & very considerable expense, in connection
with this outbreak of disease, in having to remove the whole of the live stock, both
cattle and sheep, from the farm buildings, and to provide temporary sheds elsewhere
for occupation until the buildings were declared to be free from infection. . :

8. It will be seen—vide the table given at paragraph 119 of my Annual Report
for last year—that in the two years ending 31st of March 1881, we lost no less than
191 sheep in a flock, the average strength of which in all wasabout 270; and it must
bo remembered that these were very valuable sheep, being the result of a breeding
experiment extending over 13 years. These sheep, I must again point out, had never
been off the farm estate; indeed, I do not think they were ever within half-a-mile
of the public road, and the disease (small-pox) could be communicated only by contact
with animals suffering from the disease. . , S

4. 1 can only repeat the request made’ in my letter, No. 1305, of the 13th of
September last, viz., that the Board will be good enough to authorize the Inspector of
Cattle Diseases to have the Commissariat cattle and sheep inspected before going on
the farm. This district having recently been declared to be an tnfected one under

- Act II of 1866, it seems to me that, under Sections, 12 and 15 of the Act, the course

proposed should: be followed. Little or no good would be likely to follow from
declaring the Act to be in force in the district unless means are taken to detect the
presence of contagious disease amongst herds and flocks travelling in or through
the district. : C
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE.

Reap—the following letter from W. R. ROBERTSON, Esq., M.R.A.c., Superintendent,
Government Farms, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Said4pet,
13th September 1882, No. 1305 :— »

With reference to paragraph 3 of the Board’s Proceedings, No. 2158, dated the
29th August last, I have the honor to suggest that the best means of obtaining the
facts in question would be to direct the Deputy Inspector of Cattle Diseases to inspect

"the cattle on their way through the farm to the slaughter yards, and to report the

results of his inspections, and I accordingly request the sanction of the Board to adopt
this course, ‘

Reap—the following letter from W. R. ROBERTSON, Esq., ar.R.4.c., Superintendent,
Government Farms, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated
Said4pet, 16th October 1882, No. 1474 :— .

T'have the honor to reply to the Board’s Proceedings, Miscellancous No. 7341
of the 21st of September last. I am not aware that I wrote more strongly in paragrap};
2 of my letter, No. 1165, of the 14th of August, regarding the liability of the farm
stock to attacks of diseise brought by the Commissariat cattle and sheep, than I have
repeatedly done in my annual and other reports to the Board.

2. I would refer the Board to paragraph 75 of my report for the vear endine
the 31st of March 1880, and to paragraphs 61 and 64 of my report for the following
year. Last year—ide paragraph 104 of my Annual Report—our stock were severel;
attacked by foot-and-mouth disease, and, though we lost none, we were put to a
considerable expense in connection with this outbreak. On the 9th of August last
a case of * Anthrax ”” appeared in the Aden herd, and the most valuable cow of the
lot succumbed to the disease.. As will be seen from the enclosed copy of a report
received by me at Coonoor, we were put to a very considerable expense, in connection
with this outbreak of disease, in having to remove the whole of the live stock, both
cattle and sheep, from the farm buildings, and to provide temporary sheds elsewhere
for occupation until the buildings were declared to be free from infection.

3. It will be seen—wide the table given at paragraph 119 of my Annual Report
for last year—that in the two years ending 31st of March 1881, we lost no less than
191 sheep in a flock, the average strength of which in all wasabout 270 ; and it must
be remembered that these were very valuable sheep, being the result of a breedine
experiment extending over 13 years, These sheep, I must again point out, had never
been off the farm estate; indeed, I do not think they were ever within half-a-mile
of the public road, and the disease (small-pox) could be communicated only by contact
with animals suffering from the disease. '

Act II of 1866, it seems to me that, under Sections, 12 and 15 of the Act, the course
proposed should be followed. Little or no good would be likely to f’ollow from
declaring the Act to be in force in the district unless means are taken to detect the
presence of contagious disease amongst herds and flocks travelling in or through
the district, : ) P

: 7+, 4. Tcan only repeat the request made in my letter, No. 1305, of the 13th of -
September last, viz., that the Board will be good enough to authorize the Inspector of , .
Cattle Diseases to have the Commissariat cattle and sheep inspected before going on *- -

* the farm. This district having recently been declared to be an infected one m%der ’
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Excrosvre No. 1.

TFrom K. SCIIIFFMAYER, Esq., Assistant Superintendent in charge of the Saidipet Farm,
to the Superintendent, Government Farms, dated Saidépet, 12th August 1€82,
No. 612-B..

I regret to inform you that the cow “ Sultanna II” died last night at 10 o’clock, itis
believed from Anthrax. .

2. Last Wednebday, the 9th of August, ‘when I went through the yard after noon at 2-30,
the Acting Storekeeper reported that the cow was quite well until 11 o’clock morning of the
game date, but she refused food at noon-time. I examined the cow at once, and found her ears
cold and some mucus in her dung. The cow was at once removed to the sick shed. I asked
Mr. Mills to see the cow, and some medicine was prepared at once. Mr. Mills came at about
4-30 ; the cow hud become by this time restless, which may have been partly due to her having
been removed from the other cows. The cow received the medicine that Mr. Mills prescribed.

3. Mr. Mills ordered Mr. Shunker to attend the cow ; he came next morning, and declared
the disense to be Anthrax. Some students of the Veterinary Hospital were put in charge of the
cow, and Mr. Shunker remained a considerable part of the day with the cow. I believe that the
state of the cow on that day was not discouraging, although it had become worse towards even-
ing. Next morning—that is yesterday morning—the cow appeared to be much better ; after
noon at about 3 0’clock she became worse, had apparently much pain, and was very much excited.
Mr. Mills came yesterday evening, and considered the state very critical. The cow got gradually
worse, and died this morning at 10 o’clock in my presence.

4. Yesterday evening all the cattle were removed from the yard—the bullocks to the tama-
rind tope, and the cows to the buildings at the Northern Section. The sheep have been
removed to-day. A temporary shed to protect the bullocks from rain is being erected in the
tamarind tope. The sheep shed, cow shed and the place where the sick cow was kept, is being
disinfected, under the immediate orders of Mr. Shunker. Mr. Mills stated that he will forward
his medical report to you. .

ResoLurtoN—dated 24th November 1882, No. 2897.

