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Port of Cocanada.

Authorising the Accountant-General to hold
the sum of Rs. 53,608 at the disposal of the Master
Attendant on account of improvements to the —." -
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

S | | . _FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.
. ‘ v /% . ‘ _
) N

v Reap—again the following paper:— :
e ; F - G.0., dated 20th November 1882, No. 1735, Financial.
A Read—the following G.0., dated 31st October 1882, No. 2852 W., Public Works.

“« o0 L SR Read—the following letter from J. H. TAYLOR, Esq., Lieut., R.N.R., Master
’ . ' : Attendant, Madras, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart-
: j ’ ‘ , ment, dated Madras, 13th October 1882, No. 8761. '

N Administrative Dept_zrtment'.

: ' , o : ' I have the honor to forward herewith a more coxﬁplete statement regarding. the
% - _ ’ _port of Cocanada than that afforded in my letter of 29th August last, No. 7581.
~ 5 N \ “ - ’ -

2. I must first, however, express my regret that the Government Order relating

! to the Superintending Engineer and Executive Engineer’s assistance did not reach me
: ‘ g until my return to Madras, so that I lost the benefit of their advice and co-operation.

N . . However I hope, if they approve generally of the extension of the groynes, the infor-
< L coee : PR : ' f - mation I have secured will enable Government to come to a decision on a point so
~ R , 1 . very important to the interests of the port. ’

ST - S Lot ) % .. - 3. 1find that great changes have taken place in the river, which has greatly
o T - ' ) : deepened and assumed 2 compact form, so that, instead of the ebb water and freshes
: of the God4vari spreading silt all over Cocanada Bay as formerly, it may fairly be
f assumed that it will in future go out to sea, and the numerous streamlets which did
‘ so much mischief gradually dry up. This action is already going on. Thus one
N - difficulty in the way of improving the Cocanada river seems much diminished. I
| send the chart (to be returned) I took with me on which the new river is drawn over
- . | the old one and a good idea afforded of the probable advantages to thé.bay.’ Then
N - : _ B ' a very great point will be carried by turning the river mouth to thesnorth-east,
‘ o which cannot be done without great addition to the length of the groyme, for the sand
o , ' : * in the bight formed by the north pier has a tendency to accumulate and overlaps now '
- A _ _ the present pier end. The tides from the north will enter the river mouth without §
_ . o . . . any divergence, and the ebb from the bay and river leading to Yanam and Coringa :
- : ! will sweep north-eastwards along the side of the groynes, and, joined by the river ebb, ' |
will, I consider, greatly help to reduce the bar. I may observe here that my brother, -
Commander A. D..Taylor, late Superintendent, Marine Surveys of India, is with me ;
CoL , now, and, after a thirty years’ surveying acquaintance with Cocanada, is able to speak n
iy \ , TN Co ‘ : I confidently about it. He is of opinion that the easiest and most hopeful method of . :
: improvement is to lengthen and curve the groynes as proposed. 'We hope there will

P S S T S T

e
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il : not be the same inducement to form bar as heretofore. Another important circum-

Vs | : stance in favor of this method of improvement is the universal favor in which it is held
IR by the whole community. This general opinion is founded upon experiences of boat-

: .men, observation of intelligent Jnhabitants, opinion of ship-masters, &e., and is.
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the conclusi i

am ohlo to“g;:;ll"lgegi%ﬂaiﬁr years of discussion ; so strong is this conviction that I

Chatabor of Commenen. t 18 _Iettgr a memorxal‘ from the European merchants and
, to which is added the signatures of the Native merchants,

which I thought i i i
desire, ght it advisable to procure to satisfy Government as to the universal

4. This memori
landed or Shippegm:&l il:lgggt? and approves the levy. of.a small tax upon all articles
the capital borrov;ed fo ?:11]; Gont fo p rovide for a sinking fund and interest upon
2 sum 80 small in oro ort' e occasion, amounting to about Rs. 6,000 per annum,—
preciable in its gffegtsr lorliI to the trade of this flourishing port that it will be inap-
mercantile community not t ow, as the work canmot be—and is admitted by the
now that all Imperialyco Ot '1()) be—a legitimate charge upon Port Funds, particularly
recommends itself, and tlﬁ ribution hag geased, the method proposed is one that strongly
unexpended balarean Pe sum may reagonably be lent on such conditions out of the
that I took the opinio ofrt Funds, T may mention in connection with this subject
patam, Vizagapatgm nsdo as-many European merchants as I could find at Masuli-
ments for any im o and Bimlipatam, and found them all in favor of similar arrange-
the method by W}I]Ji ﬁ'ement to their several ports. This seems to me to be evidently
respectfully to r ecoc moderate measures of relief can be granted in future, and I beg
to be called for inmmend 16 to the attention of Government. 1 have caused tenders
tenders I find that Cgl}nectmn with the contemplated exteusion, and out of seven
lowest, and th sent in by Messrs, Thalatum Swami and Vasireddi Kamarazu 18 the
5? Thei ettenderers are Prepared with gOOd Security. .

