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Report to accompany the Estimate for completing the construgtion of Government House at Ootacamund
and for furnishing it, ealled for in letter from the Government of India, No. 87, of the 13th
January 1883,

Owing to the yearly increasing difficulties of securing a suitable residence for His Excel-
lency the Governor and Staff at Ootacamund, during the annual hot-weather sojourn of Govern-
ment on the Nilgiri Hills, it was decided ‘n 1876 to acquire the property known as “ Upper
Norwood,” adjoining closely to which was the “ Lower Norwood ” property, already in posses-
sion of Government. On each of these existed bungalows built in the old style, ill-arranged,
constructed of very indifferent materials, and not even water-tight. Lower Norwood was especi-
ally, from its low situation and bad construction, extremely damp and unfitted as a residence.

9. In view to economy, the first intention was to use the bungalows for the Governor’s
family and staff ; adding merely such public rooms, in a separate building, as were deemed to be
indispensably necessary for His Excellency’s office and for reception purposes.

3. The plans proposed under this view when in great measure carried out were found very
inadequate, but no final decision as to their precise scope could be arrived at in 1877, as the
Government did not go to the Hills that year. In 1878 it became, however, sufficiently clear that
the two old bungalows above adverted to were quite unsuited, both as regards character and
amount of accommodation, for the Governor’s family and'staff ; and that considerable additions
must be made to the buildings.

4. Thisled to organic changes in the original design, and after a geries of modifications
the plan finally adopted was that of a large two-storied building, affording complete accommo-
dation for the family, in addition to the public reception rooms of the first design, but making no
provision for the Private and Military Secretaries, Staff, &e.

5 Tt is needless to trace the various changes and many alterations of the plans which this
rather wide departure from the original scheme necessarily involved, or which arose from other
canses. Suffice it to say that, by September 1878, the outlay had reached 21 lakhs, when the
Government of India raised objections to the provision of a residence for His Excellency the
Governor at a Hill Station at the public expense, on the ground that it was opposed to the
orders of the Secretary of State. But in reply it was submitted t.hat the principle of “ prohibiting
the transfer, periodicully, of the seat of Government to the Hills”” had been abandoned by the
Home authorities; that it had been assumed that the Local Government had full authority to
incur expenditure within their powers of sanction (Rs. 10,00,000); and that economy had been
consulted by spreading the outlay over several years.

6. The estimate framed under the above ciroumstances, and which for all practical purposes
may be considered as the original estimate, amounted to Rs. 2,66,660, and was sanctioned by the
Madras Government in @.0., No. 4488 W., of 25th. November 1878. But even as regards this,
economy was still so much kept in view that no provision Was made for either decorating the
outside or inside of the building (in fact, interior plastering was to a great extent omitted), for
furniture, for providing quarters for His Excellency s Staft, _for.adequate. servants’ houses, &e.,
or, indeed, for anything much beyond the bare walls of the principal mansion.

7. The first revised estimate was forwarded to the Government of India for sanction with
G.0., No. 3016 W., of 27th November 1879, and amounted to Rs. 2,76,000; but this again
provided for little more than a revision of the rates of th‘e work, and made no further provision
than the first for even necessary adjuncts, to say _nOthmg of securing even the most ordinary

comfort. This revised estimate was formally sanctioned by the Government of India in their
Secretary’s letter, No. 560, of 31st January 1880.

8. As neither of the abovementioned estimates had any amount entered in them for the
cost of acquiring the Norwood Estate, and as it had been shown that a large expanse of terraced
roof was altogether unsuited to a wet monsoon at Ootacamund, and that the expense of an iron
pent roof must be incurred ; further, as became clear, ﬁrst to the late Mr. Adam, and subsequently
to Mr. Hudleston, the Acting Governor, that some a¢ dlti.ons must be made to the scheme in order
to secure a habitable house with a road of approach to it, the estimate was again recast in 1881,
providing for the following items :—

RS,
1. Purchase of Upper Norwood property = - 20,306
2. Improvements to do. 21,440
3. Constructing the new building ... e 8,17,093
4. Water-supply g O 8,582
5. Covered passage from the new building to Upper Norwood ... 1,693
6, New road of approach 2 33,800

Total 4,02,914
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9. At the time of the submission i i
: of th timate th t1 -
yearly expenditure on the work from the conﬁnﬁlzzggeit l?ei(:]l;r :g' f}(l)zllﬁ)‘frzazd—led o i o

MREGTT 0 a2t F‘:S;33
1877-78 ia we an va's 62,7 ¢
1878-79 S R e o et e e 110,603
1879-80 O K
1880-81 o 3(3,990
to December 1881 30,93“
23,400

Total ... 3,31,742

10. As this was the condition of matfers when His Exe
L ellency the 3 7
:lizulx)na.ig :)vftfill(ifse, olft x;‘vll?yt be 13?1 well to advprt to the fact that practically t]{ere wagrﬁigll;t nigzefl?;:
ot s Tl? Eot nfO doubt in time and with adequate outlay become a suitable Gov-
e e e :h roof (which had not been approved of by the department) had proved
pan{ $ o \gellie sou Wltlllfd had been provided with an iron pent roof over the terracing;
Wl ooy ng ﬁoms remained unplastered, and many essential conveniences were
e aiogs (ot (r)%’f- b f:}(l)mmodatmn for the staff further than such as could be found in the old
servgnts Al whic .Iilroved quite uninhabitable) there was none; the provision for
cont oy s s Ry e v?()is 3::1: 1er entirely jnadequate or wholly wanting; the furniture con-
i rg; dof oW "0 }f' 1cles b_rou.gfht up from the Government House at Guindy (Madras) ;
S G e i(tipprimc‘ in sunstltutmn for the old steep and dangerous track which previously
N e iy :‘vor(])zrela d.Y ]o ‘lllstt h rfe?h??;nelife%; ghe hrioa,ds &near tIhe }Eouse itself and its surroundings
_ g ughest fashion, &. In faet, althou
suitable Government House was there, some of the most clearly proved necegsl;ittig: 1?1;.31(:}3: bfeg

rovided for. A i i : ;
ﬁa e exizlt‘ence.s to ordinary conveniences, to say nothing of comforts or embellishments, they

