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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKSB DEPARTMENT.

Genernl.
Acecount,

Rusv—the following letter from D. €. GORDON, Esq, Examiner of Public Works
' Accounts, to the Seeretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated
Madras, 20th October 1883, No: 127 L B

1 have the honor to submit, for information and orders of Government, notes by
\fz. Rainier, Deputy Examiner, of his inspection of the office of the South Arcot

dxﬂhg;’_ agraph 3.—The necessity for the numerous small imprests was explained in
- the Superintending Engipeer’s letter printed with G.O., No. 798 1., dated 1st October
1883}, aragraph 4.—All the vouchers for the head-quarters’ cash-book should have been
. solled by the accountant before the Executive Engineer’s order for- payment was
ull:taiued upon them. When checking the cash-book entries, the final transaction of
_ :aoh day, being initialled by the accountant, shoqld be sufficient evidence of his
i ity for vouchers being correct as supporting those eiitvies, and no further
lqumpe T Eoma be necessary. As regards the check of sub-divisional cash-books
and imprest accounts, the youchers should bglmualled when the check is in progress.
As regards the employment of the cashier and storekeeper upon the general work
of the office, whether as assisting the head clerk or assisting the accountant, I think
the Execufive Engineer’s judgment is alone of value. The men cannot have their
time fully occupied, a8 if the one had to go the round of works o make payments, and
the other to attend fo innumerable receipts and issues of stock requiring all his time,
and so long udftht;y d?i'i their work proper, they can give spare time to assist in the
work e olnce, f % }
gqnﬂ"ﬁle posting of the cash abstract book is, however, an important duty, and it
ghould be in the charge of one particular person; the accountant having seen that
_ allocation of € diture is properly posted in the several cash-books, the posting of |
¢he abstract boo should give no trouble, and should be done the first thing 1n the day
pefore the divisional cash-hook is required for current payments. For sub-divisional
entrics, it should be posted immediately after the sub-divisional cash-books have been
checked by the accountant. ‘ ) i} e ‘
Parayraph 6.—There 15 no excuse for the register of works not being posted to
date for fotal monthly expenditure even if expenditure by sub-heads of works cannot
bo recorded (see paragraph 5 of last inspection report, G.0., No. 2920 W., of 6th
November 1882). - More care is evidently required in the upkoep of this important

record.
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: tvbey sl Wons. : . ; deseribed in h 5 of last report, some confusion in respect of certain
Pomiaaisg, el e 6. Thore vt &0 Cly 1662, and. hom ApeL il Tuly 852 the register of warks is bare of
. materials : 5 _at wm;u, respecting the Polandorai anicut and Vriddbé: suicut ; but there is no difficulty
“attention should at site should be Pmo‘lwly el There are, however, four works in arrears :— \
has mb’ vited to this. | 15y gl 1. Repairing bridge, Shateotope anicut.
| -y mﬂq" towards the better g, Mlm i
};ﬂm‘“ 2By 341 and 497 of the Cod o gt o e Lo . Chlmdfmll sluice. '
1 - rters o ' s 4 o 2 ; stod t alv. »
Teports, and d be seted up ¢ ‘This has been pt;iﬁn'.!ud < .l! -h““'_ should be paid But o.I‘l - lggv';a?emmes .:1 tlillzmgister of works, which is, on the whole, not well k?;lt.
; s as soulesgans iy by I8  Executive Enginaoum n_previous inspection ‘lheregrezuent corrections with mo one’s initial to show the author of the alteration. The
y what the ¥e Pl - i send as many Ehere 458 ¢ site account in the oase of one work was found to disagree with the work abstract.
b 42 Nocossary—in fact he can do mf”'mds awork account is taken from one folio to another it would be convenient to state where
¥ sub-divisional X H F}: h;‘z: !?o'lio is to be found. The ‘budget allotment for the year ghould ulways be shown above
e X .

avocount in the rlace prescrih:d.

each works k is corupleted it is desirable to say so at the foot of the account.

When o wor, L 4
5 <o points are of very great importance erhaps, except the second. But the
S X It::;’?f ‘f.(,?ﬁﬁ%hgw be regarded as requiring par’t.ic;n[’n: care to keep it complete, and the
; :‘;ﬁf antant should see that it is so kept. j

« materinls at site” are placed ab twenty-six works and their value is supposed to

i) tfhi{,s xlrgs‘:s& Tt was not known how far these materials are regarded as serviceable, or

nﬁ,g':%:y wero lass counted. There cannot be too mugh attention given to these materials ai
whe

punctuality of . he Executive Engineer will no doubt have all these materials reported upon if

the Executive En ol site aooouR alrea-'ﬁye been done, sng with the preparation of the work abstracts in sub-divisional

used by want of es p ltmlg: a:’m will be doubtless constant serutiny there of transactions in materials which appear
o !