The Board resolve to bring to the notice of Government the urgent necd that
exists for the speedy removal from the Government Farm lands, Saiddpet, of the
Commissariat slaughter-house that now stands in their midst. In doing so, they would
request the attention of Government to the incidental question of the meat-supply of
the Commissariat Department. = °

. 9. 8o far back as 1872, Mr. Robertson (letter to the Board of Revenue, No. 322,
dated 24th April, paragraph 4) wrote :—* The present Madras Farms have their draw-
backs, the chief of these being the poverty of the soils, want of pasturage, deficient
arrangements for irrigation, the presence of a slaughter-house in their centre, &ec.”

3. Subsequently some correspondence took place with reference to the unhealthy
condition of certain cattle brought to the slaughter-house, between the Superintendent
of the Farms and the Commissary-General, but it did not lead to the slaughter-house
being removed nor to the evil being remedied.

4. Inparagraph 87 of “his report on the Saiddpet Experimental Farm for
1876-77, Mr. Robertson stated thatit was unadvisable to attempt to keep a good herd
of live-stock on the farm owing to the presence of the Commissariat slaughter-house
on account of the ¢ risk that would be run of importing disease into the herd. ”

5. This was repeated in 'qhe report for 1877-78 (paragraph 94), when it was
again pointed out that the experiment in stock-breeding had to be postponed, because
of the non-removal of the slaughter-house.

6. Again, in paragraph 92 of the report for 1878-79, Mr. Robertson complained

of the evil results on the farm of, the presence of the slaughter-house, calling atten- -

tion to certain incidental disadvantages, and adding that it was then hoped that the
yards would be removed ¢ during the early part of the present year.”

7. In bis Annual Report for the year 1879-80, paragraph 77, Mr. Robertson
aoain found himself compelled to recommend the postponement of purchase of some
1o farm live-stock till such time as the slaughter-house should be removed, while
(paragraph 75) he stated that _the 6 slocla-brgeding ezperiments which it was resolved
in 1875 to proceed with are still deferred chiefly because the Commissariat slaughter-
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yards still remain on the farm.” In this year the farm suffered severely from their
presence. An .outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease (epizootic aptha) amongst the
farm sheep caused the death of seven and prostrated many others, and this was
followed by an attack of sheep-pox (variola ovina) which resulted in the loss of 70
sheep, and the permanent disablement from ruined constitutions of many more.
¢ Both these outbreaks can only be attributed to diseased sheep being driven through
the farm on their way to the slaughter-yards, and so bringing in the infection, for
our sheep are mever allowed to go beyond the limits of the farm, which is also
extremely isolated.” Three bullocks also were lost by Rinderpest, and  the disease
can only be traced to diseased cattle having been brought in for slaughter.”

8. Mr. Robertson’s protest was repeated in his report for 1880-81 (paragraphs

" 60, 61, 64, 78). The presence of the slaughter-house resulted that year in (1) the

further postponement of all experiments in stock-breeding, six years having now been

lost ; (2) an attack of foot-and-mouth disease, which happily did not prove fatal, amongst -

the cattle;"(3) the death of 99 head of sheep from vuriola ovina, and the illness of
many more. _‘{- o

9. During the year 1851-82, foot-and-mouth disease again broke out amongst the
cattle—communicated, there is no reason to doubt, in the same way—but no deaths
ensued.

10. In August 1882, however, the farm suffered a severe loss in the death of
the finest Aden cow from anthraz. This was the animal that during the previous

year had yielded so large a supply of milk that Mr. Robertson wrote of it  the out-

turn of milk is higher than is usually obtained from the cows of some of the most
esteemed dairy breeds.”

11. The Superintendent, having several times objected to the commencement of
an experimental farm on commercial principles, on the ground that the presence of the
slaughter-house neutralized his best endeavours in the direction of maintenance of
healthy live-stock, was again addressed on the subject by the Board, and replied by
his letter, No. 1165, of 14th August 1882, printed with Board’s Proceedings, No 2158,
of 29th August 1882. The Board called on him to “ substantiate, by facts that can be
quoted and relied on, his statements that diseased cattle are allowed to be brought to

the slaughter-house,” and his letters printed above constitute the reply.

12. The Board are satisfied that Mr. Robertson’s deductions that the disease, in
all the cases above mentioned, was communicated by the slaughter-house cattle, is
correct, for the position of the stock-yards is so isolated and so distant from any
thoroughfare, that it seems almost impossible for the infection to, be conveyed in any
other way. It is no part of the Board’s duty to comment on the necessity that exists
for preserving the health of the troops by the supply of wholesome meat, and they
content themselves with drawing the attention of Government to the fact that
diseased animals are frequently brought for slaughter at the. yards. They must,
however, strongly urge on Government the removal of these slaughter-yards from the

farm on account of injury done to the farm by their presemce. Short of complete-

removal of the yards, only one course remains, viz., that every animal offered for
slaughter be inspected, before it enters on the farm lands, by a competent Veterinary
Surgeon. ! ‘

13. The Board are aware that difficulties have been found to exist in the way of
selecting a site for a new slaughter-house. In their Order of 30th August 1876,
No. 4398, Government sanctioned * for immediate execution” a plan for erecting the
new slaughter-house and quarters for the station butcher opposite the Saiddpet Toll-
bar at a cost of Rs. 8,600 and Rs. 3,500, respectively, but on a strong remonstrance

* by the Collector of Chingleput, Government were pleased to direct that, if possible, a -

new site might be selected in some less objectionable locality (G.O., No. 1438, of 11th
October 1876).  Correspondence followed, the Military authorities being anxious to find
some site situated about half-way between the Fort and the Mount, and the Collector
stating that he could find no suitablesite. The Sanitary Commissioner (letter, No. 164,

of 27th February 1877) stated that he could see no valid objection to the selected site
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| i toinine that ¢ a slaughter-house could be constructed in this position so as to _

N . ' ~ ) géﬁtﬁl§§u§2es of annoybance to Tesidents in the neighbourhood.” Nevertheless, the A
‘ A ' o . Government (OrdeT, No. 979, dated 8th March 1877) resolved to leave the slaughter- il
bouse for the present oD the farm, ¢ a8 the matter is not em.ergent..” The reason for .
dered to be an immediate necessity some \

LR TN SO
. | ) this is not apparent, as the removal was CODSI

* months previous. p— " b G .
- 4. The subject was revived in , and a mew site near tho overnmen '
: Bake}'y was proposled to be acquired nnder Act X of 1870. But sub.sequ?nﬂy itwas__ ...t
| considered better to remove the yards to the old ‘Superintending Engineer's Office on ?
‘ . . the south side of the Adyar River, and in their Order, No. 122, dated 31st January 1
1882, Government referred the matter to the Public Works Department, in view to ’ d
S ‘ | . estim,ates being prepared. The Board have heard nothing since. _ - -

o ‘ v : : (True Copies and Extract.) ' -

: L (Signed)  E. GIBSOT,

Acting'Secretary.

