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BUILDIN ": AND ROADS,

CIVIL WORKS.

61h December: 1881, No. 3038 W.
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DECEMBER,
No. 18,
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ForwARDING - for sanction revised ests
mate, amounting to Rs. 4,02,914; for t8
Government. H ouse at Ootacamund.




PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Buildings and Roads,
Civil Works.

No. 3038 W,
No. 18,
FroxM
Tue SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or MADRAS,
Public Works Department,

Tae SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
Public Works Department.

Sir,—With reference to gorrespondence ending with your letter No. 364 A.G.,
dated 11th October 1881, I am directed to forward, for sanction of the Government of
India, the annexed revised estimate for the construction of Government House,
Ootacamund.

9. . The estimate is made up of the following items :—

RS,
(1) Purchase of the Upper Norwood property we 20,306
(2) Improvements to do. do. 21,440

3) New building aee. - ,17,093
4) Water-supply for the Upper Norwood property 8,582
) Covered way connecting new and old building . 1,693

i
5 1 o
6) New road of approach including compensation for land, &e. ... 33,800

(
(
(
(

Total ... 4,02,914

3. (1) and (2) are items which have been already provided for and met from the
Provincial Budgets of past years.

4. Of the amount now provided under (3) for the new building, Rs. 2,76,000 has

: 5 been already sanctioned by the Govern-

*Letter from Government of India, No. 560, ment of India,*and the difference represents

dated 31st January 1880. some slight additional accommodation,

providing a new pent roof for the north wing o as to harmonize with the southern
wing, and finishing the drawing room.

5. With regard to the last of these items, Iam to remark that, in accordance with
the wish of His Grace the Duke of Buckingham, the inner walls of the building were
in some cases only plainly rendered with plaster and color-washed, and in others simply
color-washed over the brick. The bgld appearance which this gave to the interior of
the building did not commend itself to his imt}lediate successor in office and 1is quite
unsuitable to the character and uses of the building.

6. Items (4) and (5) call for no remark ; but as regards (6) I am to stat.e that the
old road of approach is so narrow, steep and tortuous that the necessity for its
replacement by an entirely new line at once attracted the attention of the late Gover-
nor, and the work is now well advanced.

7. Advantage was taken in making the new line to improve materially a portion
of Ootacamund, which from the presence of swamp was considered to be very unhealthy.
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8. The total expenditure to date s nearly as follows :—

RS.
Outlay under all heads to end of 1880-81, including the acquisition,
&e., of the Upper Norwood property ... 3,08,342
Outlay to date during current official year, nearly ... 23,400

Total ... 8,31,742
thus leaving to be expended from the estimate now sent up Rs. 71,172,

9. With reference to your letter quoted above, I am desired to say that as the
work could not possibly be Suspended without the most serious personal inconvenience
to the Governors who were living in the building in its unfinished state, an assign-
ment of Rs. 20,000 was made for the current year to complete the most mmmediately
necessary work, and a further allotment of Rs. 40,000 is now requisite. Under these
circumstances I am to solicit the favor of an early sanction to the estimate submitted,
and to the action taken as regards the progress of the work,

10. 1In conclusion I am directed to state that the only items which, as now fore-
seen, have not been provided in the estimate are—

(1) Finishing and decorating the gentral reception hall, dining and bed rooms,
(2) Certain alterations to the out-houses, some of which are inconveniently
situated with reference to the main building.

Neither of these items are, it is thought, likely to cost much, and the Government of
India will be duly supplied with the needful supplemental estimate when the work,
which cannot be decided on for Some months, has been properly laid down.

11. Tt is needless to add that the estimate framed in this department does not
include any part of the cost of furniture,
I have the honor to be,
Sir, =
Your most obedient servant,

(Sigued) R. H. SANI{EY CU]OI]('I, R.E.,
Secretary to Govt., P,W.D.

Forr 8r. Groree,
6th December 1881.

Exd. E. C. S8hunker.
Spare Copies
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Note by Budget Section.




	Image00016
	Image00017
	Image00018
	Image00019
	Image00020
	Image00021
	Image00022
	Image00023
	Image00024
	Image00025
	Image00026
	Image00027
	Image00028