11. TUnder the above circumstances, in August 1882 a Committee a
the further requirements of Government Hous%l,mwith a view to the co;f;{g'gi)er? (f? tr}?e?oga?ﬁ
building, and the adaptation of the subsidiary ones for occupation by His Excellency the Governor’s
Staft and household, and their report is recorded at length in G.O., No. 2139 W, of 19th August
1882. The approximate estimate framed by the Committee for the propose’d additions, not
including furniture, &e., amounted to Rs. 1,88,000. The expenditure on the building in 1882-83

was Rs. 42,083, making, with tl . s
including furniture Rs.g 4,54,5241.e outlsy previously incurred, & grand total of Rs. 3,89,624, or

12. The letter of this Government forwardin '

] ] ter o g the above report showed that, notwith-
zta.ndmg this sensible increase to the outlay, some essential items, Euch as furniture, had not
een ‘entered, and the Government of India, in their reply, No, 87, of 13th January 1883 called
for “a complete estimate of the cost of finishing and furnishing the house.” :

1. In consequence of a reminder from the Goverriment of Indi. ;
the Supeﬁnbendin Snoin : Y en ndia, dated 19th Aprll‘1883,
Ak s 4o tskegp rlz‘(;gde:g éésdloﬂi% r(;'l.l to submit the complete estimates, the preparation of

14. The estimate now submitted, amountin is i

. t g to Rs. 7,79,150, wst-

%eufm.nddtz the Government of India, and comprises the following it?:nlmg :fl?ilghtic; txlaleinl;ll::vggo\t?ﬁ
e found to cover all actual requirements of the scheme from first to last :—

I. The six sub-heads of the estimate sanctioned in G
: : .0., No. ;
1882, i.e., all previous outlay, whether on acoounlt\:ng 331?&3.%?’ st il
e i ;
f -four of the works specified in the report of the Commi
vmhadyerteq to. That report mentioned twezty?;?rgﬁtttezsjkﬁu u:t f} e a?
2 aving since then heen held as being m s el

rwood property or

s ot T T R

o~ , which on the latest information were found to be

i Qo%mm.to the amount of Rs. 15,000 as previously recommended by the
15. As regards the six sub-heg.ds of the estimate of February 1882, no outlay wh

TR v been incurred since that date og tv}:’e %tfs‘ir:e:v}::s

R r RO SRaar S ) 1‘;v.hmh had previously been completed ; conse-

16. But expenditure has been incurred against three + of the oth

t Nos. 3, 4, and 6. : have consequentl)ia geegri’e:?idﬂ:om estimates

} See accompanying comparative statements, No. 5, a small outlay was ineurr:d i’%rB ;ergcgrd}:
2

superseded by sub-head No. 12 of the present oatimporary covered - passage, which is to b

i - Ehatian

yidee ’ '
o e i T 1 -

At -
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17. The general result of the revision of the sub-heads in question is as follows :—

— = —— e

No. | Nature of Work. As sanctioned. ‘ As revised.
‘ RS. { R8.

8 | New building i e | L 827,008 L 5 8,055460
| 4 | Water-supply 8,582 6,900
| & | Covered passage i 1,693 115
' 6 | Road of approach 33,800 56,770
| l

L

'i
| Total ... | 3,61,1681l 3,76,245
|

! Excess over previous sanctions ... \ 15,077
l - )

The comparative statements® for the new building, water-supply, and road of approach
“g v S clearly show, in separate columms, the work
' ee the three comparative statements accompanying. done, l‘emaining o be done, and not require “
The principal cause of the apparent reduction in the cost of the new building is the provision of

S ead Wo.'8 a separate estimate for ¢ decorations 24 on-g

L greater scale than was formerly contemplated,

and which was clearly inadequate to a work of this character. But the revised amount for the

new building includes Rs. 10,258 for completing the roofs, ceilings, floors, windows, fire-places,

&c., where they are still in an unfinished state.

18. Of the remaining thirty-one sub-heads, detﬂiiled estimates are furnished for twenty-five,

and lump sums have been entered against the remaining six, the details of which cannot now be
estimated more exactly. These lump-sum entries are as follows :—

RS8.

I. Finishing exterior of main building .- 20,000
II. Conservatory and glass covered passage from Upper Norwood ... 10,000
I1I. Furniture (see the annexed appendix by the Private Secretary, 1
giving the needful information in reference to this item) aee 520,000
IV. Completing the garden front 6,000
V. General surroundings and laying out and planting the grounds. 15,000
VI. Unforeseen contingencies ... w. 15,000
19. The following remarks seem necessary in regard to some of the sub-heads of the

estimate :—

No. 4. Water-supply.—The saving occurred in the eost of iron piping, which had been
over-estimated. ; ;

No. 5.—Only a rough temporary covered passage has yet been built, which cost Rs. 115 ;
for this a conservatory and glass covered passage 18 to be substituted. '

No. 6. Road of approach from * Charing (Oross.”—1It may here be observed that nothing
could well have been worse than the old road, which was so narrow, steep and tortuous
as to be quite dangerous. Near its commencement it leads through- one of the most
frequented business portions of the station, and affer that leads to a number of
private houses and hotels and the Public Gardens, lastly to Government House ;
on the whole it may be looked on as forming one of the most important of the Oota-
camund roads, quite irrespective of its incidental connection with Government House,
and its cost might thus have been fairly debited to Miscellaneous Public Improve-
ments. :

The late Governor, Mr. Adam, saw at once the absolute necessity of providing for thisroad,
and after his death the Acting Governor, Mr. Hudleston, decided finally to carry it

out. Asthis work progressed alterations were found necessary in various features of

the estimate, and several of the original proposals were imgoved’ upon. Stone curb-
ing was substituted for brick-work in defining the footpaths as being more durable ;

gravelled side paths were provided ; also additional means of eross drainage; and
especially for dealing with the unwatering of a very insanitary swamp through which

the road was taken, and the drainage of which was considered to be most desirable.

This latter has led to rather heavier expenditure than was anticipated, The revised
estimate provides also for ornamental parapets, surmounted by lamps, at the Gal:den
Bridge ; and on the branch line towards Stonehouse Hill a new masonry culvert is to
take the place of an old and unsightly platform bridge. Provision has also been made

for ornamental gate piers, with suitable lamps, at the entrance to the Gardens.

Nos. 8 and 3l.—The decorations and furniture are being provided under the immediate
supervision of the Private Secretary. That officer’s memorandum in regard to the

latter is appended.

Nl L
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No. 9. Imprqvemmts to Lower Norwood.—As before noted, this old building, from defective
construction, was oox_ldemned as unfit for habitation, and the improvements here pro-
vided for _have been in progress this season, and much of the work required has already

N bffn o 1d b

0s. 11 an ~—The old bungalows here adverted to are Upper Norwood and Garden

Cottage, the first of which has been before mentioned. B%Iéh are very old bungalows

of faulty construction and with leaky roofs, quite unfit in their present condition

for a{fordmg the needful accommodation of the Private Secretary and His BExcel-
lency’s Surgeon with their families, for which they are intended.