JURVEIN

s

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Departmenf,

. ‘ with copies of Board’s Proceedings, 5th August 1882, ' » ‘
No. 1949, and 20th August 1882, No. 2158, . B

rd . ’
B - 5 Sgpeﬁnfendent, Government Farms
Director of Agriculture.
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Bringing to the notice of Government the * .
need that exists for the speedy removal of the '
Commissariat Slaughter-house from the Govern-
ment Farm lands, Saidépet, and requesting . . {
‘attention to the question of the meat-supply of
the Commissariat Department. o
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Rzap—the following letter from W. R. ROBERTSON, Esq., M.R.A.C, Superintendent,
' Government Farms, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Saiddpet,

13th September 1882, No. 1305 :—

With reference to paragraph 3 of the Board’s Proceedings, No. 2158, dated the
29th August last, I have the, honor to suggest that the best means of obtaining the
facts in question would be to direct the Deputy Inspector of Cattle Diseases to inspect
the cattle on their way through the farm to the slaughter yards, and to report the
results of his inspections, and 1 accordingly request the sanction of the Board to adopt
this course. h

Reap—the following letter from W. R. ROBERTSON, Esq., s.R.A.C,, Superintendent,
Government Farms, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated
Saidépet, 16th October 1882, No. 1474 :— :

I'have the honor to reply to the Board’s Proceedings, Miscellaneous No. 7341,
of the 21st of September last. 1 am not aware that I wrote more strongly in paragraph
92 of my letter, No. 1165, of the 14th of August, regarding the liability of the farm °
stock to attacks of disease brought by the Commissariat cattle and sheep, than I have
repeatedly domne in my annual and other reports to the Board. -

9. T would refer the Board to paragraph 75 of my report for the year en dine
the 31st of March 1880, and to paragraphs 61 and 64 of my report for the following
year. Last year—mide paragraph 104 of my Annual Report—our stock were severel;
attacked by toot-and-mouth disease, and, though we lost none, we were put to a
considerable expense in connection with this outbreak. On the 9th of August last
a case of ¢ Anthrax” appeared in the Aden herd, and the most valuable cow of the
lot succumbed to the disease. As will be seen from the enclosed copy of a report
received by me at Coonoor, we were put to & very considerable expense, In connection
with this outbreak of disease, in having to remove the whole of the live stock, both
cattle and sheep, from the farm buildings, and to provide temporary sheds elsewhere
for occupation until the buildings were declared to be free from infection.

3. It will be seen—uvide the table given at paragraph 119 of my Annual Report
for last year—that in the two years ending 31st of March 1881, we lost no less than

_191 sheep in a flock, the average strength of which in all wasabout 270 ; and it must

be remembered that these were very valuable sheep, being the result of a breeding
experiment extending over 13 years. These sheep, I must again point out, had never
been off the farm estate; indeed, I do not think they were ever within half-a-mile
of the public road, and the disease (small-pox) could be communicated only by contact
with animals suffering from the disease. ] )

4. T can only repeat the request made in my letter, No. 1305, of the 13th of
September last, viz., that the Board will be good enough to authorize the Inspector of
Cattle Diseases to have the Commissariat cattle and sheep inspected before going on
the farm. This distriet having recently been declared to be an infected one under
Act I of 1866, it seems to me that, ander Sections, 12 and 15 of the Act, the course
proposed should be followed. Little er no good would be likely to follow from
declaring the Act to be in force in the district upless means are taken to detect the
presence of contagious disease amongst herds and flocks travelling in or through -

the district.
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' Encrosure No. 1. : ! yards still remain on the farm.” In this year the farm suffered ?Iaverely fromtthfﬁr
' i . ;56 o e
% From K. SCHIFFMAYER, Esq., Assistant Superintendent in charge of the Saiddpet Farm ! presence. An outbreak of foot-and-mouth d1seaste t(egnzooi;c (i)}'zhgg :Izlr(xiortisis e
& the Superintendent.” Govornment Farms, dated Saidapet, 12th August L farm sheep caused the death of seven and prostrate ma yl 13 ;:h 1' £ 70
No. 612-B. ' ‘ ' ’ | followed by an attack of sheep-pox (variola ovina) ngch 1'95}; tg n fem;rf; (x)riore
i ‘ ; “ CIL” ; ) . ‘ ! sheep, and the permanent disablement from ruined constitutions of .
beliezrelggf];?);l t& ;Igl(;l:;l;yog that the cow ¢ Sultanna II” died last night at 10 o’clock, itis ' | «Bo t,h these outbreaks can only be attributed to diseased sheep being driven through

*the farm on their way to the slaughter-yards, and. 80 bringing in the iqf.ectipn, for
our sheep are mnever allowed to go beyond the limits of the farm, vs"znch is also
extremely isolated.” . Three bullocks also were lost by Rinderpest, and ¢ the disease

2. - Last Wednesday, the 9th of August, when I went through the yard after noon at 2-30,
the Acting Storekeeper reported that the cow was quife well until 11 o’clock morning of the
same date, but she refused food at noon-time. I examined the cow at once, and found her ears

(ﬁlrd :ﬂulll sc;me mu%us in her &hmg. The cow was at once removed to the sick shed. I asked N can only be traced to diseased cattle having been brought in for slaughter.’,’
. Mills to see the cow, and some medicine was prepared nt once. Mr. Mills came at about ot : I TCHR y
4-30 ; the cow had become by this time restless, whi}:h may have been partly due to her h:vionug ' : 8. Mr. Robertson’s protest was repeated 1n his report for 1880-81 (pi.iragraphs )
been removed from the other cows. The cow received the medicine that Mr. Mills prescribed. 60, 61, 64, 78). The presence of the slaughter-hous.e resplted that year in (1) the