position thanlihaind:r of Rs. 53,608-5.0 brings the work into 2 much more favorable
terms offered. It gvﬁ?elfed by the first estimate, and the sum may well be lent on the
the scheme, that the sh, rs\?]g{ever, be necessary, if Government approves and entertains
on’ goods should b S to arbour Bill for Madras now preparing for thelevy of dues

e extended to Cocanada. In this event also I would respectfully

advise that i
at, as the interests of the merchants will be more directly affected than

heretofore .
out the Wérilic I;nogrga:ihsgu}d behmVlted to co-operate with the Port Officer in carrying
. carried out, and also ey mglf e community that the contractor’s agreement is duly
thus acqui;e 2 better % dneraf Y assist in the conservancy of the river. The public will
and will not be able toel? 0 the dlfﬁqulties that reasonably arise in such a situation,
have failed from their ring complaints before Government until all reasonable efforts
necessarily be the exe t(;)'Wn pomnt of view. .The qut Officer, Mr. Gilham, would
1 think the ente risemlll W‘f dofﬁcer , and for this large increase to his work and exposure
pay. He has ngtl;) rece"s 0(‘11 be charged with some reasonable addition to his present
to the plant and other lﬁt' any increase for the extra work of dredging and attending
Works, but which s ies that used to be carried out by the Department of Public
A ) which since 1875 have fallen upon him. .

. 6. *As .
the Chamber %tfhgzlxﬁégsers of the Board I would suggest Mr. Nixon, Chairman of

- Mr. Bryce; Agent for th eig“fh.O 18 warmly interested in the improvement of the port;
kl'istné R a’ Netive oc tle ritish qum Steam N avigation Company; and Mr. Rama-
 wherever good has %o nb elélan who is most widely and favorably held in estimation
be one matter that Wille " tl}e public interest. The size of the boats will then

: engage their attention. It is admitted that they must, from

the nature of things, b : . :
the altered condition ofe ’(c)lflif;;g :V;lf?mli)%ts:here may be alimit to draft of water, which

7. I fin : T C
Cocanada is thitoti;ﬁ%‘;uy that one yeason for the comstruction of large boats at
the East Coast, Chitta Oners‘ have frequent opportunities of selling them to parties in
‘hence a valid reason eg, tg’ Akyab, &e., and a profitable trade is driven in that way ;
change ; otherwise bo tls i; of the strong disinclination exhibited towards making anj;
would suffice. the di 23 s of the Masulipatam type, which have the same sea work?o do

) % stance they have to sail is about the same, and many of them

have centre board i A e
draft. - rds to 1mP1‘0V8‘ their galhng qualltles and be a substitute for larger

.. 8 In conclilding.th-is' articula sect, of improvement to the por, I have onl
con particular subject of improvement to th ‘
to add that its mtere’sts seem to demand some immediate vigorous eelt)f?;tt, iohz‘lrlep;zlr{
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them, and, of all plans for the purpose, this has secured the greatest measure of local
-confidence. My own doubts, as I have explained above, have been weakened by the
hopeful change T recognise in the river and general features of the bay. If, as may
reasonably be expected, an arrest has been placed upon the general silting or its action

only greatly reduced, the extension of the groynes must placé the port in comfort and

convenience for many years, and that is a very important consideration. 1 shall have
ial matter of interest.

‘40 recur soon to Cocanada in another letter on specl

.
a————

Order—dated 31st October 1882, No. 2852, W., Public Works.
The Government approve of the proposals of the Master Attendant for the improve-
ment of the Port of Cocanada at an approximate cost of Rs. 53,608. An estimate in
roper form will be framed under the orders of the Superintending Engineer and

submitted for formal sanction. : :
9. Meanwhile the question of the provision of the requisite funds will be consi-
dered in the Financial Department. ‘
(True Extract.)

(Signed) ROSS THOMPSON, Lt.-Col, R.E.,
Ag. Under Secy. to Govt, P.W.D.

To the‘ Ma&er Attendant, Madras. . .
Superintending Engineer, First Circle, with Chart and Estimate.

Financial Department.

”

——————————

Ordir—dated 20th November 1882, No. 1735, Financial. .

