GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. °
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MILITARY DEPARTMENT. -

14th March 1881, No. 1505.

Military Buildings—Ranges.
Read the following papers :—

No. 238. From Brigadier-General H. O’ CONNELL, Quartermaster-General, to
Colonel J. MICHAEL, c.s.1., Secretary to Government, Military Depart-
ment ; dated Ootacamund, 8th July 1880, No. 624.

I have the honor, by order, to forward, for the information of Government, the
accompanying letter, No. 267, dated 5th instant, from the Officer Commanding
Mysore Division, with enclosures, regarding a request on the part of the Mysore
Government for the removal of the rifle butts at Bangalore in consequence of the
new line of railway running behind them, and it being considered dangerous to
allow shooting to continue at the present ranges.

2. The butts have been in their present position for many years and have
from time to time been added to and improved, at considerable cost to Govern-
ment, to adapt them for use with the improved arms introduced in the army. The . ‘,]
position of these butts is most convenient, as the troops can march to them for
practice and return to their quarters the same morning.

3. In laying out the line of railway, His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief

- thinks the position of the existing butts should have been considered, and the rail-
4 way laid out so as to avoid interference with the shooting at the ranges. But if
it is considered that the ranges must give way to the railway, it seems to His

Excellency but right that the cost of forming new ranges elsewhere, and all inci- {
dental charges connected therewith, should be met by the Government construct- _
ing the railway, as it is for the convenience of the-railway that the removal of an 4

older structure is required.

4. The Proceedings of the Committee appointed to select a new site for rifle
ranges will be sibmitted when received, but His Excellency considers it advisable |
to forward the enclosed correspondence to Government at once, that the Mysore
Government may be addressed on the subject of providing funds for the construc-
tion of new ranges and of such shelter as may be required for the troops when at
practice. The distance from barracks will probably be such as to require the
detachments practising to remain at the ranges during their course.

From Major-General W. PAYN, c.B., Commanding Mysore Division, to the Quartermaster-
General, Ootacamund ; dated Bangalore, 5th July 1880, No. 267.

1 have the honor to report, for the information of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief,
the following circumstances connected with the rifle ranges at this station :—

On 1st April last, the Engineer in Chief, Mysore State Railway, requested that practice
might be entirely suspended on the rifle ranges for a time, to enable him to complete the forma-
tion of that part of the line which rung close behind the butts, and on which, he said, work
could not be carried on without considerable risk while any firing was permitted.

Firing was, of course, temporarily suspended ; but it appeared to me that the question of
danger togtrains and to rsonsp emplgyed on the railway from stray bullets should have been
considered and providege for when the line was laid out. I therefore addressed the Chief
Commissioner, Mysore, pointing out that the practice season would soon commence, when it
wonld be impossible to suspend firing on the ranges, and requesting information as to what
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steps were proposed to be taken in the matter. . ;
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& thBerfg)re closing, I am to mention that the most important of the Major-General’s objections

e abandonment of the present ranges is, that the only alternative site for new ones is situated
so far from the quarters of the troops that its use would involve the formation there of a
standing camp during the rifle practice season.

The formation of a standing camp is at all times more or less inconvenient, and now, with
the garrison at its present reduced strength, the withdrawal of any part of it into a standing
camp would probably be found not to leave a sufficient force in the station to provide for the
guard duties, which fall very heavily on the troops as it is; in fact, the rifle practice of the
garrison most likely would be entirely stopped. ,

From Major A. LeMESSURIER, R.E., Joint Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Mysore,
Public Works Department, Railway Branch, to the Assistant Quartermaster-General,
Mysore Division ; dated Bangalore, 21st June 1880, No. 101-1171-R.

. T'am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1074, of 7th instant, embody-
ing the views of the Major-General Commanding on the question of the abandonment of the

present rifle ranges on account of their position in close proximity to the Mysore Railway,
and to reply as follows.

2. The Chief Commissioner considers that the system of signals as proposed by the Major-
(teneral Commanding will only serve to minimize the danger and risk to life, and that, under such
precautions even, there would still be considerable risk to workmen and passengers on the line.

3. The rifle range is admittedly defective, and the altered circumstances of Bangalore,
present and prospective, would seem to require that it should be moved, apart from considerations
arising out of the railway. It seems unnecessary, therefore, and undesirable to go to any great
expense in raising additional protective works. ~ Kvery purpose will be gained if, as a tempo-
rary arrangement, the range can be made available to the garrison until the ensuing rifle meet-
ing 1s over, and then be moved elsewhere.