. 3. Mr. Mills ordered Mr, Shunker to attend the cow ; he came next morning, and declared further Postponement of all experiments mn StOc. -breedlpg, S.IX years havmg now been
the disease to be Anthrax. Some students of the Veterinary Hospital were put in charge of the lost; (2) an attack of foot-and-mouth disease, which happily did not prove fatal, amongst

cow, and Mr. Shunker remained a considerable part of the day with the cow. I believe that the
stute of the cow on that day was not discouraging, although it had become worse towards even-

the cattle; (3) the death of 99 head of sheep from variola ovina, and the illness of

ing. Next morning—that is yesterday morning—the cow appeared to be much better ; after ’ many more. . . s
ixfon ]!?[El ai,b(;ufn 3 o’clc;ckdshe became wm;lse, ha,f(l1 apgazﬁntlgr tmueh Pai'ltl" aild “"1?1? very much excited. 9. During the year 1851-82, foot-and-mouﬂﬁ dl‘SGaS]Gl again broke ou‘:’; aznon%st ttlllle , & 1

r. 8§ came yesterday evening, and cons e state very critical. 8 C i 1 - £

worse, and died{his morj;ling at %0 o’clock ;ne;fy presence. v o gt gradually . cattlea—cogmunlcated, there is o reason o dou fm the same wey——bub no G E
4, Yesterday evening all the cattle were removed from the yard—the bullocks to the tama- ensued. ~ : : i‘

rind tope, and the cows to the buildings at the Northern.Section. The sheep have been . 10. In August 1882, however, the .farm suﬁ'ered. a severe loss. in the deatp of o %

removed to-day. A temporary shed to protect the bullocks from rain is being erected in the ' the finest Aden cow from anthraz. This was the animal that durng .the previous LR

tamarind tope. The sheep shed, cow shed and the place where the sick cow was kept, is being - ear had yielded so large a supply of milk that Mr. Roberison wrote of it ¢ the out- 3

i disinfected, under the immediate orders of Mr. Shunker. Mr. Mills stated that he will forward : ' " zurn of milk is higher than is usually obtained from the cows of some of the most . 3
' his medical report to you. : ' | esteemed dairy broeds.” ' ' ' i
. ' 11. . The Superintendent, having several times objected to the commencement of K

. ResorvrroN-—dated 24th November 1882, No. 2897. : . an experimental farm on commereial principles, on the grog}ld tt}'lat tl}e presence of the; : *H

N . . . , ohter- irod his best endeavours in the direction of maintenance o X &

_ The Board resolve™to bring to the notice of Government the urgent need that ;}Z‘a‘i’%’i’te{i‘},l:f;ﬁcieﬁzh:oam addressed on the subject by the Board, and replied by 11

~ exists for the speedy removal from the Government Farm lands, Saiddpet, of the ) his letZer No. 1165, of 19t Aucust 1882, printed with Board’s Proceedings, No 2158, ik

Commissariat slaughter-house that now stands in their midst. In doing so, they would " of 20th A,uou-ﬂt 188,2. The Board called on him to  substantiate, by facts that can be . ¥

request the attgntion of Government to the incidental question of the meat-supply of noted andoreiied on, his statements that diseased cattle are allowed to be brought to L B

l the Commissariat Department. . : ' ' fplhe slaughter-house,’,’ and his letters printed above constitute the reply. v i
5 2. 8o far back as 1872, Mr. Robertson (letter o tho Donrd of Revenus, To. 52% ) 12. The Board are satisfied that Mr. Robertson’s deductions that the disease, in H
dated 24th April, paragraph .4) wrote :—¢ The present Madras Farms have their draw- 11 the c ases above mentioned, was communicated by the slaughter-house cattle, is i

backs, the chief of these being the poverty of the soils, want of pasturage, deficient 2ofrect for the position of tl,le stock-yards is 80 isolated and so distant from any ;‘:.

arrangements for irrigation, the presence of a slaughter-house in their centre, &e.” . ‘ thorout’rhfar e that it seems almost impossible for the infection to be conveyed in any i

. 3. Subsequently some correspondence took place with reference to the unhealthy other ;ay Tt is no part of the Board’s duty to comment on the necessity that exists e

. condition of certain cattle brought to the slaughter-house, between the Superintendent , ' ’E

for preserving the health of the troops by the supply of wholesome meat, and they
content themselves with drawing the attention of Government to the fact that
diseased animals are frequently brought for slaughter at the yards. They must,

of the Farms and the Commissary-General; but it did not lead to the slaughter-house
being removed nor to the evil being remedied. "

¢
e et A
RN

| 4. TIn paragraph 87 of his report on the Saiddpet Experimental Farm for however, strongly urge on Government the removal of these slaughter-yards from the
B 1876-77, Mr. Robertson stated that it was unadvisable to attempt to keep a good herd ' farm on account of injury done to the farm by their presence. Short of complete
| _ of live-stock on the farm owing to the presence of the Commissariat slaughter-house removal of the yards, only one course remains, viz., that every animal oﬁere.d for
’ on_account of the * risk that would be run of importing disease into the herd, ” \ ' slaughter be inspected, before it enters on the farm lands, by a competent Veterinary
[} _ 5. This was repeated in the report for 1877-78 (paragraph 94), when it was ‘ , Surgeon. )

* again pointed out that the experiment in stock-breeding had to be postponed, because "13. The Board are aware that difficulties have been found to exist in the way of
of the non-removal of the slaughter-house. : gelecting a site for a new slaughter-house. In their O}'der of 30th August 1876,

6. Again, in paragraph 92 of the report for 1878-79, Mr. Robertson complained , ‘ No. 4398, Government sanctioned ‘for immediate execution " a plan for erecting the . 2

of the evil results on the farm of - the presence of the slaughter-house, calling atten-. new slaughter-house and quarters for the station butcher opposite the Saiddpet Toll- - . |

tion to certain incidental disadvantages, and adding that it was then hoped that the ‘ bar at a cost of Rs. 8,600 and Rs. 3,500, respectively, but on a strong remonstrance .
yards would be removed ¢ during the early part of the present year.” by the Collector of Chingleput, Government were pleased to direct that, if possible, a

7. In his Annual Report for the year 1879-80, paragraph 77, Mr. Robertson - new site might be selected in some less objectionable locality (G.0., No. 1458, of 11th \

again found himself compelled to recommend the postponement of purchase of some , October 1876).  Correspondence followed, the Military authorities being anxious to find ‘ ,

now farm live-stock till such time as the slaughter-house should be removed, while some site situated about half-way between the Fort and the Mount, and the Collector L

