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Whenever any application is made by the Government of an independent State for a
+ complete  exchange of its public documents with this country, the Lords of the Treasury will
be prepared to entertain such a proposal on the following understanding : —

1. That a “ complete  set of the English official publications to be exchanged would be
understood to consist of the following documents :—

(a.) Papers of all kinds printed or o either House of Parliament ;

(5.) Historical, Scientiﬁcl,) or Anti m t;;i)ris published by the Government, such as the
record publications ;—with iberty, however, of reserving very costly works, of which
only a small number of copies may be printed as subjects of separate negotiation ;

(e.) Maps or Charts published by Government ; and :

(d.) Departmental publications which are placed on sale, but not to include works published
by Booksellers with the aid of grants or subscriptions from Government.

2. That the. Government making the application would, in return, undertake to send a
“ complete”” set of its own publications for the Library of the British Museum ; the completeness”
being, of course, left to the good faith of that (Fovernment.

But besides this general, or what may be termed a national, exchange, the Lords of the
Trea.sury. will be prepared to entertain, within reasonable limits, applications which may be
made to i, th?ough this office, for gifts of special classes of British official publications, such as
Military, Parliamentary, and Statistical works for the use of National or Parliamentary Libraries,
or of Stat?-supported institutions, or of other Libraries of Historic interest, provided the Govern-
ment making the application be ready to give its own works of the same class ; but such appli-
cations will, as heretofore, be considered on their own merits. s

Applications for the presentation of official publications to Libraries of Municipal authorities,
or voluntary Associations of individuals, such as Scientific Societies, or others unconnected with
the SItal,lte, cannot be entertained. B

ave now to request that you will take an opportunity of making this decision on the part
?f Hﬁ’l’ Majesty’s Government kgown to the Govelz)'ggnent t}:) which you are accredited, and that
in doing so you will inform it that in all cases in which an exchange may be agreed upon, and
in which presentations may be made, the books and papers will %)e packed at the Stationery
Office, and forwarded to such address as may be given by the Foreign Minister in London of the
Government making the a plication, the cost of transmission in each case being defrayed by the
Government to whom the hooks are presented.

From the Under Secretary of State for India, to the Secretary to the Treasury, dated India
Office, 8.W., 24th May 1883, No. 910‘.’“’ '

I am directed by the Secre of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 18th ultimo, enclosing tlf:?;}port of a C;mgit:ea_ appointed to enquire into the question of
the interchange of official documents with Foreign States and enquiring whether the Government
of India desires to establish a complete interchange of its public documents with this country.

2. Tam directed to inform you, in repl it appears to Lord Kimberley impossible to
make a practical distinetion in thx% xatte:eg)ety%ggf ttllle xz)dia, Office and the three Governments
in India, and to treat the latter as Foreign Governments.

8. And in the opinion of His Lordshi iect apparently aimed at by the Committee is
adequately attained under existing arra.ngenr\‘efxltl;:. Ob(JJo ies gf all books published by the Secretary
of State for India, and of all official documents publisged by the different Governments in India,
so far as copies are available out of the nuymber sent from India to this office are regularly
furnished to the British Museum. It is true that as stated at the bottom of-p. 23 of Appendix
C of the Report of the Committee, official publications are occasionally issued in India, copies of
which are not sent home, or are not sent in numbers sufficient to admit of th? transmission of a
copy to the Museum. The Governments of India, of Madras, and of Bombay will now be requested

*invariably to forward to this office a sufficient number of copies of all their oﬁic_la.l publications
to ensure a regular and complete supply to the British Museum of all those which that institu-
tion is prepared to receive.

