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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,

24th-December 1881, No. 3190 W.
Buildings and Roads.
Civil Works.
Read again—

99. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
dated 12th July 1881, No. 1717 W.

Read also—

. 99-A.  Endorsement of the Military Secretary to the Honorable the Governor,

dated 11th August 1881, on I)LTINUH from the Managing Director of the
Buckingham (Canal \tmm Navigation Company, dated ond August 1881.

99-B. Memorandum bv the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, dated
‘ nginee I 4
10th August 1881, No. 362.

. 99.C.  From the Executive Engineer, Buckingham Canal, dated 16th August

1881, No. 1496.

99.D. From the Military Department (enclosures one to six), dated 20th
Auﬂlbt 1881, No. 4467.

81,

\

99.E. Endorsement of the Judicial Department, dated 31st August 1
No. 1479, on letter from the Inspector- Lu,uual of Jails, dated _)th Au
1881, No. 157.

Q
(o)
o

D

. 99-F. From the Superintending Engineer, First Circle, dated 8th August

1881, No. 1124.

e

. 99-G. Endorsement of the Financial Deprxrtmeut dated 28th November 1881.

No 1911, on 1?1'()0(&(1111“‘:» of the Board of Revenue, dated 19th November
1881, No. 2882.

e e

. 99-H. From the Managing Director, Buckingham Canal Steam Navigation

Company, dated 10th November 1881, No. 68.

09-I. From Messrs. BINNY and Company, dated 22nd November 1881,
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No. 99-J.  From the Executive Engineer, Buckingham Canal, dated 23rd November
1881, No. 2256.

No. 99-K.  From the same Officer, dated 25th November 1881, No. 2273.

No. 99-L. From the Conservator of Forests, Madras, dated S8th November 1881,
No. 729,

No. 99-M. From the Managing Director, Buckingham Canal Steam Navigation
Company, dated 14th November 1881, No. 71.

No. 99-N.  From the Conservator of Foréésts, Madras, dated 23rd November 1887,
No. 800.

No. 99-0. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 28th November 1881, No. 2972.

No. 100. ORDER THEREON, 24th December 1881, No. 3190 W.

In July last Messrs. G. M. Kasim Alli Nukay and Company, merchants of
Madras, submitted proposals for the provision of steam transport on the Buckingham
Canal and requested to be allowed the monopoly of Government work, and the
~ various Government departments were called upon in G.O., No. 1717 W., dated 12th
July 1881, to report the quantity of G(’f_vernment stores and salt that might be
expected to nuse improved means of conveyaiice.

2. It was thought that the principal traffic would be in salt and the Commis-
sioner of Salt Revenue was asked to report the present amount of tonnage and freight
employed, and on what conditions he would recommend that the transport be entrusted
to private agoncy.

3. The following is an abstract of replies received to the foregoing questions :—

The Superintending Engineer, former First Circle, considers that.steam
transport will be little utilized by the Public Works Department as only a trifling
amount of building materials and stone and about 50 tons of stores require conveyance
annually on the canal.

The Inspector-General of Jails reports that steam transport can be advantage-
ously availed of both for the conveyance of stores and prisoners, but cannot say,
without knowing the rates of charges and speed, whether it will be more economical
than the present system of transport by sea or cart.

The Inspector-General of Ordnance states that as there is no Military Station
or Ordnance depdt on the canal there is no likelihood of his department utilizing
steam transport,

The Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras reports that about 25
tons of medical stores would be sent annually by canal if arrangements were made for
regular and expeditions transport.

The Commissary-General estimates that about 131 tons per annum of Commis-
gariat stores wonld be forwarded by canal, but remarks that as Vizagapatam is the
nearest Commissariat station on the line, an agent would have to be stationed at
Rajahmundry to receive and forward the goods.

The Superintendent, Army Clothing, reports that there is no Military station on
or near the Buckingham Canal, and that no clothing stores are sent by it,
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The Quartermaster-General shows the average number of troops and families
requiring transport by canal to be about 350 men, 200 women, and 300 children.

The Inspector-General of Police states that the annual supplies of Police stores
and clothing tor the Nellore and Goddvari districts, amounting to about four tons for
each district, might be sent »ii the canal provided the rates are more favorable than
those of the British India Steam Navigation Company and the transport is regular and
certain.

The Collector of Chingleput reports that steam transport would be of no use as
far as his district is concerned as the stations to which stores are conveyed are situated
at a distance from the canal.