(paragraph.75) he stated that the ¢ stock-breeding experiments which it was resolved stating that he could find no suitable site. The Sanitary Commissioner (letter, No. 164, : 1

in 1875 to proceed with are still deferred chiefly because the Commissariat slaughter- : of 27th February 1877) stated that he could see no valid objection to the gelected site. ’
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i éainino that  a slaughter-house could be constructed in this position so as to bl i e 4 . .
;Itraolilil all sources of annoygance to residents in the neighbourhood.” Nevertheless, the ) % \ ! R e
Government (Order, No. 979, dated 8th March 1877) resolved to leave the slaughter- A SR SR
house for the present vn the farm, ‘ as the matter is not emergent.” The reason for 178 . ,
this is not apparent, as the removal was considered to be an immediate necessity some 5 3% | ¢ s
months previous. . - . y goﬂ
14. The subject was revived in 1881, and a new site near the Government | LS
Bakery was proposed to be acquired nnder Act X of 1870. But subsequently it was 1 ' : :
considered better to remove the yards to ‘the old Superintending Engineer’s Office on s A , ~ , g
the south side of the Adyar River, and in their Order, No. 122, dated 31st January [ ‘ i l
1882, Government referred the matter to the Public Works Department, in view to ‘ '
* estimates being prepared. The Board have heard nothing since,
{True Copies and Extract.) '
, (Signed)  E. GIBSON, S o
Acting Secretary, W o
A
. B g‘ ‘ f" , i ‘ ' -
To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, : o ' ' : |
with copies of Board’s Proceedings, 5th' August 1882, ‘
. : No. 1949, and 29th August 1882, No. 2158 L : o e
» » Superintendent, Government Farms ‘ N ARSI RO PR
»w » Director of Agriculture. E l ’ L '
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Reap—the following letter from W, R. ROBERTSON, Esq., M.R.A.C:, Superintendent,
Government Farms, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Saiddpet,
13th September 1882, No. 1305 :— '

With reference to paragraph 3 of the Board’s Proceedings, No..2158, dated the
29th August last, I have the honor to suggest that the best means of obtaining the
facts in question would be to direct the Deputy Inspector of Cattle Diseases to inspect
the cattle on their way through the farm to the slaughter yards, and to report the
results of his inspections, and I accordingly request the sanction of the Board to adopt
this course.

Reap—the following letter from W. R. ROBERTSOliT, Esq., ».r.A.C., Superintendent,
Government Farms, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated
Said4pet, 16th October 1882, No. 1474 :— ‘

T have the honor to reply to the Board’s Proceedings, Miscellaneous No. 7341,
of the 21st of September last. I am not aware that I wrote more strongly-in paragraph
2 of my letter, No. 1165, of the 14th of August, regarding the liability of the farm
stock to attacks of disease brought by the Commissariat cattle and sheep, than I have
repeatedly done ‘in my annual and other reports to the Board.

2. 1 would refer the Board to paragraph 75 of my report for the vear endine
the 31st of March 1880, and to paragraphs 61 and 64 of my report for the following
year. Last year—ide paragraph 104 of my Annual Report—our stock were severely
attacked by foot-and-moutl / disease, and, theugh we lost’ none, we were put to a
considerable expense in connection with this outbreak. On the 9th of August last,
a case of ¢ Anthrax ” appeared in the Aden herd, and the most valuable cow of the
lot succumbed to the disease. As will be seen from the enclosed copy of a report
received by me at Coonoor, we were put to a very considerable expense, in connection
with this outbreak of disease, in having to remove the whole of the live stock, both
czttle and sheep, from the farm buildings, and to provide temporary sheds elsewhere
for occupation until the buildings were declared to be free from infection.

3. It will be seen—vide the table given at paragraph 119 of my Annual Report

for last year—that in the two-years ending 31st of March 1881, we lost no less than .

191 sheep in a flock, the average strength of which in all wasabout 270 ; and it must
be remembered that these were very valuable sheep, being the result of a breedine
experiment extending over 13 years. These sheep, I must again point out, had neve?
been off the farm estate; indeed, I do not think they were ever within half-a-mile
of the public road, and the disease (small-pox) ecould be communicated only by eontact
with animals suffering from the disease. :

4. "I can only repeat the request made in my letter, No. 1305, of the 13th of
September last, viz., that the Board will be good enough to authorize the Inspector of
Cattle Diseases to have the Commissariat cattle and sheep inspected before going on
the farm, This district having recently been declared to be an ufected one under
Act II of 1866, it seems to me that, under Sections, 12 and 15 of the Act, the course
proposed should be -followed. Little or no good weuld be likely to follow from
declaring the Act to be in force in the district unless means are taken to detect the
presence of contagious discase amongst herds and flocks travelling in or through
the district. ' 3 °
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Excrosure No. 1.

From K. SCHIFFMAYER, Esq., Assistant Superintendent in chz\xrgire of the Said4pet Farm,
to the Superintendent, Government Farms, dated Saiddpet, 12th August 1882,
-No. 612-B.

: I regret to inform you that the cow « Sultanna I1” died last night at 10 o’clock, itis
believed from Anthrax.

2. Last Wednesday, the 9th of August, when I went through the yard after noon at 2-30,
the Acting Storekeeper reported that the cow was quite well until 11 o’clock morning of the
same date, but she refused food at noon-time. I examined the cow at once, and found her ears
cold and some mucus in her dung. The cow was at once removed tfo the sick shed. I asked
Mr. Mills to see the cow, and some medicine was prepared nt once. Mr. Mills came at about
4-30 ; the cow had become by this time restless, which may have been partly due to her having
been removed from the other cows. The cow received the medicine that Mr. Mills preseribed.

3. Mr. Mills ordered Mr. Shunker to attend the cow ; he came next morning, and declared
the disease to be Anthrax. Some students of the Veterinary Hospital were put in charge of the
cow, and Mr. Shunker remained a considerable part of the day with the cow. I believe that the
state of the cow on that day was not discouraging, although it had become worse towards even-
ing. Next morning—that is yesterday morning—the cow appeared to be much better ; after

¢ noon at about 3 o’clock she became worse, had apparently much pain, and was very much excited.
' Mr. Mills came yesterday evening, and considered the state very critical. The cow got gradually
v , ’( . worse, and died this morning at 10 o’clock in my presence. . "
. ' , : 1 4. Yesterday evening all the cattle were removed from the yard—the bullocks to the tama-
: i rind tope, and the cows to the buildings at the Northern Section. The sheep have been
’ removed to-day. A temporary shed to protect the bullocks from rain is being erected in the :
. : T : tamarind tope. The sheep shed, cow shed and the place where the sick cow was kept, is being
L ' ‘ . disinfected, under the immediate orders of Mr. Shunker. Mr. Mills stated that he will forward
‘ _ T his medical report to you.

BT et D L ' ' ‘ ' | ‘ Resovvrion—dated 24th November 1882, No. 2897,

\ ) The Board resolve™ to bring to the notice of Government the urgent need that
vy exists for the speedy removal from the Government Farm lands, Said4pet, of the
L Commissariat slaughter-house that now stands in their midst. In doing so, they would

s e T T _.,_ ’ ‘ o . request the attention of Government to th? incidental question of the meat-supply of
P S PP ‘ : R X . the Commissariat Department. '
I ICUSBIREE \ - . : S 2. 8o far back as 1872, Mr. Robeitson (letter to the Board of Revenue, No. 322,

dated 24th April, paragraph 4) wrote :— The present Madras Farms have their draw-
backs, the chief of these being the poverty of the soils, want of pasturage, deficient
arrangements for irrigation, the presence of a slaughter-house in their centre, &c.”