_ executi
ha ve, and fur-
.V:i since been submitted

in the initial accounts. | db e : . ;
8. The last audit note on the accounts of this division contained thirty-seven items, a very

ber (about & hundred) of vouchers being behind-hand.” But the deputation of the

: By “.&y, ‘Toom m_ for improveme r thin may be loovted for large nﬂ:,eouutaut to No. 1 sub-division in May last has altogether revivified the accounts work
T e T A B » G Ak il 0t 5o far as the accounts g ¥ ;i'reution, and the vouchers above referred to are nearly all either on their way or
P % . A S hs e ¥ : - in that % In fact the audit note remarks, as found necessary in'the central audit office,
e i | shortly expecier d Toes called for, thus saving much repetition of labor
< P 1 | : Excrosvug v may now \‘;9 expected t;, be;t;ssﬂa: acczs:nctant mozim't Ry ST 1 gl
Notes of inspection ‘:i 1. RAINTER, Fsq., Deput month in thut office, at leas P

b ance to amgraph 3 of last report. The sub-divisional officers still pay them-
> ‘Xl&};‘e{: i:ﬁ:lnr; and travelling allowance for each month. This is understood to bo
golves 50 ver, only after receipt by them of intimation, in & detailed memorandum from the
done, thEEn g"m eer, of the amount due to cach individual, with the order to pay. The method

Bxeculiv® © agraph 497 is supposed to leave the Exeeutive Engineer a discretion as
pmsenb@&;;f:g:, },’?r payment, whether by cash or cheque. Certainly the aendin%of a e

of th {. RAINTER, Examj ; T
e oo of the Exesutive Kngineer, Bouth Asect Divin, o e s ccounts, Madras
Major A. O, Smith, RE, ive Engi ‘ :

& Al th, = ,ﬂn Exeoutive Engineer, was unavoidably absent; M. Chinys ': ;

accountant, m . 4 i

2. The last ?ﬁmﬁu’mﬂl ¥ an accounts oﬂicér,

No. 2020 W, of 6th November 1882. 01 this office, is to be. for ith G- e ficor for the total amount of payments to be made in places 10 to 15 miles
. 3. The tressuries drawn .@z i cund with 6.0, to the G‘ll‘;’d“i:;(;mii:tmoe apart, seems to neoespi&w the cashing of that cheque and the all 2
’ (3) Vriddbéchalam, (4) Tindivanam, (5) M“SE’"’ namely, (1) huzur, (2) Chidam awey 0 ’t:'ibuﬁon by hand of the proceeds; whereas in the present system there is only
i ordinarily draws on (1) and (5) ; the Chi&; “m (6) Villupuram. " The K baram, round egxt.h" despateh of cheques by the sub-divisional officers for convenient amounts, by post,
ﬁ?m%, Ems) 2) and (3) tbgl?eiﬁx'mdomi sub-?imional'%%dmaémtal officer, Mr. A":S",&;‘t’ i”v:,ll‘: saveral parties, and this is said to be felt much more practically convenient for all
ca he Tindivanam sub-divisional o eer, Sub-Engineer Mr. Hie g F |
B ,(;) pd O being absent on privilege leave, them g::ws:i?hEnug“?“ﬁr M. Heiu;;e;,’ wnwmedln {he Chidambaram sub-division there qre farty-four petty contractors’ acconnts unad-
e e & l!;. : Ve Lugineer takes the dut _ 19, f&ty-two the balance being due to, and in two due from, the contractors. But in
t Rev egato Rs. 2,550, but the lurgest is wi 4 justed, in Tort3000 e that inumedinte odjustment. is practicable, and then only provisionally
Ry » anounting t Commissioner of only 000 0 smount, Ra. 9-6-0. 'This sum, ds toChookslinga Fills since September 1881,
_ The dates and O:yredifbd to rovenue, pending the appearance of Chookalinga Fillay whose whereabouts
—Chidembargm sub- o ot known. It he should turm up he can always get the money. But it is not necessary
eeted. The are nWhile to go through the same process month after month of entering such an item in the
883 was proved mean ts. In other sub-divisions there are also ‘tems due to contraetors. %Tke e due from
are careful] woCOUBEE e for over-payments by sub-divisional officers. It is said that there is nothing
o Pngm“m.ﬂmmc in the contractors’ aceounts, and that there is no unt under dispute.

1 coference to paragraph 8 of last report, the i due bothC’rvil departroent
1. With el to s, 2000 But this is now undar seftloment with the Accountaut-
?}?ﬂcﬁi}" S iras, from the Examiner, Public Works Acoonuts. There are no other items in the

deposit account worth notice. i | e
. cPO‘l"Q Nor is there anything noticeable in the miscellaneons advances aceount.

ly and thorot}ghly audited }
o then initialleq by thy
should undergo a eomp] .
Signature is gff; ' ﬁﬁe
em,
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¥ o lend 'l‘h’en,.th? Preparation of whiel, 13, Tools and plant are said to have been last oéunted p@ this month (October 1883), the
24 _ : Chela 8 are eorrections % th—u. lﬂ)ﬁl_mm baok B regig'er 8 mn order. : : : AT
; ke abstracts are now P“Pﬂed i the Hhout acknowfeq gmeutm: 14. Bervice pooks are said to be complete and suflicie ntly maintained.
me u M.qumm : R T j
Y , Y except when M:ﬁ;}g‘aﬁ‘:&onﬂ offices, and the jy; | ANJORE, : e, ‘
, for, uitial aceounts do 1tk Octobes 1883, :
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