Before finally approving any scheme for providing the requisite funds in the
manner suggested, the Collector of God4vari will be requested to consult the Local
Chamber of Commerce and submit a report upon Captain Taylor’s proposals.

. 9. In the meantime the papers will be communicated to the Select Committee
on the Madras Harbour Dues Bill in view to the addition of a clause to that Bill

giving Government the powet to extend its provisions to other ports.
" . . (True Extract.)

” S AP .
(Signed)  C. G. MASTER,'.
, Chief Secretary.
To the Hon. H. E. Sullivan, SR
:: A : %eﬁﬁ:cﬁ’fg’(}eneral, ‘Members of the Select Committqe. o
» 5 A Mackenize, ‘ .
,»  Collector of Godévari. A - U
, Master Attendant, Madras. . S
Public Works Department. . » i

———

Reap—also the following papers :—

Extract from a Report of the Sel

. ect Committee, dated Madras, 21st November
1882. ‘

* * *

Para. 6. Wehave considered the suggestion referred to us by Financial Proceed-

ings of Government, No. 1735, dated 20th November 1882, to take power in the Billto

extend its provisions to other ports. We think that there are serious difficulties in the

way of inserting a_clause to this effect, and that the prior sanction of the Governor-
General would. probably be required. As this would entail delay we- think it better

to omit the provision suggested.
! : » » * *
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From W. A. HAPPELL, Esq., Acting Collector of the God4vari District, to the
: Chief Secretar

y to Government, dated Peddakonda Hill, 23rd December 1882,
No. 3. , .

In reply to G.O., 20th November 1882, No. 1735, Financial, I have the honor
to inform you that the Chamber of Commerce, Cocanada,

| entirely approves of Captain
Taylor’s, proposals for the improvement of the Port of Cocanada, and is anxious to see
the work put in hand at the earliest possible date. -

2. The trade of the port last year amourited to 143 lakhé, and is steadily increasing,

The tax on this trade, required to raise Rs. 6,000 a year will be quite inappreciable,
and the amount raised will recoup the whole outlay before,

] mou _ even on the worst supposi-
tion, navigation can be seriously impeded by the formation of a fresh bar. ‘

3. The gentlemen named by Captain Taylor in paragraph 6 would make very
good members of the Board, but I would prefer leaving the nomination to the Chamber
of Commerce. The Chairman for the year should always be on the Board.

— ————

OrpER— dated 29th January 1883, No. 176, Financial,

As the Chamber of Commerce, Cocanada, entirely approves of the y
the improvement of the Port of Coc,anada, and is anxious to see the v;rorlipll).l?t)Oisfxl lliafx(l)tli
at the earliest possible date, the Accountant-General is authorised to hold the sum of
Rs. 53,608 at the disposal of the Master Attendant. The amount will be lent from
Port Funds on the conditions specified in paragraph 4 of the Master Att ’
recorded in G.0., No. 1735, dated 20th November 1 aton will b

: 882. But as legislation wi
needed to make the imposition of the tax legally obligatory, th: gl(iov:mﬁ; l())i‘
India will be addressed.

2.* The Local Board, which has been suggested to co-operate wi
Officer in carrying out the work, will' consist Do ith the Port

of the Chairman of
Commerce, Cocanada, and two other members to be nominated b; ’:}1112 gﬁ:ﬁgg 3§
Commerce. ‘ ' _

(True Extract.)

P

leca o (e v

Chief Secretary.

To the Master Attendant.

» Collector of Godévari.
»» Public Works Department,
» Accountant-Greneral.

Exd. A. Aubgrt.
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Port of Cocanada.

Authorising the Accountant-General to hold

. the sum of Rs. 53,608 at the disposal of the Master

. Attendant on account of improvements to the —. -
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

FINANCIAL DEPABTMENT.

Reap—again the following pa.per — ,
G.0., dated 20th November 1882, No. 1735, Financial.
Read—the following G.0., dated 31st October 1882, No. 2852 W., Public Works.

Read—the following letter from J, H. TAYLOR, Esq., Lieut, R.N.R., Master
Attendant, Madras, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Depait-
ment, dated Madras, 13th October 1882, No. 8761. :

Administrative Department.

I have the honor to forward herewith a more complete statement regarding the
port of Cocanada than that afforded in my letter of 29th August last, No. 75681.

_ 2. I must first, however, express my regret that the Government Order relating
to the Superintending Engineer and Executive Engineer’s assistance did not reach me
until my return to Madras, so that I lost the benefit of their advice and co-operation.
However I hope, if they approve generally of the extension of the groynes, the infor-

mation T have secured will enable Government to come to a decision on a point so

very important to the interests of the port.

