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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

MILITARY DEPARTMENT.

29th October 1880,‘N 0. 6854,
Defences—Armaments.

Read the. following paper :(— .

No. 530. From Colonel A. JOIINSON, Secretary to the Government of India,
: Military Department, to Colonel J. MICHAEL, c.s.1., Secretary to Govern-
ment, Military Department, Madras; dated Simla, 7th October 1880,
No. 1721.8.D. . e :

Armaments~—Fort 8t. George. ; S

With reference to the communication from this department, No. 911-8.D.,

’ . dated 24th August 1878,® I am desired

* Procs. of Madras Govt. (Military), No. 4536, to communicate, for the information of
dated 2nd September 1878. the Governor in Council, the scheme of a

No. 22, dated 2nd August 1880, and annexure. rev1se_d armament for. Fort St. George,

: contained in the marginally-noted letter
from the President, Defence Committee, which has received the approval of the
Government of India, and to request that, under the orders of His Excellency in
Council, the same may be carried.: into effect as early as may be practicable, with
reference to the available supply of ordnance of the classes laid down by the
Committee. o ' C

From the President Defence Committee, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Military
) Department ; dated Simla, 2nd August 1880, No. 22. .

With reference to your memorandum, No. 672-D, dated 11th March 1880, forwarding, for
the consideration of the Defence Comwittee, a letter (herewith returned), No. 1812, dated 16th
¥ebruary 1880, from the Adjutant-General in India, regarding the defence and armament of
Fort St. George, Ihave the honor to submit, fog the information of Government, the following
remarks on the subject by the Committee, and to recommend its suggestions for favorable con-
sideration and approval. -

2. During the past twenty years, the question has been studied and reported upon by
stveral committees, who appear to have established the fact that the existing ramparts are
unable to carry ordnance heavier than 80-pounder rifled guns, and that for this (if for no other
reason) the much heavier guns intended to cope with an enemy’s ironclad fleet should not be
mounted in the fort, but in independent batteries along the sea shore. :

3. It bas also been urged that Fort St. George is crowded with barracks, with men,
women and children, with valuable Government property in the Arsenal and other buildings,
and that some of these buildings are 8o close to the exposed sea face as to render the ramparts
- of this face untenable if exposed to a heavy cannonade which would cause showers of masonry
splinters to fall like shell fragments among the defenders of the works. On this point Sir -
Neville Chamberlain remarked—*¢ 1t is an axiom for guns to fire at guns ; and the less fire that
is drawn upon the fort, the better for its buildings and inhabitants.”

These facts furnish additional reasons for transferring the scene of combat with the guns
of an enemy’s fleet, from the fort to isolated shore batteries.

4. It will accordingly be seen, on reference to its report on the “General Scheme of
Coanst Defences for India” (vide paras. 162—175), that the Defence Committee has allowed .
Fert St. George to take no part whatever in the “ coast defence,’”” which is entrusted entirely
to 100-ton and 38-ton guns in turrets and iron-fronted batteries on the breakwater and on
the shore. . : oo e

" 5. The sole function, therefore, of this fort is' to shelter the Arsenal and other public
property now within its walls from assault by enemies on land, and to furnish a place of refuge
to tho Enropeans of Madras and its neighbourhood in case of any local emeute, -

6. ‘With this object it will be sufficient to adopt the principles which guided the Defence Com- -
mittee in determining the revised armament for Fort William (which has received the approval
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7. The armament, therefore, of Fort St. Geor
the number and weight of the gun; a8 recommended b%eth’;e]%%fggc: %ﬁ:ﬁﬁitﬁnd dflfence’ and
the annexed tabular statement) are selected on this basis, and in accordance wi e (an showq in
principles :— , ice with the following

(a)—The guns in number and weight should be sufficient to

any enemy likely to attack the fort on land.

overmatch the 'arti]lery of
(b)—They should not, however, be :

guns, the types of guns menntal & o bes:;ng ammunition ang working the

(d)—Guns available on the spot should be utilized, few as possible,
(e)—Guns which can be more conveniently utilized elsewh

. . this particalar armament, ere should not be selected for

8. In accordance with the above rinciples(a) and (3).
the fort has been allotted a rifled gun,ox? woogen t(;ra?ve?sin(?iﬂ:gf::rirycozs lo)f tho six salients of
to each face and to each flank of the land bastions two 8. B. guns to ;wee th PIvot, en barbetie ;
approaches and flank the ditches; and to each redan and flank en » D b o Elacis and nearer
S. B. gun; while the three mortars now in the fo “e5aut on the sea face One

necessary, and two gatlings are added to be avail
9. To satisfy the remaining conditions(e)

. _ ), only one type of rifleq
gun is selected (d and ¢), although the Defence Committes is of Opini;z“;lone of smooth-bore,

'is the most generally suitable gon for lang defences, The 3
v ' & Pr- RM.L, in thig i
allotted as the heavy gun for the salients, in ordep to util‘;:zep:he LI 120 in thig fnstance been
now available at Madras, which are not required SUPPly of these powerful guns

: ) elsewhere, In

as it is proposed to roserve all 32.pr, for conversiun ot effgird:[:o smooth-bore ordnance,

selected for the flanks and faces and redans is the 2.-pr. S.B $ Pr- RM.L,, the type of gun
‘ LD,