4. The Chief Commissioner is very reluctant at this particular time of year to take auny
action which shall put the garrison to inconvenience. On the other hand, the construction of
the railway cannot well be stopped, and, as a solution of the difficulty, Mr. Gordon would there-
fore suggest for the consideration of the Major-General Commanding that arrangements be
made for the rifle practice to take place in the morning of each day, and that no firing take
place (say) after 10 A.x. The work of the railway could then go on in the afternoon,—any
emergent work before 11 A.M. on the line being arranged for by a “ cease firing >’ signal.

5. This arrangement, as proposed by the Chief Commissioner, would, of course, be very
temporary and would cease ab the end of September next.

No. 239. To the Chief Commissioner of Mysore, dated 16th July 1880, No. 4480.

No. 240. From Lieutenant-Colonel W. R. JOHNSON, Secretary to the Chief Com-
missioner of Mysore, Public Works Department, to Colonel J. MICHAEL,
0.5.1., Seeretary to Government, Military Department, Madras ; dated Ban-
galore, 27th August 1880, No. 1368-4467.

In reply to your letter, No. 4480, dated 16th ultimo, Iam directed to inform
you that the Chief Commissioner is now in communication with the Military authori-
ties at Bangalore, on the subject of a new site for the rifle range at that station;
that if the site asked for can be given, it will be free of cost ; and that he will be
prepared also to provide butts, similar to those now in existence, at the expense of
the Mysore State. But Mr. Gordon cannot recognize any claim on the Mysore
Government to provide any buildings or shelter for the troops. The removal of
the range by reason of the railway, and of the extension of Bangalore, was inevi-
table ; and it the Mysore State prov-ides, fre_ae'of cost, gnother site, and erects butts
similar to those to be removed, he is of opinion that it will have done all that it

can fairly be asked to do.
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2. The late Commander-in-Chief, His Excellency Sir Neville Chamberlain,

consi is was a great deal too far for convenience, and in a letter to the General
g;scgea?mt:b:nding Mysore Division, dated 13th October 1&3?&1%@9& that
this opinion might be eommunicated to the Chief Commissioner, and that it might
be pointed out to him that. the construction of a bank ¢n the side of the railway
towards the butts would, in Sir Neville Chamberlain’s opinion, render the con-
tinued use of the present ranges feasible without the least danger to the public or
to the railway. This was communicated to the Chief Commissioner on the 19th
October 1880, and his Secretary in the Public Works ent now repliés
(copy of letter enclosed, No. 152-478, dated 10th instant,) that, reluctant as the
Chief Commissioner is to remove the butts, he fears this step must be regarded as

lutely necessary, and that he had accordingly given orders for the construction
:tf)st(l)n:ne{vnbnm téy be put in hand. Letter, No. 75, dated 18th instant, from the

Officer Commanding Mysore Division, is also enclosed. :
3. The Provincial Commander-in-Chief desires to bring very prominently to
the notice of Government the very great inconvenience to the military it will be
(if the present ranges are given up and the men have to march a long d,mt:.ance to
rifle practice. This practice is now a most important part of a soldier’s instruc-
tion, and every inducement is held out to encourage the men to excel as marks-
men. In addition to regular drill and practice, meetings are held, matches got up
and every endeavour made to create and foster an interest in rifle practice. Banga-
lore is favorably situated for this p e. A forceof all arms is cantoned here,
the climate is good and the position of the present butts most convenient, enabling
the men to go backwards and forwards to them at all times of the day and giving
them, within easy reach, a rendezvous for instruction and .amusement. To remove
the ranges to a long distance from barracks will do away with what has hitherto been
amarked advantage at Bangalore. The regular practice will have to be carried on
under unfayorable circumstances, and the great convenience of a range close at hand
will also be lost, at the time of the annual contest for prizes, when teams from other
stations come to Bangalore to compete with the troops of the garrison.

4. The objections raised to the continuance of practice at the present ranges
are, danger to trains running on the new line of railway and the probability of
ground in the vicinity of the ranges being required for the extension of the station
1 that directton. S St
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veral of the houses on the high ground near

the butts to be tenantless. Under these circumstances, it seems highly improbable
that more houses will be built there,
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is question, the Provincial Commander-
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, how is decided that the ranges must be moved, it will be
necessary, considering the distance of the new site, that a barrack for the men, a
small room for a hospital and quarters for military and medical officers be erected

there, as the party at practice will have to remain at the ranges, it being too far
for them to march backwards and forwards daily.

8. The construction of a barrack and of quarters for officers will add to the
expense of a change of site, but such buildings will be a necessity, if it is deter-
mined that the present ranges are to be abandoned. For the reasons given above,
the Provincial Commander-in-Chief can see no reason for giving up the present site,
or for going to the expense of constructing new ranges and buildings.