12.' Conservatory and _Glasa Covered Passage—Information regarding this work, on

which to base an estimate, has been written for to England, and in the course of

another month it will probably be possible to furnish a detailed estimate.

No. 28. Eoad to Snowdon.—The estimate only provides for widening to 15 feet, metalling,
and lmproving t'he cross drainage, as approved by His Excellency the Governor
As regards th1§ item, it may be observed that on much the same grounds the outlay
on this road mlg_ht, like that of the new road of approach, have been debited to Mis-
cellaneous Public Improvements, and not specially to the Government House estimate.
It connects the Public Gardens with the house now occupied by His Excellency the

Commander-in-Chief, as also with Snowdon and Dodabetta, which are so frequently
visited by the residents in Qotacamund.

Similar remarks apply to No. 20, Road to Garden Cottage.

OorAcAMUND, (Signed)  R. H. BANKEY, Colonel, R.E,,
4th July 1883. Chief Engineer, P.W.D.

No.

Appendiz to the Report.
List of Works included in the Complete Estimate of Government House, Ootacamund.

Suhb?l'le:fds. Nature of Work. Amount.
RS,
1. Cost of Upper Norwood property ... s 20,308
2. Improvements to Upper Norwood property o 21,440
3. Constructing the new Government House ... e 3,12,640
4. Water-supply for the new building ... 6,900
5. Covered way to Upper Norwood ... 115
6. New road of approach .. 06,770
7. Completing the water closets, and providing three trap sinks
and four swing doors 820
8. Interior decorations ... 08,000
9. Improving Lower Norwood ... 13,657

10. Covered passage from Lower Norwood to the main bmldmg 4,980
. Improving Upper Norwood ... v e - wew 16,860
12. Conservatory and glass covered passage to the main building. 10,000

13. New blocks of servants’ quarters ... wee 20,530
14. Moving the drinking-water cistern and relaying the pipes... 120
15. House for the coachman, and similar building to accommo-

date the cook, and afford shelter to the guard and fire-

engine ex R L
16. New cow-shed and store-room 3,290
17. New gram-shed and boiler 880
18. Stable-yard improvements 1,370

19. Improvements to Garden Got:f;z;.ge cvare = +10,000
20. Improving road to Garden Cotta,

; %e o 1,620
21. Repairing small cottage by the Fern House for the

Apcthec 7 = 390

22. Improving the bungalow above Garden Cottage ... 1,880

23. Finishing the exterior of the main building e 20,000
24. Clearing away existing row of servants’ houses and forming

a standing ground for carriages ... vy 900

25. New south-east approach ... 5,300
26. Entrance to stable-yard 760
27. Stable for sick horses

S ol N R T v
28, Improving road to Snowdon sos 6,620
29. Completing the garden front 6,000
30. General surroundings v 15,000
31. Furniture BEESROS L

32. Improvements to kitoﬁ'e.n, stéx:é,—roon.x; cellf.l;s, &0.-
33. Passage from servants’ rooms to hall, and dry-earth closet...

g S gty Nature of Work. Amount.
oy RS

% 34, Passing drainage of roofs under verandah floors ... - 280

35. Shed to be used for cutting up wood, and for horses to 832

stand in on party nights o : 7;50

@ | 36. Completing the harness-room % 600

37. Unforeseen contingencies ... )
Total ... 7,79,150

—

(Signed) J. BEATTY, Colonel, RE.,
g Superintending Engineer, Fourth Circle.

2nd July 1883,

—

’ y : Yot 71 P NINEN L 2 - d.
Estimate for furnishing Governme nl House, Ootacamund.

i i i : ting to
. 1,25,000. In this lump sum are mclu'ded the items a,‘moun |
3 Rs. 4%,51’%?1)&1?23 (,?thigf the Honorable Major Baring spoke when in ]fuﬁr?is al:. :1?22(,}333 rztx?m 211112
sanction of which in the Financial Department of the Goyernment o e ?tier T
of India accorded their confirmation in paragraph 3 of their Fum.ncxd.t ey 00206 e
January 1883, In contracting not to exceed an additional expendituré o that.out’of chok
completing the furnishing of the house, His Exoellencyé the Grovelxjnor qlgre'f;oorda.noe B G
sum no further expenditure shall be incurred on glass, fhma, or mfelthm éovernment ot
instructions conveyed in the latter part of paragraph 4 of the letter of the

above quoted.

(Signed)  A. AWDRY, C ptain, R.E.,

&
Ooracamuny, Private Secretary.

3rd July 1883.

ION.
‘ FOURTH CIRCLE-—PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMEN'1‘-—NILGIR(I1 DIVIS
& Plans connected with Government Hous§, Qotacamun . s

TList of

—_———

= :

: § of Plans. !
Estimate | gl Names -

Item No. ; . A v
: :E.j- e R 1 | Plan showing (tovernment Houseé'»:llt(:gfgflen- |
’ - 9 (ate piers with lamps to Garden e |
:‘ 8 3 | Skew culvert on Stonehouse approac
‘ | 5 4 New faces to G%rden Bridge.
5 - Norwood.
lg ?5 ICJ:))\‘/ve?ed way from Lower Norwood.
7 Norwood. ;
}; ;3 gggef)locgs of servants quarters.
' ' Coachman’s house, a1l i
15 | 9 { H.ouse1 folr cogk,t F;$rioigd fire-engine
5 0  Cow-shed and Str |
i?' }l Gram store and gram-bollén%t shed. }
1“) 12 | Improvements ';otG&rg%ne i (()) O&g;;e ‘
‘ . i o Ua S
gg i‘i %ﬁgigﬁﬁg ;Sggalow to accommodate the Governor’s “
} : \
24 15 Sgﬁg‘iiﬁg ground for carriages on party nights. |
25 | 16 'New south-east approagh- '
H 26 17  Entrance to Stt?ible-yu . _
‘ 27 18 | Sick horse stable. e o
ts to Snowdon Road. ‘
252 ' ég ‘ éﬂe(ﬁZin;::nzing horses and cutting wood. ‘
Q 91 | Ground plan of upper filloor.
22 | Do. of lower, dio;l)r.
' 23 | Elevation of man building.
l ISR e —e—— e — - b < i—— ———— it 9
e iter: Dilidon; - % i 1E,
Nivciri Division, (Signed) J. C. LARMIN

Executive Engineer, Nilgiri Division.

joned J. BREATTY, Colonel, R.E.:. :
T (Slgnes)uperintending Engineer, Fowth Circle.

