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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Rmn—-the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 15th September
1883, No. 2775 :—

Read—the following letter from W. R. ROBERTSON, Esq., w.z..c.

Reporter to the Government of Madras, to the Secretary t
Revenue (through the Director
August 1883, No. 1287 .—

Iﬁave the honor to submit the report (EWo copies) on the Agricultural Exhi-
bition recently held in Madras. ‘

2. The Committee regret that their o
amount that was sanctioned ; their estim

,» Agricultural
o the Board of
of Agriculture), dated Saiddpet, 11th

xpenditure has somewhat exceeded the
ates were based on the only data available,
those, viz., of the Exhibition of 1874, The length of time that has elapsed since
the Exhibition was held and the somewhat altered circumstances under which it
Wwas necessary to hold the last Exhibition will; it is hoped, sufficiently explain the
slight excess—about Rs. 750—of expenditure over the estimates.

3. I am to ask that Government will be good enough to raise the total grant

from Rs. 18,000 to Rs. 18,800. The whole sum may not be required, but the

- medals have not yet been supplied, and it isi‘ggi:pected that at the least Rs. 500 will
- be required to meet their cost.

4. At page 34 of the report a statemeﬁf;%.?éars showing the entire expendi-
ture incurred on behalf of the Exhibition, vouehers for which have been sent to the
Accountant-General. '

5. The Committee desire me to bring to notice the obligations they are under
to the members of the Police force of the town of Madras engaged at the Exhibi-

tion for the services then rendered ; and I am directed to state that the Committee
will be glad if Government can sanction a small grant of money, say Rs. 200, for
distribution amongst the men and subordinate officers of the force.

Endorsement b,m WILSON, Esq., Director of Revenue Settlement and Agricul-
¢ » dated Cumbum, 17th August 1883, No. 265.

Forwarded.

Excrosure No. 1.—Report.

Resolution—dated 15th September 1883, No. 2775. ¢
Submitted for the information of Government. v ol

2. The Exhibition was fairly attractive, 9,207 persons having paid for admis.
sion during the five days of Exhibition, and the total gate receipts being Rs. 1,226-3.0,
- _ 3. The union of an exhibition of manufactures with one in the main agricultural
gave rise to several difficulties, as noted in paragraphs 10 and 12 of the report, and
by the judges in the section of manufucturds (paragraph 41 of the repors).. S
difficulties and'the point raised by the judges in'the above-mentioned section will, no
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: ‘ﬁere ghown ; also some good leather from Coimbatore and an excellent collection of
.~ oils from South Canara. The specimens of sugar were poor, but there was a good
~ show of jaggery and sugar-candy.

b 9. Under Machines and Implements there was an interesting display ; ploughs
e attracted much attention, and local firms showed that they are dbiug good practical
& work in making ploughs suited to the present eireumstances of the ryot; amongst
* other implements they deservedly took necarly all the prizes; it is to be regretted

‘that there were no entries of seed drills. v

Among machines the Boomer oil-press was the most interesting as likely to
~ supply a want in Southern India, viz., a machine of no great complication, but great
power for the expression of pure bright marketable oil ; the transfer of the industry

B $0 India is very desirable in the interests both of her ryots and merchants. The

Beheea Mill attracted much attention, and has been put to a practical and success-

8= ful test in Bellary. It is noted that both Messrs. Oakes and Messrs. Massey and

‘Co. speak of a large number of inquiries and purchases of agricultural plant trace-
g.ble directly to the Exhibition; this is a very gratifying result.

"' . 10. The essays were not of a very high standard; but it is hoped that the

" jmportant subjects of which they treated will attract more practical attention in
future.
11. While the Exhibition did not attain eomplete success, there is evidence—
notably that of Messrs. Oakes and Massey—that it has borne fruits in awakening
' inquiry after new implements, modes, and processes, while it cannot be doubted but
I $hat it has stimulated a healthy interest in praetical agriculture.

B 12, Thanks are due to the Committee, judges, and other gentlemen who so
o readily gave their time and aid in the matter.

: (A true Copy and Extract.)

i | (Signed)  F. A. NICHOLSON,

P Acting Sub-Secretary.

" To the Secretary to Government, Revenue
Department, with a copy of the report.

= Copy to the Director of Agriculture.

e, B—

Ozper—dated Tth November 1883, No. 1373, Revenue.

The Right Honorable the Governor
in Council regrets the delay which has
& - occurred in the submission of this report.
" The Exhibition closed in the third week of February, and the report, which was not
" submitted till 11th August, did not reach Government till the 26th September. A
 few points will be briefly noted below for observance mn future exhibitions, and the
Director of Agriculture, who forwards Mr. Robertson’s report without remark, will
be called on to explain the delay which has taken place in its submission. The
report will be advertised for sale by the Superintendent, Government Press.

9 Tive Stocx.—The show of Nellore eattle was satisfactory, that of sheep
very poor. It is much to be regretted that the Mysore, Punganir, and Kongyam
breeds of cattle were not better represented. © Native gentlemen of experience
should have been included among the judges of sheep and goats, and a Nellore ryot
should have found a place among the judges of cattle. With reference to the show of
‘horses, the Government entirely concur in the remarks made in paragraph 6 of the
' Board’s Proceedings, and they regret that nearly Rs. 1,000 should have been
" awarded, chiefly to residents of Madras, foran admittedly poor show of horseflesh,
_ while Rs. 186 only were awarded for grams and Rs. 106 for pulses. The horse has
" 1no part or lot in Indian agriculture, and the offer of a moderate prize for animals
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