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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

18th February 1882, Nof 452 W.

Buildings and Roads.

Civil Works.
Read the following papers :— o

82,

Prom the Buperintending Engineer, Second Circle, dated 2nd May 1881,
¢ ‘ vo. 185,

Memorandum to the Master Attendant, dated 10th May 1881, Ne. 1170,
From tho Master Attendant, dated 16th May 1881, No. 4244,

To the Superintending Engineer, Seoond Circle, dated 19th M"F 1881,
_ No. 84,

»

From the Supenntendmg Engineer,

Fourth Circle, dated 1st December
1881, No. 525. ¢

: .Memormdum to the Su | oy ted 5
perintending Engineer, Fourth Cirele, dated 5th
Wi ‘. ‘ﬁecember 1881, No. 2 9983, ; Bt X \ ,
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5. Even leaving aside the question of a sinking fund a sum of not less than
Rs. 5,000 per annum would have to be raised to meet interest on capital and mainte-

nance charges.
' 6. The actual receipts per annum for the past eleven years have averaged Rs. 900
"The question thus arises as to how the difference is to be made up. |
7. Assuming that the European merchants, who exclusively use the pier (the
native craft having u different anchorage and unloading opposite the old Custom House),

pass as much traffic as 5,000 tons per annum, the rate would have to be raised from
3 annas to 1 rupee per ton. - ;

, A

8. The estimate of capital outlay given above takes no account of the other
improvements on the attention of His Excellency the Governor on the occasion
uf his recent visit to Calicut, such as powerful steam cranes, &c. If the cost of these
‘were added, it would probably be necessary to raise the rate to Rs. 1-4-0 on the
assumed traffic of 5,000 tons. : !

9. The question for consideration therefofe is whether the European mercantile
community are prepared to subsidise the work to the extent-indicated above. The
Collector will be, called on, in the Revenue Department, to ascertain the views of the
merchants, and report the result at an early date.

10. The suggestion put forward by the deputation which waited on His Excellency
at Calicut, that the prosperous condition of the Port Fund warranted an expenditure
from that source for either effectually repairing the present pier, or of constructing &
new one at another site, is untenable. From information supplied by the Master
Attendant, Madras, it would appear that the Calicut Port Fund had a balance at
credit of only Rs. 8,113-7-11 in November las sum quite inadequate for any
large work of improvement. Its application, moreover, to a work like the Calicut
Pier is inadmissible, seeing that the bulk of the Port Fund is contributed by native
traders, whose interests in this respect ' |

il are not identical with those of the Europeal
" (True Extract.)
. (Signed) R H. SANKEY, Colonel, RE.,
i 0 ‘ Secretary to Govt., P.W.D.
e “
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< PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT. e
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