30th June 1883.

T
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Buildings and Roads,
Civil Works.

Reap—the following papers :—

From Colonel J. BEATTY, R.E, Superintending Engineer, Fourth (Circle, to the
Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, dated Ootacamund, 2nd July
1883, No. 123 C.W.

As directed in your letter, No. 83 E., of 4th May 1883, I have the honor to
forward, herewith, the complete estimate of Government House, Ootacamund. The
accompaniments of this letter are as follow :—

1 Report * with Appendix.

1 Specification.t
* Sent herewith. 20 Plans.t
tin %Sepmte cover. 4 Comparative Statements.}
: Withoihe bxiir(;)éle S e, 25 Detail edF:stimates “yvith Abstracts.}
| With the bundle of plans. 1 List showing the different Sub-heads
¢ Will follow. .Of the Estimate.§

1 List of Plans.|

1 General Abstract Estimate. €

PR

From the same Officer, dated Wellington, 3rd July 1883, No. 151 C.

In submitting the estimate for completing Government House and furnishing it,
I did not send copies of the sanctioned plans and elevations of the main building, as
these were submitted with the sanctioned estimate of Febrnary 1882, and there are
copies with the Private Secretary to His Excellency the Governor, as well as possibly
in your own office. But, lest they should be wanted, I have now the honor to send
you the copies that were sent me with G.O., No. 346 W, of 1st February 1883.

« Report” on Estimate, dated 4th July 1883.

e

Oxprr—dated 9th July 1883, No. 1915 W, Public Works.
Ordered to be forwarded to the Government of India.
(Here enter No. 1916 W., dated 9th July 1883.)
(True Extract.)

(Signed) R H. SANKEY, Colonel, R.E.,
Secretary to Govt., P.W.D.

To the Superintending Engineer, Fourth Circle, with copy of Report.

,,  Private Secretary to His Excellency the Governor, with copy of Report
5,  Financial Department. i : i s

Exd. A. F. Goodall.
Spare Copies

LS8
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BUILDINGS AND ROADS.
CIVIL WORKS.

¢obt, of 11883} ¥ adrus.

PUBLIC WORKS.

Dated July, 9th.
Reed. Enel. = 1
G.0., 9th July 1883, No.1915 W,

JULY.

Government House, Ootaca-
mund

Ordered that the complete estimate for —
be forwarded to the Government of India.
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Buildings and Roads.
Civil Works.

LerrER—from
Coroner R. H. SANKEY, C.B, R.E,
Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Public Works Department,

To 3
Tue SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

Pusric Works DEPARTMENT.
SIR,

I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to forward, here-
with, with the documents noted in the

« Report ” on Estimate, dated 4th July 1883.  margin, the cowplete estimate for Gov-
List of Sub-heads of Estimate. ernment House at Ootacamund as called

"T'wenty-five Estimates of new Sub-heads. e !
F:)V\(;;l gompumtive Statements of old Sub-heads. for by the Government of India in their
Specification of Work. letters of the 13th January 1883, No. 87,
Memorandum by Private Secretary, dated 3rd and 19th April 1883, No. 394.

July, on Furniture Charges. 2. The present estimate, amounting

Twenty-three Plans as per accompanying list. ¢ po7 79 150, covers, I am to say, not
@.0., No. 2139 W., dated 17th August 1882. oy P Sut.la’y Origh’mny incurrZEl o
acquiring the Upper Norwood property on which the house has been built, but also of
various roads and other improvements only incidentally connected with the work,
together with all past and probable future outlay upon it and its surroundings, includ-
ing decorations inside and outside, as well as furniture.

3. Tt is understood that the Government of India has signified its readiness to
accept a lump sum estimate for the furniture, and as regards some few items, of which,
owing to their special character, it is impossible at the present moment to give the
details, full explanation will be found in the report appended to the estimate.

4. From that report it will be observed that altogether inadequate provision was
made in the earlier estimates for suitable accommodation for the household and estab-
lishment of the Governor.

5. From the Proceedings of the Committee assembled in August 1882 under
tHe orders of this Government it will, moreover, be found that several of the old build-
ings, which had been originally intended for the partial accommodation of His Excel-
lency’s Staff, had been built of bad materials, and had become almost uninhabitable
from damp (one indeed was medically condemned from this cause), and that the provi-
sion of servants’ quarters and other out-houses Was altogether insufficient.

6. With no other object than to make the place suitable as a residence for the
Governor, his staff and servants, His Excellency in Council has found it indispensable
to make certain additions to the previous schemes, which will be found duly set forth
in the report.
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I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

R. H. SANKEY, Colonel, RE;
i#5% Seoret;ry to Govt., P.W.D-
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BUILDINGS AND ROADS.
CIVIL WORKS.

Gobt. of 1883 PMadrns.

PUBLIC WORKS.

.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

43w K

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

General.

§ Account,
(i Reap—the following paper :—

Application for a re-appropriation of Budget Grants, Provin

cial, Nilgiri Division, from the
Superintending Engineer, Fourth Circle, date

27th July 1883, No. 301.
Dated July, 9th.

B Orper—dated 8th August 1883, No. 2184 W., Public Works,
Enal R The following transfers of Provincial Funds are sanctioned : —
Recd. B From ; 7o

, RS, : RS.
8 Sub-Reﬂ';tmr’s Office at Gadalir, Bud- Sub-Registrar’s Office at Pulivendla, in

‘ " ; , get T No. 58 995 v ... 4,833 the Cuddapah Division = ... vee 2820

- : - : Provincial Reserve ¥ NEL N L

2. An allotment of Rs. 1,000 is made to the Nilgiri Division under Provincial

Repairs, Miscellaneous Public Improvements, being the balance of reserve with Gov-
ernment under that head,

| 3. The appropriations required for the four incomplete works of last year, entered
| . in the statement, will be considered later in the year, as there are no funds at present
- from which the Superintending Engineer’s demands can be met, but the works may be

G.0.,9th July 1883, No. 1916 W.

-
. 1

JULY. N pushed on pending the necessary appropriation.
" (True Extract.)
| . (Signed)  R. H. SANKEY, Major-General, R.E.,
! Secretary to Govt., P,W.D.
To the Superintending Engineer, Fourth C?::lde’ with eopy of Statement.

e % » » 9 ird Circle. .

