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' 88 we have manoged the country the

and channels such as are now clussified

Capital nor Revenue Accounts are kept, has
if. has on all sides been considered that larger
revénue should be expended on their mainte-
uld be requisite to put them into an

to the Board of Revenue, dated 13th December
14 are made :—
1 are so far from beinér in good. order that the revenue
by no means the full measure of their value,
- the Carvatio distriots for five years up to Fasli 1244,
pees’ for Chinglepat, smounted to Bs. 85 lakhs.
. tncludin Tanjom amounted to Ra. 118 lakbs.”
it in good order Captain Cotton estimated that the
20 lakhs making total revenue ineluding Tanjore
we to be 40 per cent. of the erop, and that the
I roughly are 20 per cent. on' outlay, from which
ONCINSIONS e L '
‘cost of the irvigation works may be about §25 lakhs of rupees.
e of the crop dependent on them, if in good order, would
Ui i RO | ;

rernnient would be about 165 lakhs,

: 8 lakhs. ‘
qmﬁl crop dependent on them, including rent free
t nearly all the tanks in the country and nearly all
of Tanjore and the very large ones of other districts,
te did, many only one-fourth, amd very great numbers from
nd he instances several districts in which there has been a
revenue, while “ In Tanjore there has been an incresse of

produce in thirty years.”
unt of the expenditure on irrigation works:—
lagt six yenrs in Tank Department Rs.  5,30,000
on the works at i LGB RBINS 1,18,00,000

from works if in good order  ,,  1,65,00,000

@ per zent, on this yevenue ;—

at present iR S R S B 00, 000
of property about 2 per cent,

! '14‘ Bﬂ- 83 5’00,000‘

miﬂu{!et&msd, require an annual ontlhy of
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want of extensive repairs, I am satisfied that a sum
d be most economically laid out for some yemrs;
xtmth 01# under effective irrigation




3 % ,2 "

¢ o,

L
| The Committee drew up a list of the works undertaken by Government ifi
the past fourteen years for the improvemonts of irrigation. Most of them are the
daeger channels in the distriets which show a very considerable return on expenditure :
| the general results are —.
ere arve thirty-nine works, omginal eost Rs. 3,22,278.
nef vevenue given on first cost-—
Thirteen works vary from 2602 per cent. to 77
Twenty-one ' ,, ey e to 7
Two works are between 8 and 4 per cond.
Three works are unremunerative,
1t miist never be forgotten that for every 100 rupees of revenue sc

Percentage of yearly

{r pel cent,
i
8 7

ascrificed o further

loss of fully 150 rupees is entailed on the rypts.” b
: On thie subject of proposed outlay they say—
 Bevenue from land imigated by Government works amounts to 135 lakhs yoarly 3 add for

Tnamy lands under works whiel Governinent are bound fo maintain 15 laklis: fotal 150 lakhs
T sum now expended anmunlly on repeirs is abont T lakhs of rupees. This wonld probably

be suificient if the works were once brought into good order, but they are in general much out of
repair, and o considerable expenditure 18 roquired to bring them to a proper point of efficiency
‘ ! . )

soas to yield o maximaam retirn.  We would propose 15 lakhs yea
in| waintaining existing works sud bringing them iato an effi
furpishing thera with proper sliices and ecalingulahs, improvin
obber minor and ordinery improvements ; 16 lakhs of rupees steadily laid out every v
these objects, under ably and judicious direction, would scon produss « marked offect. 8
proposed expenditure would be 10 per cont, on the present revenue from irrigation, but this rate
wonld be gradually reduced as the effect of the improvement becams apparent and as the whole
number of works in efficient repair becams larger vear by yeor.

“The Native Prinocs who constmyeted the works of trrigation subjected every acre of land
irvigated to o speetial cess for the purpose of keoping the works in repairs,  After the assum e
tion of the Government hy the English, all the 1toms making up the land revenue were consoli-
dated into a single demand, for the most part a fixed sum in money per acre or '

revenue in kind being comunited 5 those foes ave therefore paid to Government on
eondition that the works shall be kept in good vepair,”
In addition to 16 lakhs to be expended yearly on maintenance and minor works,
' the Commitiee propose that 74 lakhs at least should be annually devotéd to the object
of extending the benefits of irrigation,

“ Thus. the whole ordinary and ususl sum proposed to be spent yearly on works of irrigation
is 224 laklis, ]