3. 1 find that great changes have taken place in the river, which has greatly
deepened and assumed a compact form, so that, instead of the ebb water and freshes
of the God4vari spreading silt all over Cocanada Bay as formerly, it may fairly be
assuraed that it will in future go out to sea, and the numerous streamlets which did
o much mischief gradually dry up. This action is already going on. Thus one
difficulty in the way of improving the Cocanada river seems much diminished. I
send the chart (to be returned) T took with me on which the new river is drawn over
the old one and a good idea afforded of the probable advantages to the bay. Then.
a very great point will be carried by turning the river mouth to the north-east
which cannot be done without great addition to the length of the groyne, for the sand
in the bight formed by the north pier bas a tendency to accumulate and overlaps now
the present pier end. The tides from the north will enter the river mouth without
any divergence, and the ebb from the bay and river leading to Yanam and Coringa
will sweep north-eastwards along the side of the groynes, and, joined by the river ebb,

_will, I consider, greatly help to reduce the bar. I may observe here that my brother
Commander A. D. Taylor, late Superintendent, Marine Surveys of India, is with me

now, and, after a thirty years’ surveying acquaintance with Cocanada, is able to speak
confidently about it. He is of opinion that the easiest and most hopeful method of -
improvement is to lengthen and curve the groynes as proposed. We hope there will
not be the same inducement to form bar as heretofore. Another important circum-
stance in favor of this method of improvement is the universal favor in which it is held
by the whole community. This general opinion is founded upon experiences of boat-
men, observation of intelligent inhabitants, opinion of ship-masters, &c., and is



—~

a2 29t Janvary 1883, No. 176, FI_NANCIAL.

-

the conclusion arrived at after years of discussion ; so strong is this conviction that I
am able to forward with this letter a memorial from the European merchants and
Chamber of Commerce, to which is added the signatures of the Native merchants,
which 1 thought it advisable to procure to satisfy Government as to the universal
desire. ‘

4. This memorial suggests and approves the levy of a small tax upon all articles
landed or shipped, and is sufficient to provide for a sinking fund and interest upon
the capital borrowed for the occasion, amounting to about Rs. 6,000 per annum,—
a sum 5o small in proportion to the trade of this flourishing port that it will be inap-
preciable in its effects. Now, as the work cannot be—and is admitted by the
mercantile community not to be—a legitimate charge upon Port Funds, particularly
now that all Imperial contribution has ceased, the method proposed is ome that strongly
recommends itself, and the sum may reasonably be lent on such conditions out of the
unexpended balance of Port Funds. I may mention in connection with this subject
that I took the opinions of as many European merchants as I could find at Masuli-
patam, Vizagapatam, and Bimlipatam, and found them all in favor of similar arrange-
ments for any improvement to their several ports. This seems to me to be evidently
the method by which moderate measures of relief can be granted in future, and I beg
respectfully to recommend it to the attention of Government. I have caused tenders
to be called for in connection with the contemplated exteusion, and out of seven
tenders I find that sent in by Messrs, Thalatum Swami and Vasireddi Kamarazu is the
lowest, and the tenderers are prepared with good security.

5. Their tender of Rs. 53,608-5-0 brings the work into a much more favorable
position than that presented by the first estimate, and the sum may well be lent on the
terms offered. ' It will, however, be necessary, if Government approves and entertains
the scheme, that the short Harbour Bill for Madras now preparing for the levy of dues
on goods should be extended to Cocanada. In this event also I would respectfully
advise that, as the interests of the merchants will be more directly affected than
heretofore, a Board should be invited to co-operate with the Port Officer in carrying
out the work and satisfying the community that the contractor’s agreement is duly
carried out, and also generally assist in the conservancy of the river. The public will

‘thus acquire a better idea of the difficulties that reasonably arise in such a situation,
and will not be able to bring complaints before Government until all reasonable efforts
have failed from their own point of view. The Port Officer, Mr. Gilham, would
necessarily be the executive officer, and for this large increase to his work and exposure
I think the enterprise should be charged with some reasonable addition to his present
pay. He has not received any increase for the extra work of dredging and attending
to the plant and other duties that used to be carried out by the Department of Public
‘Works, but which since 1875 have fallen upon him.