9. With reference to your memorandum, No. 5886, dated 17th September
1880, enquiring under what circumstances the site of the present range was
obtained, whether by grant from the Mysore Government or otherwise, I regret
to state that no definite information can be obtained. It does not appear that any
grant of land for the cantonment of Bangalore tas ever definitely made by the
Mysore Government. Such ground as was required from time to time for military

purposes was given, but, as far as can be ascertained, under no treaty or definite
conditions.

From Major-General W, PAYN, c.s., Commanding Mysore Division, to the Quartermaster-
General, Bangalore ; dated Bangalore, 18th February 1881, No. 75.

Referring to your letter, No. 1352, of 13th October 1880, I have the honor to state that, on

its receipt, I at once acquainted the Chief Commissioner, Mysore, with the views of His Excel-
lency the Commander-in-Chief as therein communicated.

A few days ago, I received from the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, Mysore, Public

Works Department, the letter as per margin,
copy of which is enclosed, giving expression
to Mr. Gordon’s opinion on the question at issue.
In forwarding this, I have only to remark that T am unable to look on the butts as being

now situated in the midst of an inhabited portion of the station, nor to consider that the station
has of late years rapidly extended in this direction,

I am informed that it is many years since any houses in that neighhourhood were built,
and as I am able to state that, during the time that I have been in command here, many of the
houses thereabout have been vacant for long periods, T cannot acknowledge that present circum-
stances point to anything like a demand for house accommodation there.

The distance of the proposed ranges from the present ones is correctly stated at 13 miles,
but it must not be forgotten that this extra distance would have to be passed over twice by
troops marching to practice and back, and it should also be noted that the distance of 8} miles
from the barrack guard of the European Infantry to the proposed ranges is measured to the
1,000 yard range point, so that, taking the 500 yards range point as the average, it may be said
that troops going out and back to practice would have to march more than 8 miles daily instead
of about 4 miles as they now do.

No. 152-478, of 10th February 1881.

From Colonel W..R. JOHNSON, Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Mysore, Public
Works Department, to the Assistant Quartermaster-General, Mysore Division ; dated
Bangalore, 10th February 1881, No. 152-478.

Referring to your No. 1937, dated 19th October 1880, with whiph you forwarded copy of
a.letter conveying the views of His Excellency the Commander-_m-Chlef on the proposed
removal of the rifle ranges at this station, I am d?snred by the Chlgf Cqm_mxsswner to inform
you that the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway has stated his opinion that the sugges-
tions made by His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief would not, if carried out, secure to the
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- extension of residences may be looked for, and, as time advances, the inconvenience and danger
inseparable from a rifle range so placed must steadily and seriously increase - b
3. The circumstances, in short, under which the situation of the present rifle butts was
formerly fuund to be unobjectionable are now so entirely changed that, reluctant as the Chie
Commissioner is to remove the butts, he fears that this step must be regarded as absol
necessary. T e e
4. The new site selected and approved is quite free from the objections above noted
the additional distance is only 1§ miles, the total distance from the European I
barracks to the butts being but 3} miles—a distance which contrasts favorably witl
military stations, especially bearing in mind the climate of Bangalore. B
6. Asit is very desirable that further delay should be avoided, Mr. Gordon ha
orders for the construction of the new butts to be put in hand. E ing nec
prepare the ground, and make it suitable and convenient for rifle practice, will be e
at the expense of the Mysore Government. The Chief Commi'ss'ionar‘fagrats, however, that
cannot consent to construct there any barracks or other buildings for the troops. i)
opinion, the utmost that can fairly be expected is, that the Mysore Administration erect s
butts as may be required of a kind similar to those erected on the existing rifle ranges. T'
uired o§ the

new
Gordon thinks, by the British Government, and not at Iﬁp
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eost of the Mysore State.

No. 242. Orper THEREON, 14th March 1881, No. 1505.

The Right Honorable the Governor in Council is of opinion that, in the face
~of the objections raised by the Chief Commissioner of Mysare, the permanent reten-
tion of the rifle butts in their present position is impraeticable. :

2. The nearest available site for a new rifle range is said to be 32 miles from
the British Infantry barracks, and it is alleged that this distance is too far to be

 traversed backwards and forwards daily.

- during the cold season, to which the rifle practice is chiefly, if not altogether, con-

8. The Government are of opinion that it might be possible for the men
_ the butts to be accommodated in tents, with thatehed roofs if necessary
< , and, at any rate, wish the experiment to be tried, before the question of con-
oting expensive buildings of a permanent character on the site of the new
‘ranges can be entertained.

(True Extract.)
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