: : ‘ & »  Examiner, Public Works Accounts, with copy of Statement,

; 3 :i" ‘

. B "
28
: Government House, Ootaca-
mund

Exd. A. F. Goodall.
Spare Copies -

ForwARDING complete estimate for —.
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GENERAL.
ACCOUNT.

dsobt. of (1883} g abdras.

PUBLIC WORKS.

Dated August, 8th.

Reed, Enel.

G.0., 8th Aug. 1883, Nq, 2184 W.

AUGUST.

Re-appropriation of Budget
Grants

Passing orders on the application for g —
Provincial, Nflgiri Division, i

~
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Buildings and Roads.
Civil Works,

Reap—the following papers :—

From Colonel J. BEATTY, R.E., Superintending Engineer, Fourth Circle, to the .
Seeretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Ootacamund.
7th June 1883, No. 229 W.

With reference to G.O., No. 383 W., of 3rd February 1883, sanctioning the
s g purchase of Messrs. Brown and Co.’s

f.etter from Government Soliciter, with two property at Vayitri for Rs. 4,500, I have
L s the honor to report that the Telegraph
Department being urgently in need of the building, the Executive Engineer paid the
purchase-money in March, on the understanding that the owner would execute a
proper deed of transfer as soon as it had been prepared by the Government Solicitor.

2. The owner states* that he is still quite prepared to give a fair title to the

* Vide his letter of 13th ultimo. property, but the Government Solicitor
does not see how to prepare a conveyance,
and suggests that the correspondence should be forwarded to Government for orders.

EncLosures.

From E. BARCLAY, Esq., Government Solicitor, to the Executive Engineer, Nilgiri District,
dated Madras, 22nd May 1883, No. 282.

With reference to your letter of 20th March last, No. 633, I forward herewith copy of a
letter I addressed ou the L7th ultimo (No. 221) to Mr. Brown regarding his title to the premises
veferred to in your letter and which form part of the Pookote Kstate, and copy of Mr. Brown’s
reply, dated 13th instant.

2. From my letter to Mr. Brown you will see how very unsatisfactory his title to anything
beyond an undivided one-fourth share in the property is. Mr. Brown, in his letter, says that the
ground proposed to be sold is considerably less than the one-fourth he is entitled to, but that is not
the point, for what Mr. Brown is entitled to is not & particular one-fourth part of the estate, but
an undivided one-fourth share in the whole estate, so that he cannot convey more than an
undivided one-fourth share in any part of it.

3. Then, again, Mr. Brown says that his mortgage to Messrs. Oakes and Co. did not
include the property in question, as it had been previously mortgaged by him to Dr. Henderson ;
but supposing that Mr. %rown was, as he alleges, entitled to a moiety of the estate, it must be
an undivided moiety, for there is nothing to show that he had any particular divided share of
tlie estate, and his mortgage to Messrs. Oakes and Co. would be of an undivided moiety in the
whole estate, subject to Dr. Henderson’s previous mortgage ; in fact, Messrs. Oakes and Co. would
have only a second mortgage.

4. Mr. Brown says it formed no part of his contract that he was to guarantee his title to the
property, and that had he the slightest idea that I intended inspecting more than the origina!
lease, he would have declined allowing me an inspection. Mr. Brown has, however, overlooked
the provmiong of Section 55 of the transfer of Property Act, which, however, is no new law. Some
of these provisions are that the seller is bound (a) to disclose to the buyer any material defect in
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di:cg:xl‘) ?raidoi :;ﬁh;:’:ﬂs;n:;ym:t and the buyer is not, aware, and could not with ordinary care

hat ineufficiency of title i i f which

Mr. _ y of title is a very material defect o
i ﬁg'tri?n":)fa:hzeltli:{eﬁ?;g B'Dg taken to be ~aware, and which Governilent could not, without an
examination, all dmmments,ofet"]i;‘;"a're or discover; () to produce to the buyer, on his request for
power; (c) to answer to the be é ?ﬁ:’:ﬁng to the property which are in the seller’s possession or
in resp’ect’to thie. ropests of tli Oti information all relevant questions put to him by the buyer
respect of the price %0 e’; s bee tle thereto ; (d) on payment or tender of the amount due in
to lﬁim for execution at a rouer 2' Proper conveyance of the property when the buyer tenders 1t
deemed to contract with ﬂ,s In}: i ;.;n 3 and place, and, most important of all, that the seller shall be
subsists and that he has powe; '/g t_la the interest which the seller professes to transfer to the buyer
Brown's contract that lﬁa = ;‘s otomfaqfer the same, As a matter of law, it did form part of Mr.
Government certain land in whic ﬂu&ntee his title to the property. He contracted to sell to
share, and that subject to a morte  has, according to his own showing, but an undivided half
undivided one-fourth share, so tﬁntbage’ and in which, according to the title-deeds, he has only an
contract, for he ecannot exet,mte a rl(')ea, ¥ he is, as matters stand at present, unable to perform his

5. I do not see how I am to Preper conveyance of the property he contracted to sell.

ernment. I pare a conveyance of the property from Mr. Brown to Gov-
would suggest that the correspondence be forwurdled Ito G):)vemmeut for orders.

From E. BARCLAY Esq., Governme il
s Esq., nt Solicitor, to H. W. BROWN, Esq., Pookote, Wynaad,
5 dated Madras, 17th April 1883, No. 221. g

he title-deeds relating ¢ L isti
land, forming part of atlllzgl’(())ol};gg %&Iﬁg& , consisting of a house, godown and about 3 acres of

. , W d, T kes
and goh for m:gectlon a?ill examination op beha{’fn:?(}o}:rgsn},::: sent to me by Messrs, Oake
ave made a caref d e g T

% very unsatisfactory con dit?;l. complete examination of these deeds and find that the title is in

The earlier title is extremely i i
: : y ncomplete, but it 1 y 54 t
was vested in the following persons in tihelz}far;s specliﬁ:ge&imtvh :ﬂLim S

One-half in My, William Robson,
One-fourth in Mr. William Elsam.
One-fourth in Messrs. H. B, and E. Elsam.