6. As other members of the Board I would suggest Mr. Nixon, Chairman of
the Chamber of Commerece, vqho is warmly interested in the improvement of the port;
Mr. Bryce, Agent for the British India Steam Navigation- Company ; and Mr. Rama-
kristna, a Native gentleman who is most widely and favorably held in estimation
wherever good has to'be done in the public interest. The size of the boats will then
be one matter that will engage their attention. It is admitted that they must, from

the nature of things, be of large size, but there may be alimit to dr hich
the altered conditﬁn; of things will i’mpose. y 1t to draft of water, whic

7. 1 find on inquiry that one reason for the construction of large boats at
Cocanada is that the owners have frequent opportunities of selling them to parties in
the East anst, Ch1ttag9ng, Akyab, &e., and a profitable trade is driven in that way ;
hence a valid reason exists of the strong disinclination exhibited towards making any

- change ; otherwise boats of the Masulipatam type, which have the same sea work to do, = °

would suffice, the distance they have to sail is about the same, and many of them

léavfez centre boards to improve their sailing qualities and be a substitute for larger
raft. - .

8. In concluding this particular subject of improvement to.the ort, Ih 1.
to add that its interests seem to demand some immediate vigorous erﬂ)ort, to 1‘:1(;);Icl>r{
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them, and, of all plans for the purpose, this has secured the greatest measure of local
confidence. My own doubts, as I have explained above, have been weakened by the
hopeful change I recognise in the river and general features of the bay. If, as may
reasonably be expected, an arrest has been placed upon the general silting or its action
only greatly reduced, the extension of the groynes must place the port in comfort and
convenience for many years, and that is a very important consideration. I shall have
to recur soon to Cocanada in another letter on special matter of interest.

Order—dated 31st October 1882, No. 2852, W., Public Works.
The Government approve of the proposals of the Master Attendant for the improve-

ment of the Port of Cocanada at an approximate cost of Rs. 53,608. An estimate in °

roper form will be framed under the orders of the Superintending Engineer and
submitted for formal sanction. ’ :
9. Meanwhile the question of the provision of the requisitev funds will be consi-
dered in the Financial Department. .
| | (True Extraci;.) .

igned R0SS THOMPSON, Lt.-Col, R.E.
(Sl'one ) Ag. Under Sz’cy. to G’o;t., P.W.D.

To the Master Attenda.ﬁt, Madras.

, Superintending Engineer, First Circle, with Chart and Estimafie.

Financial Department.

» ’

Order—dated 20th November 1882, No. 1735, Financial.

roving any scheme for providing the requisite finds in the
manzgzﬁfs;;gﬁ;gl}: ZIEE Colle%tor zf God4vari will be - requested to consult the Loca}
Chamber of Commerce and submit a report upon (Captain Taylor’s proposals. '
9. TIn the meantime the papers will be communicated to the Select Committee
on the Madras Harbour Dues Bill in view to the ‘addition of a clause to that Bill
giving Government the power to extend its provisions to other ports.

(True Extrapt.)

(Signed) C. G. MASTER,

Chief Secretary.

»  » %\e ﬁ&d"‘?cﬁfg(}eneml’ Members of the Select Committee
. hama y : . .

» A Mackenize,
Oollector of Godévari.
Master Attendant, Madras.
Public Works Department.

”» 3

Reap—also the following papers :— ‘ ,
Fxtract from a Report of the Select Committee, dated Madras, 21st November
1882. | )

* * ¥* *

Para. 6. We ﬁave considered the suggestion referred to us by Financial Proceed-

ings of Government, No. 1735, dated 20th November 1882, to take power in the Bill to
extend its provisions to other ports. We think that there are serious difficulties in the
way of inserting a_clause to this effect, and that the prior sanction of the Governor-

. General would probably be required. As this would entail delay we think it better

to omit the provision suggested.
* N * : * *



4 ] 29TH JANUARY 1883, No. 1‘76, FINARCIAL
”%A
From W. A. HAPPELL, Esq., Acting Collector of the God4vari District, to the

Chief Secretary to Government, dated Peddakonda Hill, 23rd December 1882,
. No. 3. ’

In reply to G.0., 20th November 1882, No. 1735, Financial, I have the honor
to inform you that the Chamber of Commerce, Cocanada, entirely approves of Captain
Taylor’s, proposals for the improvement of the Port of Cocanada, and is anxious to see
the work put in hand at the earliest possible date.

2. The trade of the port last year amounted fo 143 lakhs, and is steadily increasing.
The tax on this trade, required to” rajse Rs. 6,000 a year will be quite inappreciable,

and the amount raised will recoup the whole outlay before, even on the worst supposi-

tion, navigation can be seriously impeded by the formation of a fresh bar,

3. The gentlemen named by Captain Taylor in paragraph 6 would make ve
good members of the Board, but T would prefer leaving the nomination to the Chamber
of Commerce, The Chairman for the year should always be on the Board.

a——————

OrpER—dated 29th January 1883, No. 176, Financial.