The Collector of Madras observes that under the contract with the British
India Steam Navigation Company, which does not expire till the 30th April 1884,
Government stores for coast ports should be conveyed by their steamers. The freight
annually payable on such stores amounts to about Rs. 3,720.

The Collector of Nellore reports that about 13,200 tons of wood per annum is
conveyed to Madras by the canal from the Sriharikota jungles besides some treasure
and stationery. The cost of conveyance of wood is about Rs. 9,900 exclusive of tolls;
it would have to be carried in special boats towed by the steamers and delivered at
the depdt in Madras.

The Collector of Kistna furnishes a statement showing the number of cases of
stationery stamps and specie imported and exported during the last three years, but is
unable to state the cost of carriage as freight is paid in Madras.

The Collector of Godédvari states that specie is never remitted from that
district to Madras and that stores of any kind are seldom sent southwards.

The stores imported consist chiefly of stationery and stamps. No particulars
of the quantities carried are given. He suggests that the canal should be utilized for
the post.

The Superintendent of Stamps and Stationery does not consider that the
provision of steam transport on the canal will supersede the facilities afforded by
existing means of conveyance as regards stations other than Nellore, to which the
consignments are inconsiderable,

The Officiating Commissioner of Salt Revenue gives the tonnage of salt brought
to the Madras Depot from the northern and southe}'n factories at 60,000 tons; the
rate of freight may be taken at five pies per ton per mile, the average lead being sixteen
miles. Mr. Happell points out that as the drying grounds are situated at a distance
from the canal and the branch canals are not large enough for steam traffic the boats
will have to be loaded as at present, and that the use of steamers for towing them on
the main canal will not effect any saving as the same crew as at present employed
will still be required. The existing arrangements for the transport of salt cannot be
altered without danger to the revenue.

Mr. Bliss, the Salt Commissioner, does not however share Mr. Happell’s views
as to the improbability of the conveyance of salt by steam transport proving a success,
and be is in favor of giving the Company a trial if they will undertake the work at a
rate of freight not exceeding 5 pies per ton per mile, allowing them to make a trial
with one or two factories till the requisite experience has been gained.

4. In two further petitions, dated 2nd August 1881, the Buckingham Canal
Steam Navigation Company solicit the following concessions :— :

(1) that they may be allowed to open out stations on Government waste land
at various towns and villages along the canal ;

(2) that the Company be granted the privilege of cutting firewood from
Grovernment forests on the same terms as Railway Companies ;

(3) that the provisions of Section 8 of Act IV of 1879, and various elauses of
the general rules relating to Indian Railways be made applicable to the
Steam Navigation Company.

i

5. Ona careful consideration of the foregoing papers the Right Honorable the
Governor in Council does not see that much encouragement can be held out to the
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petitioners. A monopoly of Government work cannot be granted to them, but of
course tenders might be called for for the conveyance of Goyernment stores, &c., by
the canal for a specified period, prescribing condition of speed, rate per ton, &c.,
which during the contract period would secure a monopoly to the parties whose terms
were accepted. The necessary action in the direction, so far as may seem desirable,
will be taken in the several departments concerned and the petitioners can compete.

6. As regards the special requests put forward by the petitioners—

(1) The Government cannot give a general reply regarding site for stations, but
if Government waste land és avwilable applications for the same through
the Collectors concerned might be favorably considered. :

(2) The Government do not think there would be any difficulty in the peti-
tioners obtaining fuel from Government forests on the same terms as
the Railway Company. This, however, is a point for consideration in
the Revenue Department.

(3) The application to the Steam Boat Company of Section 8 of the Rail-
way Act and the rules made under it does not seem to the Government
to be practicable. The petitioners will not have a monopoly of the
traffic such as the Act contemplates in the case of a Railway, and the
provisions of the section are inapplicable to their case, which is simply
that of private owners of certain boats plying on the canal. If however
the petitioners have prepared the draft of a proposed Act which they
may wish to have passed, they may submit it for the consideration of
Government.

(True Extract.) '

(Signed) R. H. SANKEY, Colonel, R.E.,
Secretary to Govt., P.W.D.

P ~ To the Petitioners.

»  Revenue Department.

i »  Judicial do.

¥ »  Military do.

3 »  Board of Revenue,

% »  Superintending Engineer, Fifth Circle.
- »” ostmaster-General.
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