The title to Mr. Robson’s moiet
: g y seems to be tolerably clear, but- there is no evidence to
lhow hhov(vi llr[essrs. H. B. and E. Elsam became entitled to their sh’a,re' beyo;fleslc:n?e f::tcil notes
on a isc fe 1: et}(;f deeds which is with the papers. L
: 1 Tact, the greater part of the evidence, if such it i f t
is derived from pencil n(?tes cn the above scl’ledule(i T T e WP Bluti: of LED
By a deed, dated the 1st May 1863, Mr. William Elsam o
yourself, and this seems to be the only direct interest
share ﬁz :;:mﬁbeﬁed bg xﬁort age as hereafter appears.
- H. B. and E. m appear to have become insolvent i i
:ll:;:rd‘; l())e ;ested in the _()ﬂioia.l K:signee at Bombay. I cannﬁrlxlcll 1(1); ?;(;:taﬁg:’ atrild éléelazr
e the s ba_re teveli having been conveyed to you. Perhaps you may be able to tgh idos ne
()%ﬁ A Assi;t ez:eca£ % : x;xgaasslgx:imﬁnt has been made to you, the interest still remai:;wizozlh?,
s ¥, and . he will have to be a party io any assignment to Goveri-

Another flaw in the title is the mort
; gage by you to Messrs. Oak :
gg)}tembei:SH, o{) your so-called moiety in the Pmpexyty, of whffﬁrﬁo ?et:}l;zsveand Co., dated 30th
uger, - :) :;er eegx énade. If no reconveyance has been made, the repr ym;cez g oAy
partners o es and Co. and Mr. Dawson will have to be reconveyi erae Lk
on an assignment being made. ying parties to Government

Again, no representation appears ever to have be
sstate in this country ; the proper conveyin en taken out to Mr. William Robson’s
senta’i‘ll‘;: ilieg:, ba:inhis izxtel«:;;triit in E;llglaid %&a;? ;fwfﬁ'nzilﬁi‘,‘; Sf;si?,lsni&l‘;er%t is his repre-
; : extremely unsatisfactor iti o
:ﬁ:egtﬂ;zl:lntils, Bt;.t s.fl evzntlg. some satisfactory evidenso’e ciﬁl;ilottllﬂt’etll zﬁgzta i
or of the readif:sseofa th v and of a reconveyance to you from ﬁilgnmg]t < youdf(rjom
g e e representatives of the former partners, Messrs i%‘s-'l‘ akes an 0,
e}_s,, r. Dawson to become parties to the assignment ¢ ’G srs. W. . S. and James
erhaps you will be able to prod 0 overnment.

onveyed his one-fourth share to
you have in the property, and even this

e uce the above evidence, and T shall be glad to hear that you
In the event of your being unable ¢ i i ‘
the assignment to Governmentg:— 70 Shla e following persons.will-have to be parties o

Yourself as mortgagor. .

e representatives of Messrs. W. T. 8. O
and Mr. H. R. Dawson as mortgagees e anfl I

0
akft_‘ } Of one-fourth,
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Thﬁ Olfgﬁlcs?é!Assignee at Bombay representing Messrs. H. B. and } Ol bhutontth.
The representative in this country of the estate of the late Mr. ) ¢ one-hali.
William Robson o : ;

The difficulty as to the representation in this country to Mr. Robson’s estate still remains.
If I am correct in my supposition that no representation has been taken out, this should be done,
a}i until it is there is no properly constituted person who can make any assignment on behalf of
the estate.

I shall be much obliged by your letting me hear from you as soon as possible, with any
evidence you are able to furnish regarding the difficulties in the title that I have pointed out.

T enclose a copy of my notes of the history of the title which may be of use to you, and if you
can clear up any of the objection to the title you will find, I shall be very glad.

From H W. BROWN, Esq., to the Government Solicitor, dated Vayitri, 13th May 1883,
Telegraph Office, Vayitri.

I am in receipt of your letter of the 17th ultimo and note contents. In reply, my house was
purchased and possession taken by Government unconditionally nearly four months ago.

Tt formed no part of my contract that I was to guarantee my title to the property, and had
I the slightest idea that you intended inspecting more than the original lease, I would have
declined allowing you an-inspection. With all due deference to your opinion, I am, however,
quite prepared to give a fair title to the property ; you yourself acknowledge that I have a good
title to one-fourth of the Pookote Estate ; the house was built by myself, and the ground proposed
to be sold with it is considerably less than the one-fourth I am entitled to.

It is with Messrs. Oakes and Co.’s full knowledge and consent that I disposed of the property,
and although my half interest in it was mort%aged to them-in 1873, it did not include the
property in question, as latter had been previously mortgaged by me to Dr. Henderson in March
1873 and redeemed by me from his executors on 19th November 1878, so there is no necessity
for Messrs. Oakes and Co. being parties to the transfer. :

Pl

No. 67.

Forwarded to the Superintending Engineer, Fourth Circle, for such action as he may think
requisite. [t will be noticed that the property is now in possession of the Telegraph Depart-

oA (Signed)  J.C. LARMINIE,
26th May 1883. Executive Engineer.

No. 163 E., Public Works.

Seeing that Mr. Brown is required under the law to convey the property to
Government with a proper title, which he seems unable to do, the Government Soli-
citor is requested to state whether Mr. Brown can now be called on to refund the
purchase-money which has already been paid to him, or failing this, whether the money
can be recovered by civil suit. The Government might in this case offer to rent the
building, with the proviso that they will purchase whenever Mr. Brown is ina position
to sell with a title which shall be satisfactory to the Government law officers.

9. As an alternative arrangement, the Government Solicitor is requested to report
whether there would be any objection to the acquisition of the property under
the Land Acquisition Act, and whether this would not get over the difficulty of

defective title.
o e (Signed)  R. H. SANKEY, Colonel, R.E,
16th June 1883, Secretary to Government.

—————

From E. BARCLAY, Esq., Government Solicitor, to the Secretary to Government,
Public Works Department, dated Madras, 19th June 1883, No. 812.

I beg to acknowledge receipt of copy of Proceedings of Government, Public
Works Department, dated 16th instant, No. 163 E. _ A

4
-
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9. Of the three courses suggested in those Proceedings, I think that of takiug
up under the Land Acquisition Act the property which Mr. Brown contracted to sell
to Government would be the safest, as thereby all question as to the title would be
avoided, for Government acquires a title ander the Act itself to land taken up
thereunder.

3. As, however, the purchase-money has already been paid to Mr. Brown, it
would be advisable to communicate with him in the first instance, and, referring to the
deficiency of title, to inform him that, with a view to getting over the difficulty, it is
proposed by Government to acquire the land under the Act, and to award to him as
compensation the amount already paid to him for purchase-money. If Mr. Brown
makes 1o objection to this course and makes no claim for further compensation, the
acq}xlsition can be proceeded with; but should Mr. Brown make any further claim,
which however is unlikely, it will be necessary to consider what course should be
adopted with a view to compelling a refund of the purchase-money.

s It would be hardly advisable to offer to rent the premises from Mr. Brown, as
doing so would be an admission of his title, and of course Mr. Brown could give
Government no better title for a term of years than he could in case of a sale.