* We have been brought to the opinion that the surplus revenue of this Pres
fairly computed, i.e., the surplus over \its own espenditure or over the expenditure of the terri-
tories of which it receives the revenue, is much larger than appesrs under the present mode of
making up the Imperial ncconnts,

* But whether the present surplus of revenue over expenditure be large or amall, we would
eontend agsinst the privciple of making the accidental amount of that surplus, the measure of the
expenditure on improyevients raorally certain to produce a large increase of revenue by the logiti.
paats and veally benoBiuzl mesns of avgmenting the comfort sad the tesonres of the peopla,

Tas Cotemitted veocotomend that the sam they bave fixed {or ¢ itnre

irrigation. works shouid be so expeniled without consideration of the current surplus
fevenne, €has it shiould We, I necessary, raised by loan, it being tho part of
wisdom to boreow mowey el 5 per eent. whioh will return dircetly 20 por cent.
4, In comcequence of this report the Public Works Department was, in
much its. peesent shape, organized and entrusted with the mainteasnee of
fion works, and under the new régime all help from the ryots, whicl
op oustomary Inbnr-had  beenn enforepd ile the
comiedy and the oot of
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it eondition, including the
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L Erestmient of ranor Irvigntion werks are made, which have been approved | by

. work 18 ag follows :—
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80 Tn an appenc v the Famine Coramissione’™s Report 16 a veport by “wa
gation Comuiitbee appointed under ther, lu whieh sertiin recommendutions for £
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T an appendiz

. Bovermient and are now buing catried ouf,  Generlly speaking the works are heing
divided into two classog i \ :
o (1) Those which treigate moks than 300 seres, whinh are called © Imperial,”

e okge) Those which irdigste lowd than 200 geres, whick are called ¢ Minor.”

o Adlworks however comming under the second head, sehioh from their position affect
rovernment works of any consequance are clessod under the first head.

Amperiil works are to rernie ubder the sbarge of the Public Works Department
pnel minor wozly are tepporarily plaged under the eharge of the Revenue Department,
| it beiag intended that subseguently they shonld be sab-divided ints three ¢ qases; some
of them boing entirely handed over 1o the ryots and others maintained by the ryots
in repurn-for o eortain remission of severme, | A'Kndimorarant Bill has glat, in gecord.-
anee with the recommendations of the Committes, been D sd and submitted to
Uovernment, and an Irvigation Lew has beon drafted, are thus heing taker
towards bettor management of the tanks sad channels, but from 8ll distriots com
complaints that the funds allotted for minor irvigation wirks eze insufficient and that
the works are generally in bad order.

2, It would thus appear that the soodifion of the irrigation works ia ¢
denty is much the same as when Captain. A Cotten reported on them ia 1
from Statement § appended 6 apposrs that the expenditure on ¢
siderably increasad after 1866-67, the wverage expendituze of ¢
1851-52 heing s

or 7-64 per cent., on the vevenne.
For the five yedrs ending 187172 being ...
o or X234 per cent. on the revenue.
For the five years euding 1876-77 being ...
or 10:54 per cent. on the revenue,
The average revenue for these periods being—
i | Ba. 1,08,42,713
‘ ! » 1,14,50,548
i a0 500,40.747
and the reports of late yoars show that latterly-—
; - . 194 tenks * haye been put in good order,
* From 1874-7H to 1881-82, 1,289 sluiees * have been built,
1,139 weirs * have been construeted.
Statement 1T shows the grants that have been made for the past six years for
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s five years endiog-—
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» 11,585,426

Original Works and Repairs, and it will be seen that while the annual grant {or
vepairs vesies from a little over 6 lakhs to nearly 9 lakhs, from 21 to 33 lakhs were
aliotted aunually for Original ‘Works,

Statament TII shows the expenditnre’ on Agricultural Works, under which head
are classed Biver Embankments, River Conservancy, Drsiasge, fc., for a series of years,
and proves that while the improvement of tanks and channels have received attention,
n considerable proportion of the svailable funds has been expended on these essential
b v 4 SN i |

| Boforo /the famine, steps were taken under the direction of the Chief Engincer
for Irrigation to group the tauks and chanmels in all districts, that is; to ascertain the
eircumstanses of each individual work with reference to thoge lying above and below
dumnage basin, and to note the requivements. The progress made in this

r S Ky

Bl e e 1 ; Ao, Revarue.
R 0 S R 1 18,94 654
L Works to'beigrouped ' L. il 2418020 7092836

