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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Buildings and Roads.
Civil Works.

Reap—the following papers :—

From F. N. THOROWGOOD, Esq., M. Tnsr, C.E., Superintendent, Madras

Harbour Works, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart-
ment, dated Madras, 19th September 1883, No. 22 W.

I have the honor to submit the following for the approval of Government.

2. The task of taking up and looking after the land, trees, houses and huts
which are from time to time being handed over to this department by Otf; DGP‘:g
- Collector under Government ers no

ol 2;;8% g" e lg:% %{”‘r"h i in the margin is at present so extremely

s il e troublesome, that 1 venture very respect-

fully to ask fo_r sanction to some special arrangements which appear to me necessary

for the next six months, or, say, till 1st April 1884, by which time I hope all the
necessary land will be acquired and the work will haye got into a regular groove.

3. 1 will, as briefly as I can, explain that the Deputy Collector sends daily (and
sometimes more frequently) lists of properties to be handed over, and these have to be
inspected personally by some competent person at the time of receiving. A suryeyor
has to note the land, building or tree on a plan, and a competent clerk and conicopillay

have to record the property in a suitable list for the purpose of collecting rent. The
whole is under the supervision of Mr, Beardmore,

- 4, The number of these items of property is now mounting up to near 1,300, and
most of them are 2 miles from this office, some of them nearly 3 miles. There is no
proper road to these places, but a heavy track along the sand.

. 5. The gollecting.of rent is most difficult, as most of the occupants of huts refuse
to pay anything, notwithstanding that my orders are to pull down the huts of those
who continue to refuse payment. Legal process has been tried on the better class of

non-paying tenants, but without much satisfaction. Robberies of property and cutting
down of trees and fences is of common oceurrence, involving an eyer-varying but never-
ending staff of watchmen. :

. 6, The actual travelling backwards and forwards from this oﬂi(m;v two or three
times a dgx 18 really very hard work for anybody, and I cannot expect that the very
competent clerk who has charge of the list of properties can be expected to do this in

addition to his office work without extra pay.

 Collector asking we to value a plot of land

@5 T hope that by 1st April 1884 all will be smooth going.

7. 1 may mention that I have this morning recoived a letter from the Deputy
AP o » nearly 3 miles away, on which are over
8,000 casuarina frees, and requiring also my notion of the value of each tree.

8. I do not wish to ask for an increase of salary to any one on the Harbour

Works staff at e}'rfesent, and it is not desirable (even if it were admissible) to ask for
any fixed travelling allowance for such work a8 I have described,

9. The work iz very arduous and troublesome, and I am quite unable to askior

any fixed staff for it as yet, for I sometimes want 4 large number of extra hands as

watchmen and survey lascars, The work, moreover, will only be of tempomry M@,

ity (e
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10. What I therefore ask for is that, as a temporary measure, I may be given full
power over the staff required for this purpose of taking up land and receiving rent,
and may freat those that are engaged on the work as if they were on the muster roll
of executive work, in which case they would get extra pay for extra work, according
to the time occupied. It shall, of course, be my d uty to be satisfid that the time is
fairly employed.

bR

11. This object will be easily attained if for the nexft six months I may be
allowed to remove the pay of one clork (Mr. E. A. D’Vaz) and one surveyor (Moonoo-
sawmy Rao) from the regular establishment of this office (their names being still
retained however), and may place them on this special duty for a time, their pay being
chargeable to that head of the estimats which at present carries all the charges
involved in this intricate business of taking up the coast land.

12. If I may be favored with an early reply I shall be very glad.

Office note from the Examiner of Publis Works Accounts, dated 27th September
lb’d-’i’», No. 663,

There appears no objection to the proposal advanced by the Superintendent

5 S bt Prope C ¢ A 3

Madras Harbour Works, in paragraph 11 of his letter, being sanctioned by Govern-

menf. The clerk and the surveyor named by the Superintendent are at present on

the regular establishment of the Harbour Works division, and their services are non-
pensionable,

From the Superintendent, Madras Harbour Works, dated 8rd October 1883,
No.

22 W.

Orper—dated 9th October 1883, No. 2837 W., Public Works.

The arrangements proposed by the Superintendent, Madras Harbour Wo

) rks, in
paragraphs 10 and 11 of his letter above recorded, are approved.

(True Extract.)

e Ay e

- . Mujffn', R.E.,
Under Secy. to Govt., P.W.D.

o

To the Saperintendent, Madras Harbour Works,
» Examiner, Public Works Aocounts.

Exd. A. F. Goodall.
Spare Copies
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