8. Subsequently some correspondence took place with reference to the unhealthy
ceno condition of certain cattle brought to the slaughter-house, between the Superintendent
4 of the Farms and the Commissary-General, but it did not lead to the slaughter-house
being removed nor to the evil being remedied.

4. In paragraph 87 of his report on the Saidépet Experimental Farm for
. 1876-77, Mr. Robertson stated that it was unadvisable to attempt to keep a good herd
! ) S . of live-stock on the farm owing to the presence of the Commissariat slaughter-house
RS £ . on account of the ‘ risk that would be run of importing disease into the herd. »

5. This was repeated in the repayt for 1877-78 (paragraph 94), when it was
again pointed out that the experiment in stock-breeding had to be postponed, because
of the non-removal of the slaughter-house. ) .

. i 6. Again, in paragraph 92 of the report for 1878-79, Mr. Robertson complained

' ' , i ) of the evil results on the farm of the presence of the slaughter-house, .calling atten-

’E o : S " tion to certain incidental disadvantages, and adding that it was then hoped that the
Sk yards would be removed during the early part of the present year.” - .

, R : 7. In his Annual Report for the year 1879-80, paragraph 77, Mr. Robertso
T T TS e e e e ‘ ’ R * again found bimself compelled to recommend the postponement of purchase of some
' T - . ! ‘ new farm live-stock till such time as the slaughter-house should be removed, while
b o , : , , . . ’ (paragraph 75) he stated that the ¢stock-breeding experiments which it was resolved
' AR in 1875 to proceed with are still deferred chiefly because the Commissariat slaughter--

T

-




T it

e e P——

L"
H
]
[
+
A
€
t
'

e e i PSS it Ay B e e

-,

]

. ; Iyr—
D

T g .

Y—
——

hamaenemntd "’-‘—\\,";"*«._.._;:J—-. —

- ¢« -7
R e & .

-

-

R Bt rimm T R L A AN e

5-{2-3:.,%»,&«’4';»«‘..mu .

STV SUSSIUV .
Boarp oF Revesue, 24tE Novemser 1382, No. 2897. 3

o A

A ISR

yards still remain on the farin.” In this year the farm suffered severely from their
presence. An outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease (epizootic aptha) amongst the
farm sheep caused the death of seven and prostrated many others, and this was
followed by an attack of sheep-pox (variola ovina) which resulted in the loss of 70
sheep, and the permanent disablement from ruined constitutions of many more.
¢ Both these outbreaks can only be attributed to diseased sheep being driven through
the farm on their way to the slaughter-yards, and so bringing in the infection, for
our sheep are mever allowed to go beyond the limits of the farm, which is also
extremely isolated.” Three bullocks also were lost by Rinderpest, and “ the disease
can only be traced to diseased cattle having been brought in for slaughter.”

8. Mr. Robertson’s protest was repeated in his report for 1880-81 (paragraphs
60, 61, 64, 78). The presence of the slaughter-house resulted that year in (1) the
further postponement of all experiments in stock-breeding, six years having now been
lost ; (2) an attack of foot-and-mouth disease, which happily did not prove fatal, amongst
the cattle; (3) the death of 99 head of sheep from variola ovina, and the illness of
many more. :

9. During the year 1881-82, foot-and-mouth disease again broke ouf amongst the
cattle—communicated, there is no reason to doubt, in the same way—but no deaths
ensued. ‘

10. In August 1882, however, the farm suffered a severe loss in the death of
the finest Aden cow from anthraz. This was the animal that during the previous
year had yielded so large a supply of milk that Mr. Robertson wrote of it ¢ the out-
turn of milk is higher than is usually obtained from the cows of some of the most

esteemed dairy breeds.”

11. The Superintendent, having several times objected to the commencement of
an experimental farm on commercial principles, on the ground that the presence of the
slaughter-house neutralized his best endeavours in the direction of maintenance of
healthy live-stock, was again addressed on the subject by the Board, and replied by
his letter, No. 1165, of 14th August 1882, printed with Board’s Proceedings, No 2158,
of 29th August 1882. The Board called on him to substantiate, by facts that can be
quoted and relied on, his statements that diseased cattle are allowed to be brought to
the slaughter-house,” and his letters printed above constitute the reply.

12. The Board are satisfied that Mr. Robertson’s deductions that the disease, in
all the cases above mentioned, was communicated - by the slaughter-house cattle, is
correct, for the position of the stock-yards is so isolated and so distant from any
thoroughfare, that it seems almost impossible for the infection to be conveyed in any
other way. It is no part of the Board’s duty to comment on the necessity that exists -

- for preserving the health of the troops by the supply of wholesome meat, and they

content themselves with drawing the attention of Government to the fact that
diseased animals are frequently brought for slaughter at the yards. They must,
however, strongly urge on Government the removal of these slaughter-yards from the
garm on account of injury done, to the farm by their presence. Short of complete
removal of the yards, only one course remains, viz., that every animal offered for
slaughter be inspected, before it enters on the farm lands, by a competent Veterinary

Surgeon.
13. The Board are aware that difficulties have been found to exist in the way of

" gelecting a site for a new slaughter-house. In their Order of 30th August 1876,

No. 4398, Government sanctioned * for immediate execution” a plan for erecting the
new slaughter-house and quarters for the station butcher opposite the Saiddpet Toll-
bar at a cost of Rs. 8,600 and Rs. 3,500, respectively, but on a strong remonstrance
by the Collector of Chingleput, Government were pleased to direct that, if possible, a
new site might be selected in some less objectionable locality (G.O., No. 1458, of 11th
October 1876). Correspondence followed, the Military authorities being anxious to find
some site situated about half-way between the Fort and the Mount, and the Collector
stating that he could find no suitable site. The Sanitary Commissioner (letter, No. 164,
of 27th February 1877) stated that he could see no valid objection to the selected site,
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maintaining that ¢ 5 slaughter-house could be constructed in' thig
avpid all sources of annoyance to residents in the neighbourhood,”

pbsition 80 as to
Government (Order, No. 97 9, dated 8th March

Nevertheless, the
ve the slaughter.

The reason for
ate necessity some

14. The subject was revived in 1881, and a new site near the Goverr}ment
Bakery was proposed to be acquired nnder Act X of 1870. But subsequently it was
considered better to remoye the yards to the old Supenntendmg Engineer’s Office on
the south side of the Adyar Ri

River, and in their Order, No. 122 dated 31st January

. H,
1882, Government referreq the matter to the Publie Works Department, in view o

estimates being prepared, The Board have heard nothing since,

{True Copies and Extract.)