g S B e el S 2,805,718 . 8957490
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1 rhie m»#?ééiéiary work was interrupted by the famine, and the subsoquent reduction

of establishment in the Department prevented it being sgain taken up, and latterly the

time that would have been occupicd on this work has beer taken up in classifying the
e s il 3 : 2
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Lot 'which was fopwarded fo the (Govermment of India, it is stated that 65 lakhs will he
e . to farnish tanks snd chatmels with requisite maronry works sud {for minor
i ""!Mbaeﬂml‘t&mm‘impu?ovem&nw,ﬁ bkt way, be noticed that this does not inolude the work
. that would be necessary to briug the tanks to a proper standard of efficieney.
ARG ¥ At the veturn to he ee}ém‘afﬁd from: this expenditure, it is nensssary to
refer to a statewent printed with: letter Noy 2606 W, dated 16th Octcber 1882, from
the Madras Govertiment to the Goverament of India. = Here it is shown that under
the class of works now being treated of--

I ayecut was L e Acres 5,190,000
¢ The assessment was BTl T s e L Rt 2:48,96/000

but, that in eonsequence of the bad condition of the works the ageregate losses each
your, in the opinion of the Revenue officers of Glovernment, amount %o not loss than 40
lakhs. “The ayaout is supposed to' he the irrigable area under the work, hut there are
many cases where the ayacut ineludes land which in its present state cannot be nrigated
and possibly never maybe irvignted. | It is true that it each work were brought up to
its original irriguting capacity, though some of the ayacut might remain uneultivated,
‘other waste lunds not. included in the avacut might be irrigated, and it may be reason-
able Yo set off the one against the other. ' Here then is the return to bo expectedfrom

ihie outlay as given above, it amonats to 72 per cent.

1. The guestion now arises, how the money required can be expended, and it
18 ngcessary o eall ‘attention to the fueti that to avoid loss b y wasteful expenditure 4
ronsiderable. suxe must he spent on ¢ preliminery expenses.” Tho grouping must be
vompleted. | As each group is worked out, and the cirenmetances of every individnal
fank in it ascertained, work ean then be talken up without Waiting for the gronping in
cach district or division to be campleted, but the first thizg to be dove 18 to pui on
Wi ostablishiment to deal with the grouping. The permanent establishment is not
wnfticiently strong to deal with it, and aleo to STy out works on any extended sea
The subject of thoe future munagement of minor arrigation works mivst be eonme
wth the work of Zrouwping, becsuse the defermination of what tenks should be
sbandoned, and what tanks can be handed aver to the ryots without rigk to other
interests, depends on the investigation of the sircumstancos of each work.
- The propossl that has been made to constitide tank divisions seems on the whole
to be the best way of desling with the subject; and 1t has this advantage that the work ng
may be extended by the eonstitution of more divisions, It is in the first instance
essential that work should be started on a proper footing, snd thomgh the tank divi-
glons would work under the Superintending Engineers, it does not seem advisable,
owing fo the different number and condition of the works in ench civil distriat,
simply to give each Superintending Engineer & new division and let him eommence
work in Lis own way.. An officer of some expenence should be appointed o start
(the work, as at first the gettlement of the qaestion of the future munsgement of
the smaller tanks would eleim considerable attention, but once the worli was started
on a proper focting and & decision corae to as to the management of the smaller works,
e rigiit be withdrwn, and the divisions loft to the Spperintonding Engineer. It
Hay w50 be dosarshic o appoint an Executive Hngineer a8 Assistont to the Chief
Auzsigeer for Trrigation for 2 ime. | These would be special appuinbments, and would
it establichonent, oot about Ba, 24,000 & year,
| Tha wost of one tank Jivisien wonld he Ba. 32,000, and as considering
s e moch seaftored o Lizge sum csumet bo expended by each '
Fowarly it 1) probah) iakhy per annum would be the
not of each diviston. M itho w

i Gatry-

peaditure

et and tools

mizhd be stortid, snd 17 1akhs wonld bie requized,

3 ot 88 mes Woro avedable, till at least ore Qvisi
doy and bhe oxponditues ‘wonld then be 93 lakhs or
ot lima be withdrawn, 0 8 Iakhs. An hnnoal OXPEnE
he workc List Sfiv-five vours, and althongh fauk
1 s Esoms no bowe of lyn
noy i 6 shovt time, aod when
table time £ he oconnded o 3¢, it can an
L ls ot been fally considered,
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