As the Chamber of Commerce, Cocanada, _entire!y‘ approves of the proposals for
the improvement of the Port of Cocanada, and is anxious to see the work put in hand
at the earliest possible date, the Accountant-General is authorised to hold  the sum of
Rs. 63,608 at the disposal of the Master Attendant. The amount will be lent from
Port Funds on the conditions specified in paragraph 4 of the Master Attendant’s letter,
recorded in G.0., No. 1735, dated 20th November 1882. But as legislation will be
needed to make the imposition of the tax legally obligatory, the Government of
India will be addressed.

2. The Local Board, which has been suggested to co-operate with the Port
Officer in carrying out the work, will consist of the Chairman of the Chamber of
Commerce, Cocanada, and two other members to be nominated by the Chamber of
Commerce. -

(True Extract.)

C. G. MASTER,
Chief Secretary.

" To the Master Attendant.

»  Collector of Godévari.
»  Public Works Department. . .

»  Accountant-General.

Exd. A. Aubert

5% e oy

S Y




g 1 .
. e ¢obt, of (1883} ¥ udras,
. | .
| . FINANCIAL. '
‘ A ,,.\‘T~.;\'» a
f . *
L,
A B4 :z
“ . . . . . .
- - A v a ' - Tssued
) v Recd. End.
. . ) - ) !
’ .
S o | | G.0,, 29th January 1883, No. 176,
- ¢ T ' . - , i .
. - ’ “u. s . P
5, " o g . L .
"ot s .
ain ‘ |3
. IR . . X | . JANUARY. B
e oo L. - o G
D 3 . P rd o
. T ‘ - ‘ N i ! . b
. , ‘ ¥
| | // 7 5
) ‘ t
. 4 ) |
A}
: 1 Port of Cocanada.
. ' ( Authorising the Accountant-General to bold
- ! the sum of Rs. 53,608 at the disposal of the Master
\ ( ‘ . Attendant on account of improvements to the —..
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29TH JANUARY 1883, No. 176, FINANCIAL.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following paper :—
G.0., dated 20th November 1882, No. 1735, Financial.
Read—the following G.O., dated 31st October 1882, No. 2852 W., Public Works.

Read—the following letter from J. IL TAYLOR, Esq., Lieut., R.N.R., Master
Attendant, Madras, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart-
ment, dated Madras, 18th October 1882, No. 8761.

Administrative Department.

I have the honor to forward herewith.a more complete statement regarding the
port of Cocanada than that afforded in my letter of 29th August last, No. 7581.

2. I must first, however, express my regret that the Government Order relatin g
to the Superintending Engineer and Executive Engineer’s assistance did not reach me
until my return to Madras, so that I lost the benefit of their advice and co-operation.
However I hope, if they approve generally of the extension of the groynes, the infor-
mation ] have secured will enable Government to come to a decision on a point so
very important to the interests of the port. :

3. 1find that great changes have taken place in the river, which has greatly

deepened and assumed a compact form, so that, instead of the ebb water'and freshes

of the Godé4vari spreading silt all over Cocanada Bay as formerly, it may fairly be

S ; .. agsurned that it will in future go out to sea, and the numerous streamlets” which did

so much mischief gradually dry up. This action is already going on. Thus one
difficulty in the way of improving the Cocanada river seems much diminished, I

-+ gsend the chart (to be returned) I took with me on which the new river is drawn over

the old one and & good idea afforded of the probable advantages to the bay, Then
a very great point will be carried by turning the river mouth to the north-east

which cannot be done without great addition to the length of the groyne, for the sand
in the bight formed by the north pier has a tendency to accumulate and overlaps now
the present pier end. The tides from the north will enter the river mouth without
any divergence, and the ebb from the bay and river leading to Yanam and Coringa
will sweep north-eastwards along the side of the groynes, and, joined by the river ebb,
will, I consider, greatly help to reduce the bar. I may observe here that my brother

Commander A. D. Taylor, late Superintendent, .Marine Surveys of India, is with mé
now, and, after a thirty years’ surveying acquaintance with Cocanada, is able to speak
confidently about it. He is of opinion that the easiest and most hopeful method of
improvement is to lengthen and curve the groynes as proposed. We hope there will
not be the same inducement to form bar as heretofore. Another important ecircum-
stance in favor of this method of improvement is the universal favor in which it is held
by the whole community. This general opinion is founded upon experiences of boat-
men, observation of intelligent inhabitants, opinion of ship-masters, &c., and is
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the conclusion arrived at after years of discussion ; so strong is this conviction that I
am able to forward with this letter a memorial from the European merchants and
Chamber of Commerce, to which is added the signatures of the Native merchants,
which T thought it advisable to procure to satisfy Government as to the universal
desire. ' .