4. And as regards the last paragraph but two of the Foreign Office Circular of April 12th,
I am to inform you that agph'cations for all departments. of Her Majesty’s Government for
copies of publications, which may be specially desired are, whenever possible, at once complied
with gratuitously by this office ; and also that, o far as is practicable, Indian official publications
of interest are freely supplied on application to public libraries and similar institutions both in
the United Kingdom and in Foreign countries,

5. On the other hand, this office has hitherto received a sufficient number of Parliamentary
papers and Blue Books to admit jof a regular and complete supply of these publications to the
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different Indian G nts. Certain other official publications, such as Foreign Office papers
relai}'zg tonFot:-[e}igxf szﬁxnt-a:ies, consular reports, publications of the Board of Trade relating to
commerce and shipping and the like, are received by this office from the departments of Her
Ma.jesty’s Government which publish them, and when desirable are transmitted to the Govern-
ments in India. ” ; el

6. And copies of any other official publications, maps, &c., which may for any re .
required, have ugtil la.tel)27 been courteously supplied gratuitously on application by the depart
ments which issue them. 3 = g

7. 'The system above described appears to the Earl of Kimberley to meet all requirements,
far as the diﬁeyr’ent departments of Hegp;[ajeay’s Government, the fndia Office, and the Govern-
ments in India are concerned, and His Lordship is of opinion that it should be mamta.u'led.

8. In connection with this subgect, however, I am directed to solicit your attention to the

i i : he letter from the Treasury to the War Office, dated 13th
e September 1880. This question is still unsettled,

. - d
3rd J 7 owing to the failure of the War Office to sen:
g?:t Feb. lf:slz. any reply to the letters from this office
i e B marginally noted, all requesting the favor of an
ig:lﬁ ‘L‘:}g * answer to a former letter, dated 17th March

”

1881, a copy of which is appended.

9. The question thus awaiting settlement is that of the free interchange of maps and other
official publications in accordance with the practice hitherto existing between this office and other
departments of Her Majesty’s Government. '

Copy Note by the Librarian, India Office, dated 23rd April 1883.

As a rule books published by, or under the patronage of, Government are not registered
under the Act XXV of 1867, though occasionally books subverted by Government, and other
Semi-official publications, occur in the quarterly lists.

2. It is much to be regretted that there is no machinery for bringing to the notice of the
Secretary of State all such official or other publications as do not come within that Aot_ 3 t}1e1r
number and importance is far greater than is generally supposed. DBesides the publications
mentioned in Mr, Princep’s lists, there appear in fndia many books of which neither copy nor
record is sent home, and of the existence of which we remain either in entire ignoranoe or owe
our information only to mere chance. N. Elias’ Sketch of the History of the Shans (Calcutta,
1876), a series of Law Books in Pali and Burmese, published under the superintendence of
Colonel Horace Browne since 1878, and Mr. Jardine’s notes on Buddhist Law, belong to this
category so far as British Burmah is concerned ; while not one of the four numbers of the Journal

of the Madras Literary Society published
* To my application, addressed to the Foreign Department, Within the last four years has been sent to the

Skt of s perion of the couniey o Nepamhopemso  Ldia Offica.*  The lists of suoh stray publica-
rof B - e e
Europeans** (Cale., 1872) a ook unkuown 1 this office, 1008 mlfht, I have no doubt, considerably be

10 answer has as yet been received. swelled from other parts of India. It would be

a real boon to all who have to work upon the

raw material in science and literature supplied from India if care were taken on the part of the
various local Governments to place within our reach copies of all publications outside the Act of

1867, in addition to the official publications which are regularly supplied to the Record Depart-
ment.

OrpER—dated 23rd June 1883, No. 1245, Public.

Ordered that the foregoing despatch, and its enclosures, be communicated to the
several Departments of the Secretariat, the Director of Public Instruction, and the
Superintendent, Government Central Museum. :

2. With reference to paragraph 2 of the despatch, it is observed that in the
Resolution of the Government of India (paragraph 8), recorded in G.0., 21st Septem-
ber 1878, No. 1430, Local Governments were requested to transmit ten copies in all

of all official publications addressed to the Secretary, Statistics and Commerce Depart-
ment (Record Branch), India Office. The Secretary of State now remarks that the
number sent ¢ should be at least ten,” and His Excellency the Governor in Council
accordingly resolves to direct that, as a general rule, fifteen copies of all such publi-
cations shall in future be transmitted. :
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