——— "

From Colonel R. H. SANKEY, C.B, R.E., Secretary to Government, . Publie
Works Department, to H. W, BROWN, Esq., Vayitri, Wynaad, dated Oota-
camund, 21st June 1883, No. 172 E.

With reference to the recent correspondence with the Government Solicitor in
regard to the title to the ownership of the building at Vayitri now occupied as &
Telegraph Office, I am directed to inform you that the Government Solicitor points out
that in the present circumstances of the title he is unable to draft a conveyance which
would secure the Government in undisputed possession. The only way to remove the
difficulty would be to take up the property on behalf of Government under the Land
Acquisition Act. Tam to inquire whether you see any objection to this course, and

whether you would be prepared to accept as compensation the sum already paid to you
as the price of the property.

2. An early reply will oblige.

From H. W. BROWN, Esq., to the Secretary to Government, Public Works
Department, dated Vayitri, 6th July 1883.

1 beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2Lst ultimo, No. 172 E. In
reply, I never agreed that the property in question should be taken up under the
Land Acquisition Act. I have sold it to Government, put them in possession of, aud
have been paid for it. 1t is, therefore, theirs to do whatever they may please with it.

I must, however, remind you that I have held the land for a long time, and have
been openly dealing with it for more than twelve years ; and the Government Solicitor
knows, or rather he ought to know, that such possession gives sufficient title, and if
by the wording of the notice which Government propose to publish, or by any stherant
of theirs, doubt be thrown on my title, or any suggestion or hint is thrown out that I
have no title, or that my title is defective in any way, I reserve to myself the right to
obtain damages from them should I suffer by such act. g

No. 215 E,, Public Works.
: Referred to the Government Solicitor for remarks and advice as te the course to
be pursued. ; :
(Signed)  R. H. SANKEY, Colonel, R.E.,

10th July 1883. Secretary to Government.

To the Government Solicitor.

S
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From E. BARCLAY, Esq., Government Solicitor, to the Secretary to Government,
Public Works Department, dated Madras, 14th July 1883, No. 348.

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your memorandum of the 10th instant, No. 215 E., -
with copy of correspondence with Mr. Brown regarding the premises at Vayitri pur-
chased by Government for a Telegraph Office.

9. There is only Mr. Brown’s statement that he has held the land and openly dealt
with it for over twelve years, and as a matter of fact this is not, so far as I can make
out from the papers, the truth; for on the 30th September 1873, or less than ten
years ago, Mr. Brown mortgaged to Messrs. Oakes and Co. his undivided Aalf share
of the property, of which the premises in question form a part. In this mortgage it is
actually recited that Mr. Brown was entitled to a half share in the property mortgaged.
That being so, it seems clear that M. Brown has, according to his own showing, only
a half share in the premises he has pretended to gell to Government, though in truth,
except perhaps for the law of limitation, as to which, however, there is, as above
mentioned, only Mr. Brown’s statement, Mr. Brown has only a fourth share in the pro-
perty, as will be seen from the enclosed copy history I have made of the title.

3. T observe from Mr. Brown’s letter of the 5th instant to your address that he
carefully avoids answering the question put in your letter to him of the 21st ultimo,
No. 172 E., viz., whether he will accept a8 compensation the sum already paid to him
as the price of the property if it is taken up on behalf of Government under the Land
Acquisition Act. As to this question, Mr. Brown merely threatens Government with
an action for damages if any doubt be thrown on his title in acquiring the property.

4. T think there are two courses open to Government in this case—either to take
up the property under the Land Acquisition Act and to decline to pay Mr. Brown any-
thing more than he has been paid, or to file a suit against him to compel him to give
Government a good title; or in the event of his failing to do so, for a decree that the
contract be set aside, and that upon Government giving up the Telegraph Office
Mr. Brown be decreed to repay the purchase-money.

5. Tn adopting the former of these courses, there .Will be no necessity to throw any
doubt upon Mr. Brown’s title ; indeed, no mention of it need be made in the notice, and
1 would suggest that Mr. Brown be again asked for a specific reply to the question put
to him in your letter, No. 172 E. If the other course 1 have suggested be decided on,
it would, I think, be as well to lay the whole of the papers before the Advocate-
General for his opinion before proceedings be adopted.

The history of the title is as follows .—On the 16th June 1846 a karar or lease was granted

by the -representatives of one Alliel Nair to Mr. G. J. Glasson of the former’s jenm land called

alia Pookote in the Erndd Amshom in the Wynaad, with the exception of those places which

were used for religious purposes and for elephant pits. The lease was for ninety-nine years from

the 18th May 1845, and the rent reserved was Rs. 30 per annum. On the same day, 16th June

1846, Mr. Glasson, as Manager of the Wynaad Coffee Company, assigned the lease by an endorse-
ment thereon to the proprietors of the Company in the following shares :—

Greorge Johnston Glasson, four-tenths. A. B. Sturdee, one-tenth.
William Elsam, two-tenths. J. O. Ibbs, one-tenth.
George Turner, one-tenth. H. Fraser, one-tenth.

Io 8 list of deeds amongst the papers there is & pencil note to the effect that Mr. Ibbs, by an
endorsement on certain articles of agreement which are not with the papers, assigned his share (in
the property) to Messrs. Elsam, Turner and Rustomjee. There is also a pencil note to the effect
that Mr. Glasson, on 26th February 1846, assigned his four-tenth share to Rustomjee. This is,
however, before the date of the lease, which, however, dated back to 1st of May 1845.

By an agreement, dated 19th April 1849, between W. Elsam, George Turner and Rustomjee
Nowrojee of the one part and William TRobson of the other part, after reciting that Mr. Robson
had agreed to purchase a half share in Walia Pookote Estate, it was agreed that the parties
should continue the cultivation of the estate in manner therein provided, and that within twelve
months the parties thereto of the one part should make a good title to an undivided moiety of the
estate, and convey the same in legal form to Mr. Robson. A pencil note on this document mentions
that 00 such conveyance was ever executed, and there is none amongst the title-deeds. About
this time Mr. Robson appears fo have obtained from the Nair a fresh lease, the date of which does
not appear, of the Walia Pookote land for ninety-nine years, from the 18th May 1850, at the rent
of Rs. 30 per annum.
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By a deed, dated 95th July 1849, My. Sturdee transferred his share and interest in the land
to William Elsam, Rustomjee Nowrojee and George Turner. :

By a deed, dated 15th September 184y, Mr. Fraser transferred his share in “the lands
denominated Baliah Pookot ” to William Elsam, Rustomjee Nowrojee, and George Turner.