4, This memorial suggests and approves the levy of a small tax upon all articles
landed or shipped, and is sufficient to provide for a sinking fund and interest upon
the capital borrowed for the occasion, amounting to about Rs. 6,000 per annum,—
* a sum so small in proportion to the trade of this flourishing port that it will be inap-
preciable in its effects. Now, as the work cannot be—and is admitted by the
mercantile community not to be—a legitimate charge upon Port Funds, particularly

now that all Imperial contribution has ceased, the method proposed is ome that strongly -

recommends itself, and the sum may reasonably be lent on such conditions out of the
unexpended balance of Port Funds. I may mention in connection with this subject
that I took the opinions of as many European merchants as I could find at Masuli-
patam, Vizagapatam, and Bimlipatam, and found them all in favor of similar arrange-
ments for any improvement to their several ports. This seems to me to be eviden?ly
the method by which moderate measures of relief can be granted in future, and I beg
respectfully to recommend it to the attention of Government. I have caused tenders
to be called for in conncction- with the contemplated exteusion, and out of seven
tenders I find that sent in by Messrs, Thalatum Swami and Vasireddi Kamarazu is the
lowest, and the tenderers are prepared with good security.

] 5 Their tender of Rs. §3,608-5-0 brings the work into a much more favorable
position than that prfasented by the first estimate, and the sum may well be lent on the
terms offered. It will, however, be necessary, if Government approves and entertains
the scheme, that the short Harbour Bill for Madras now preparing for the levy of dues
on goods should be extended to Cocanada. In this event also I would respectfully
advise that, as the interests of the merchants will be more directly affected than
heretofore, a Board should be invited to co-operate with the Port Officer in carrying
out the work and satisfying the community that the contractor’s agreement is duly
carried out, and also generally assist in the conservaney of the river. The public will
thus acquire a better idea of the difficulties that reasonably arise in such a situation
and will not be able to bring complaints before Government until all reasonable eﬁort;
have failed from their own point of view. The Port Officer, Mr. Gilhah, would
necessarily be the executive officer, and for this large increase to his work and e’xposure
I think the enterprise should be charged with some reasonable addition to his present
pay. He has not received any increase for the extra work of dredging and attending

to the plant and other duties that used to b ied i
Works, but which since 1875 have fallez ugo(;?rlﬁzl. ut by the Doparment of P'ubhc

6. As other members of the Board T would su i 1
t L ggest Mr. Nixon, Chairman of
the Chamber of Commerce, who is warmly interested in the improvemelrll’t of iile port;
1BﬂIl:.tBryce, ﬁ?gte.mt for tlie British India Steam Navigatio :
1stna, a Native gentleman whois most widely and favorably held i imation
gherever good has to’ be done in th_e public interest. The size og thz (‘ti)ola?ts evsvtiﬁnaéli:n
e one matter that will engage their attention. It is admitted that they must, from

the nature of things, be of larce s imi i
the altered conditi%ri of things W?llf?mglig.h eremey be alimit to draft of water, Which

7. 1 find on inquiry that one : :

: reason for the construction of lare ts at
tChOC%lada is that the owners have frequent opportunities of sellin t% ' au.t{D ; bOFtl'S in
e Rast Coast, Chittagong, Akyab, g them to parties
hence a valid reason exists of the strong disinclination exhibited towards makine any

O

:&)ﬁ%es;u‘f’éggr ‘Z}iie dll)iz%tl;i :ef tglz Misulipatamﬂtype, Evhich have the same sea work to do,
) : Y have to sail is about the g :

have centre boards to i+ sailing e ame, and many of them

draft. lmprove theit sailing qualities and be a substitute for larger

8. In concluding this particular gubj i
con subject of improvement ¢
+ to add that its interests seem to demand some immediate vigorgigsl eelé?:t;’ %ohagxi);?)lr{

n Company ; and Mr. Rama-.

&ec., and a profitable trade ig driven in that way;
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them, and, of all plans for the purpose, this has secured the greatest measure of local
confidence. My own doubts, as I have explaiped above, have been weakened by the
hopeful change I recognise in the river and general features of the bay. If, as may
reasonably be expected, an arrest has been placed upon the general silting or its action
only greatly reduced, the extension of the groynes must place the port in comfort and
convenience for many years, and that is a very important consideration. I shall have
to recur soon to Cocanada in another letter on special matter of interest.

Order—dated 31st October 1882, No. 2852, W., Public Works. L

The Government approve of the proposals of the Master Attendant for the improve-
ment of the Port of Cocanada at an approximate cost of Rs. 53,608. An estimate in
roper form will be framed under the orders of the Superintending Engineer and
submitted for formal sanction. ‘ o
.2, Meanwhile the question of the provision of the requisite funds will be consi-
dered in the Financial Department.