. (Signed) E.- GIBSON,
Acting Secretary,

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,

» Syperintendent,

with copies

» »  Director of Agriculture,

Exd. A. Raitz

L]
\

Government Farms

of Board’s Proceedings, 5th Ay
No. 1949, and 29th

gust 1882,
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Bringing to the notice of Government the
need that exists for the speedy removal of the
Commissariat Slaughter-house from the Govern- -
ment Farm lands, Saiddpet, and requesting
aftention to the question of the meat-supply of -
the Commissariat Department. :
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE.

—————

2 * Reap—the following letter from W. R. ROBERTSON, Esq., M.R.A.C.y Superintendent,
Government Farms, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Saiddpet;

13th September 1882, No. 1305 :—

} ' With reference to paragraph 3 of the Board’s Proceedings, No. 2158, dated the
29th August last, I have the honor to sugest that the best means of obtaining the
facts in question would be to direct the Deputy Inspector of Cattle Diseases to inspect
the cattle on their way through the farm to the slaughter yards, and to report the

rosults of his inspections, and 1 accordingly request the sanction of the Board to adopt
3 this course.

———p——

. Reap—the following letter from W.R. ROBERTSON, Esq., M.R.A.C., Superintendent,
: Government Farms, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated *
Said4pet, 16th October 1882, No. 1474 :— o

' : T have the honor to reply to the Board’s Proceedings, Miscellaneous No. 7341,
P : of the 21st of September last.. I am not aware that I wrote more strongly in paragraph
‘ . ‘ 9 of my letter, No. 1165, of the 14th of August, regarding the liability of the farm
Sre A - o Sy . stock to attacks of disease brought by the Commissariat cattle and sheep, than I have

: : : o repeatedly done in my annual and other reports to the Board. N

i ' 9. T would refer the Board to paragraph 75 of my report for the year ending
- 4 7 the 31st of March 1880, and to paragraphs 61 and 64 of my report for the following .
T ' ‘ ' - o .year. 'Last year—ide paragraph 104 of my Annual Report—our stock were severely
’ N | e o ~ttacked by foot-and-mouth disease, and, though we lost none, we were put toa
o o ' -t considerable expense in connection with this outbreak. On the 9th of August last,

' 0 b a case of ¢ Anthrax” appeared in the Aden herd, and the most valuable cow of the -
1ot succumbed to the disease. As will be seen from the enclosed copy of a report
received by me at Coonoor, We were put to a very considerable expense, In connection
with this outbreak of disease, in having to remove the whole of the live stock, both
cattle and sheep, from the farm buildings, and to provide temporary sheds elsewhere
for occupation until the buildings were declared to be free from infection.

; 3. It will be seen—uide the table given at paragraph 119 of my Annual Report
‘ . i ‘ for last year—that in the two years ending 31st of March 1881, we lost no less than
v A A S 191 sheep in a flock, the average strength of which in all was about 270 ; and it must
be remembered that these were very valuable sheep, being the result of a breeding
. experiment extending over 13 years. These sheep, I must again point out, had never
been off the farm estate; indeed, I do not think they were ever within half-a-mile

of the public road, and the disease ( small-pox) eould be communicated only by contact
with animals suffering from the disease.

4. T can only repeat the request made in my letter, No. 1305, of the 13th of .
September last, viz., that the PBoard will be good enough to authorize the Ins.pector of :
Cattle Diseases to have the Commissariat cattle and sheep inspected before going on
the farm. This district having recently been declared to be an' infected one under
Act TI of 1866, it seems to me that, under Sections, 12 and 15 of the Act, the course
proposed should be followed. . Little or no good would be likely to follow from
declaring the Act to be in force in the district upless means are taken to detect the
resence of contagious discase amongst herds and flocks travelling in or through.-
the district. T : ,
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Encrosure No. 1.

From K. SCHIFFMAYER, Esq., Assistant Superintendent in charge of the Saidépet Farm,
to the Superintendent, Government Farms, dated Saiddpet, 12th August 1882,

) No. 612-B.

I regret to inform you that the cow  Sultanna II” died last night at 10 o’clock, itis
believed from Anthrax. '

2. Last Wednesday, the 9th of August, when I went through the yard after noon at 2-30,
the Acting Storekeeper reported that the cow was quite well until 11 o'clock morning of the
same date, but she refused food at noon-time. I examined the cow at once, and found her ears
cold and some mucus in her dung. The cow was at once removed to the sick shed. I asked
Mr. Mills to see the cow, and some medicine was prepared at once. Mr. Mills came at about
4-30 ; the cow had become by this time restless, which may have been partly due to her having
been removed from the other cows. The cow received the medicine that Mr. Mills prescribed.

3. Mr. Mills ordered Mr. Shunker to attend the cow ; he came next morning, and declared
the disease to be Anthrax. Some students of the Veterinary Hospital were put in charge of the
cow, and Mr. Shunker remained a considerable part of the day with the cow. I believe that the
state of the cow on that day was not discouraging, although it had become worse towards even-
ing. Next morning—that is yesterday morning—the cow appeared to be much better ; after
noon at about 3 o’clock she became worse, had apparently much pain, and was very much excited.
Mr. Mills came yesterday evening, and considered the state very critical. The cow got gradually
worse, and died this morning at 10 o’clock in my presence.

4. Yesterday evening all the cattle were removed from the yard—the bullocks to the tama-~
rind tope, and the cows to the buildings at the Northern Section. The sheep have been
removed to-day. A temporary shed to protect the bullocks from rain is being erected in the

« tamarind tope. The sheep shed, cow shed and the place where the sick cow was kept, is being
disinfected, under the immediate orders of Mr, Shunker. Mr, Mills stated that he will forward
his medical report to you. : -

Resorvrion—dated 24th November 1882,: No. 2897,

The Board resolve™ to bring to the notice of Government the urgent need that
exists for the speedy removal from the Government Farm lands, Said4pet, of the
Commissariat slaughter-house that now stands in their midst. In doing so, they would
request the attention of Government to the incidental question of the meat-supply of
the Commissariat Department.

2. 8o far back as 1872, Mr. Robertson (letter to the Board of Revenue, No. 322,
dated 24th April, paragraph 4) wrote :—¢ The present Madras Farms have their draw-
backs, the chief of these being the poverty of the soils, want of pasturage, deficient
arrangements for irrigation, the presence of a slaughter-house in their centre, &ec.