A pencil note in the abovementioned list shows that Rustcmjee was Elsam’s dubash and
assigned his share, but to whom does not appear.

Another pencil note on the list suggests that on 3rd July 1854 George Turner assigned his
chare to Blsam, but the only document to support this suggestion is a letter from Turner to
Henry Elsam, dated 3rd July 1854, in which ’Furner acknowledges receipt of his account current
with the Wynaad Coffee Company and a draft on Messrs. H. H. Elsam for £374-5-7. There is,
however, the additional fact in support of this supposed sale, viz., that Mr. Turner’s name does not
appear in any of the subsequent deeds. 4

Supposing that the above pencil notes ase correct, and that Rustomjee’s assignment of his
share was to Mr. William Elsam, then by July 1854 that gentleman had one undivided moiety
and Mr. Robson the other moiety, or a right thereto. This state of affairs does not, however,
appear to have continued for any great length of time, for from a pencil note in the list of deeds
Mr. Wm. Elsam appears to have divided his moiety with Messrs. Henry and Edward Elsam,
giving them one-fourth between them and retaining one-fourth himself, and ancther pencil note
chows that Henry and Edward Elsam became insolvent in Bombay. This fact is confirmed by
a letter from the Official Assignee, Bombay, to Mr. Robson, dated 20th October 1855, and headed
“« Re H. B. and E. Elsam,” in which the Official Assignee says that Mr. .. B. Elsam has brought to
his notice the deserted state in which the “ Pokoote >’ Coffee Estate was reported to be, and enclosing
a draft for Rs. 250 on aceount of the expenses of the estate ; also by another letter from the Official
Assignee to Mr. John MeFarlane, Solicitor, dated 23rd December 1857, requesting permission to
see the agreement between the proprietors of the Pookote Estate. This letter is also headed *“ Re
H. B. and E. Elsam. In reply, Mr. McFarlane declined to allow an inspection of the deeds of the
Pookote Kstate, of which he said be had a bundle in his possession, until some arrangement was
made for payment of his costs. =

Further pencil nofes on the list ghow that William Robson died 5th January 1859, leaving
a will which was proved (it does not say where) on 7th April 1859, and that by his will he gave
to his wife, Sarah Robson, all his real and personal estate for her own absolute use and appointed
her executrix. A Power of Attorney from Mrs. Robson to Mr. Brown and others, dated 8th
April 1859, corroborates the above, and shows that the will was proved in England.

So far the papers show, though they by no means prove, that the owners of the estate were
Mrs. Robson as to one-half, Mr. William Elsam as to one-fourth, and Official Assignee, Bombay,
as representing I B. and E. Elsam, as to one-fourth. - X

By a deed, dated 1st January 1861, and recited in a deed, dated Ist May 1863, William
Elsam assigned to trustees all his one-fourth in this estate upon trust for Mrs. Elsam for life,
and after her death to dispose of the property as she should by deed or will direct or appoint.
By the deed of Ist May 1863 Mr. and Mrs. Elsam, without even joining the trustees of the settle-
ment of 1st January 1861, in whom Mr. Elsam’s one-fourth share was vested, purported to assign
the same to Mr. Brown. This deed of st May 1863 did not convey Mr. Elsam's one-fourth
share in the estate to Mr. Brown at all, and were it not that Mr. Brown has been in possession for
over twelve years, he would have no title.

By a deed, dated 30th September 1873, after reciting the lease fo Mr. Robson, and that after
divers mesne assignments, Mr. Brown was absolutely entitled to half share of the land comprised
in the last-mentioned lease. Mr. Brown moitgaged such undivided half share to Messrs. W. T. S.
Oakes, James Oakes, and H. R. Dawson. There is Do re-conveyance to Mr. Brown or anything
to show that this mortgage has been paid off, nor is there anything to show that Mr. Brown is

" entitled to more than a one-fourth share in the estate.

To give Government a good title, the necessary parties to the conveyance will be—
Mr. Brown as mortgagor. The representatives of W. T. 8. Oakes} . Loarth
and James Oakes, deceased, and Mr, H. R. Dawson as mortgngees% of one-fourth.
The Official Assignee of Bombay, representing H. B. and

E. Elsam. e e £ S of one-fourth
The representative in this country of the late William Robson ... of one-half.

- As regards the latter, there appears to have been 1o representation to Mr. Robson’s estate in
ndia.

From Major-General R. H. SANKEY, C.B,, R.E., Secretary to Government, Public
Works Department, to H. W, BROWN, Esq., Vayitri, Wynaad, dated 24th
July 1883, No. 243 E.

[ am directed to aqknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 5th July 1883, on
the subject of the building occupied asa Telegraph Office at Vayitri, and to request the
favor of a specific reply to the question asked in my letter of the 21st June 1883,
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No. 172 E., viz., whether, in the event of the Government taking the property under the
Land Acquisition Act, you would be prepared to accept as compensation the sum
already paid to you as purchase-money. : . b

9. The notice to be issued under the Act will make no mention of the validity or
otherwise of your title.

3. An early reply will oblige.

—————

From H. W. BROWN, Esq., to the Secretary to Government, Public Works
- Departmen;:, dated Vayitri, 12th August 1883.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 243 E., dated 24th

ultimo.
In reply, should the Government take up the property alluded to under the
Land Acquisition Act, I shall be prepared to accept Rs. 2,000 in addition to what

I have already been paid as com ensation in full. ;
= I?r?)\fidedythat tlI:e notice topbe issued under the Act makes no mention as to the

validity or otherwise of my title.

4 epaeuer fE

OnrpEer—dated 22nd August 1883, No. 2364 W., Public Works.

The papers will be referred for the opinion of the Advocate-General as to the
course which the Government should take under the circumstances.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) R. H. SANKEY, Colonel, R.E.,
Secretary to Govt., P.W.D.

To the Government Solicitor.

Exd. A. F. Goodall and A. F. Adron.
Spare Copies
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Messrs. Brown and Co.’s
Property at Vayitri

Papers on the subject of the purchase
referred to the Advocate-General.
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