(True Extract.) .

(Signed) ~ ROSS THOMPSON, Lt.-Col, R.E,
Ag. Under Secy. to Govt., P.W.D.

To the Master Attendant, Madras. )
Superintending E’ngineer, First Circle, with Chart and Estimate.
Financial Department.

»
”

' Order—dated 20th November 1882, No. 1735, Financial.

Before finally approving any scheme for providing the requisite funds in the
manner suggested, the Collector of God4vari will be requested to consult the Local
Chamber of Commerce and submit a report upon Captain Taylor’s proposals.

9. TIn the meantime the papers will be communicated to the Select Committee
on the Madras Harbour Dues Bill in view to the additiom of a clause to that Bill
giving Government the power to extend its provisions to other ports.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) C. G. MASTER,
Chief Secretary.

"To the Hon. H. E. Sullivan,

» » T.Rama Rao,

» A. Mackenize,
Oollector of God4vari.
Master Attendant, Madras.
Public Works Department.

» » the Advocate-General, { yr. herg of the Select Committee

Reap—also the following papers :—
Extract from a Report of the Select Committee, dated Madras, 21st November
1882. :

» * * *

Para. 6. Wehave considered the suggestion referred to us by Financial Proceed-

ings of Government, No. 1735, dated 20th November 1882, to take power in the Bill to
extend its provisions to other ports, We think that there are serious difficulties in the

way of inserting a clause to this effect, and that the prior sanction of the Governor-
General would probably be required. As this would entail delay we think it better
to omit the provision suggested. :

* kS * *
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From W. A. HAPPELL, Esq., Acting Collector of the God4vari District, to the-
Chief Secretary to Government, dated Peddakonda Hill, 23rd December 1882, ,
No. 3. : !

In reply to G.O., 20th November 1882, No. 1735, Financial, I have the honor
to inform you that the Chamber of Commerce, Cocanada, entirely approves of Captain ’
Taylor’s, proposals for the improvement of the Port of Cocanada, and is anxious to see !
the work put in hand at the earliest possible date. ,

2. The trade of the port last year amounted to 1.43 lakhs, and is steadily increasing.
The tax on this trade, required to raise Rs. 6,000 a year will be quite inappreciable, ‘
and the amount raised will recoup the whole outlay before, even on the worst supposi- " .
tion, navigation can be seriously impeded by the formation of a fresh bar.

3. The gentlemen named by Captain Taylor in paragraph 6 would make very
good members of the Board, but I would prefer leaving the nomination to the Chamber
of Commerce. Thg Chairman for the year should always be on the Board.

e e e e .

[
c—————

OrpER—dated 29th January 1883, No. 176, Financial, o

As the Chamber of Commerce, Cocanada, entirely approves of the proposals for
the improvement of the Port of Cocanada, and is anxious to see the work put in hand
at the earliest possible date, the Accountant-Gencral is authorised to hold the sum of
Rs. 63,608 at the disposal of the Master Attendant. The amount will be lent from
Port Funds on the conditions specified in paragraph 4 of the Master Attendant’s letter, \
recorded in (.0., No. 1735, dated 20th November 1882. But as legislation will be
needed to make the imposition of the tax legally obligatory, the Government of
India will be addressed. , |
2. The Local Board, which has been suggested to co-operate with the Port |
Officer in carrying out the work, will consist of the Chairman of the Chamber of
Commerce, Cocanada, and two other members to be nominated by the Chamber of ‘
Commerce. '

" (True Extract.) ‘
C. G. MASTER,

Chief Secretary. .
: , S N
% AR ot % \\'\“)\\\ \ -2
‘-o' . \\ :\\ -.'; y s s n‘l\.\‘\ ?'
N = N -~ . = . N " [ Y . '
To the Master Attendant.
»» Collector of God4vari. . .. ‘ . C -
» Public Works Department. . - ~ i
5 - Accountant-General. &N

Exd. A. Aubert
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Port of Cocanada. ) - K s
Authorising the Accountant-General to hold '
|

the sum of Rs. 53,608 at the disposal of the Master
Attendant on account of improvements to the —.




	Copy_of_Image00027
	Copy_of_Image00028
	Copy_of_Image00029
	Copy_of_Image00030
	Copy_of_Image00031
	Copy_of_Image00032
	Copy_of_Image00033
	Copy_of_Image00034
	Copy_of_Image00035
	Copy_of_Image00036
	Copy_of_Image00037
	Copy_of_Image00038
	Copy_of_Image00039
	Copy_of_Image00040