3. Bubsequently some correspondence took place with reference to the unhealthy
condition of certain cattle brought to the slaughter-house, between the Superintendent

of the Farms and the Commissary-General, but it did not lead to the slaughter-house
being removed nor to the evil being remedied. '

4. In paragraph 87 of his report on the Saiddpet Experimental Farm for
1876-77, Mr. Robertson stated that it was unadvisable topattempg to keep ; g'FOO(;n herd
of live-stock on the farm owing to the presence of the Commissariat slaughter-house
on account of the ‘¢ risk that would be run of importing disease into the herd.

5. This was repeated in the report for 1877-78
again pointed out that the experiment in stock-breeding
of the non-removal of the slaughter-house,

. 6. Again, in paragraph 92 of the report for 1878- . i

of the evil results on the farm of the presI'()mce of the Sslzzéll?érg%?lzztS%I;lfi(;mpzltii%
tion to certain incidental disadvantages, and adding that it was then ho ed %hat the
yards would be removed ‘ during the early part of the present year. P

¢ 7, In his Annual Report for the year 1879:80 o -

again found himself compelfed to recomm);nd the post’p pevagraph 77, Mr. Robertson
new farm live-stock till such time as the slaughter-ho
(paragraph 75) he stated that the “stock-breeding exp
in 1875 to proceed with are still deferred

had to be postponed, because

use should be removed, while
: cruments which it was resolved
chiefly because the Commissariat slaughter-

(paragraph 94), when it was

onement of purchase of some

Boarp oF Revenur, 24tn Novesser 1882, No. 2897. 3

yards still remain on the farm.” In thisyear the farm suffered severely from their
presence.. An outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease' (epizootic aptha) amongst the
farm sheep caused the death of seven and prostrated many others, and this was
followed by an attack of sheep-pox (variole oving) which regu.ltqd in the loss of 70
sheep, and the permanent disablement from ruined constitutions of many more.

“ Both these outbreaks can only be attributed to diseased sheep being driven through .

the farm on their way to the slaughter-yards, and' 80 bringing in the mf.ectlpn, for
our sheep are never allowed to go beyond the limits .of the farm, which 18 also
extremely isolated.” Three bullocks also were lost by R}nderpest, and “the disease
can only be traced to diseased cattle having been brought in for slaughter.”

8. Mr. Robertson’s protest was repeated in his report for 1880-81 (paragraphs
60, 61, 64, 78). The presence of the slaughter-house resulted that year in (1) the
further postponement of all experiments in stock-breedqlg, six years having now been
lost ; (2)an attack of foot-and-mouth disease, which happlly did not prove fatal,.amongst
the cattle; (3) the death of 99 head of sheep from variola ovina, and the illness of
many more. . |

9. During the year 1881-82, foof-and-mouth disease again broke out'amongst the
cattle—communicated, there is no reason to doubt, in the same way—but no deaths
ensued. :

10. TIn August 1882, however, the farm suffered a severe loss in the death of
the finest Aden cow.from anthraz. This was the animal that during the previous
year had yielded so large a supply of milk that Mr. Robertson wrote of it ¢ the out-
turn of milk is higher than is usually obtained from the cows of some of the most
esteemed dairy breeds.”

11. . The Superintendent, having several times objected to the commencement of
an experimental farm on commercial prineciples, on the ground that the presence of the
slaughter-house neutralized his best endeavours in the direction of maintenance of
healthy live-stock, was again addressed on the subject by the Board, and replied by
his letter, No. 1165, of 14th August 1882, printed with Board’s Proceedings, No 2158,
of 29th August 1882. 'The Board called on him to “substantiate, by facts that can be
quoted and relied on, his statements that diseased cattle are allowed to be brought to
the slaughter-house,” and his letters printed above constitute the reply.

12. The Board are satisfied that Mr. Robertson’s deductions that the disease, in
all the cases above mentioned, was communicated :by the slaughter-house cattle, is
correct, for the position of the stock-yards is so isolated and so distant from any
thoroughfare, that it seems almost impossible for the infection to be conveyed in any
other way. It is no part of the Board’s duty to comment on the necessity that exists
for preserving the health of the troops by the supply of wholesome meat, and they
content themselves with drawing the attention of Government to the fact that
diseased animals are frequently brought for slaughter at the yards. They must,
however, strongly urge on Government the removal of these slaughter-yards from the
farm on account of injury done to the farm_ by ?helr presence. Sl_mrt of complgte
removal of the yards, only one course remains, viz., that every animal offered for
slaughter be inspected, before it enters on the farm lands, by a competent Veterinary

Surgeon. ; ) e

13. The Board are aware that difficulties have been found to exist in the way of
selectine a site for a new slaugbter-house. In their O}‘del,-, of 30th August 1876,
No. 4398, Government sanctioned ¢ for immediate execution” a plan for erecting the
nev;' slau;hter-ho{lse and quarters for the station butcher opposite the Saiddpet Toll.
bar at a cost of Rs. 8,600 and Rs. 3,500, respectively, but on a strong remonstrance
by the Collector of Chingleput, Government were pleased to direct that, if possible, a
new site might be selected 1n some Jess objectionable locality (G.0., No. 1408, of 11th
October 1876). Correspondence followed, the Military authorities being anxious to find
some site situated about half-way between the For:c and the Moqnt, and the Collector
statine that he could find no suitablesite. The Sanitary Commissioner (letter, No. 164,
of 27th February 1877) stated that he could see 1o valid objection to the selected site

>
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maintaining that « g slaﬁghter-house could_ be constructed in thig position so as to f fl.

avoid all sources of annoyance to residents in the neighbourhood »

ave the slaughter.
house for the present ¢n the farm, “as the matter is not emergent,”

this is not apparent, as the removal was considered to be ap lmmediate
- months previous,

14. The subject wag revived in 1881, and a new sito near the Goverrlment ‘\j
Bakery was proposed to be acquired nnder Act X of 1870. But sub§eq11ently it was -
considered better to remove the yards to the ol.d Supermtendmg Engineer’s Office on - . o

- the south side of the Adyar River, and in their Order, No. 122, dated . 31§t January 1.
1882, Government referred the matter to the Public Works. Department, m view to - i -
estimates being prepared, The Board have heard nothing sine . :

; N evertheless, the ) 57‘ o ) - ‘ B '.
Government (Order, No. 979, dated 8th March 1877) resolved to le . . ‘

The reason for !
necessity some
- ’f

e.
{True Copies and Extract.)

(Bigned) L. GIBSON,

Acting Secretary.

A T N s

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Depariment,

Wwith copies of Board’s Proceedings, 5th August 1882, '
. ' No. 1949, and 29th August 1882, No. 2148,
» s Sgperlntendent, Government Farms | )

» 2 Director of Agriculture,
L] -

Exd. A. Raitt, o
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