“eighty-four in the fort. . » of which there are DOW present

10. In regard to ammunition, the Comy it ,
should bems " omumittes rgcommer;ds that for the rifleq guns, there
: ~ In Artillery charge ... ’ ' ?
In reserve e - . oo 283 l'fgmds.
e oee o. .
» .r i ' . Tota.l Ceos 250 do.
And for the smooth-bore guns— e S
In Artillery charge » ..
. Ib reserve g:e o e 138 rc:;mds.
N . woe aep » o.
' - Total ... 130 gqo,

This allotment applying only to the six_:,—g Pr.- "RM.L, ang

: thirty.ei
lx}ounted as armament on the ramparts—not to the guns roquired ioelglil)t 24-pr.. S.B. guns
signals, &c., for which only blank cartridges are necessary, In re rdrtt e Salntmg Battery
guns, it i3 a questipn for the local authorities to decide whether 8ard to these lag mentionad
armament now proposed are required for the purposes of saluting. c) 8908 in addition 4, the

of the regular armarhent’ guns cannot be made available for thg;g:;;gnzlsz, &e., or whethep some
11. For each of the six “ units of armamentg” specified in the oo b

there should be provided one set of expenge stores,
central position near the salient of the five bastio
position and arrangement for these can only be decid

8 and the flag gtafy
d on the Bpot, and wi]] prol;ably : exa;::
88, type drawings of emplace-

) Commibtee, can be furnished

e
each particular instance ; but as a guide in designing t}, :
ments and alternative pl,ans of stores, ag desi g%l;i %y tisee]l)):gi?
to the Madras Government, if required, ‘
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: : TABULAR STATEMENT, - B :
Accompaniment to Defence Committes Letter, No. 22, dated 2nd August 1880,

Fozr ST. GRoReE, - “ PROPOSED ARMAMENT.

»

Portion of Fort (Unit of . #3-Pr. (24-Pr.[18-Pr. | 6-Pr, | 10-inch | Gat-
Armament) - Site. . IRUM.L.(8.B. 8. B. | 8. B. Mortars. |lings, |  Remarks.
. s Right face - 1.
1. North-east Demi-Bastion. Isf;ge?;e"‘ 1 2 )
1 Left flank s 2 -
(| Right flank - 2
. Right face 2
2. Royal Bastion ., J Salient .., 1
) : l Left face vou -2
Left flank T2
] Right flank 2
Right face 2
8. St. George Bastion «.d [Balient .., 1
1 Left face . 2
L | Left flank » 2
(| Right flank e 2.
‘ | [Right face - .. | .. 2
4. Wallajah Bastion «.{ |Salient ,, 1 roo
g Left face .. e | 2
’ l Left flank =~ ... v -2
. . Right flank e . 2 1
5. South-west Demi-Ba.stion{ Right face . 2
- Salient ... . 1 .
. Left face R "1
[{South flank en| . 1
ressaut. b
. 6. BeaF ' South redan . ...| ... 1
| Or Beatace .. e "< |Flag S.aff redan 1
North redan - 1
- , North flank en 1 *
. L ressait, N . ]
. . . ¢ These 31 guns are
Totals—Armament mountedon | . D eee 6 38 " [ Dot required for
' ramparts. / the armament. Tt
Saluting battery ... o . éﬁ e I is a question for
For signals and Observatory e oo 6 . the Madras sutho-
- time guns. ¢ . rities to decide
Morning gun ... . .. - Ve we L1 S whether some of -
Mortar .., O . e oo I the armament
Gatlings - ... . ST R 2 guns cannot be
. used for fhese
Grand Total ... e . 6 62 6 1 3 .2 purposes.
: .
- No. 531. . OgrpER THEREON, 29th October 1880, No. 6854.

Communicated for the information of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief
and Departments concerned,—and for guidance.

2. His Excellency is requested to favor Government with his opinion as to
the necessity for additional guns for the purposes of salutes, signals, ‘

(True Extract.)

. For Secretary to Government,
B ‘ Military Department.
To the Adjutant-General. : I
,» Quartermaster-General.
s»» JInspector-General of Ordnance. i N
~ 5 Controller of Military Accounts, , A /
. T . .
-+ 5» - Public Works Department. ¢4 Id._ e l/ Cecees

P »

i

Exd. A, Raitt,

-
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From Major G. F. CHAMBERS, R.A., Commanding Royal Artillery, Fort St. George, to the

- havethe honor to bring to notice there are 24 24-pounder L.B. guns shown as in the Saluting -

¥
GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. '
MILITARY DEPARTMENT. - ;
9th March 1881, No. 1403, , |
7 Armaments—Fort St. George. ‘
Read the following papers :— s ,
No.134.  From Brigadier-General GODFREY CLERK, Officiating Adjutant-
General, to Colonel E. L. HANKIN,. Acting Secretary to Government, S ;
Military Department, Fort St. George; dated Bangalore, 25th February 4
1881, No. 606. . ' - ' =
Forwarded to the Sécretary to Government, Military Department. o - o
2. There are only 21 guns in the Saluting Battery, and not 24 as shown in .
‘the tabular statement at page 3 of Proceedings of Government, No. 6854, of
29th October last. ‘ ~ .

Assistant Adjutant-General, Royal Artillery; dated Fort St. George, 16th February
1881, No. 258. (Forwarded through -the Officer Commanding Centre District, dated
21st February 1881, No. 204.) ' : .

With reference to Proceedings of Government, No. 6854, dated 29th October 1880, I

Battery ; as 21 24-pounder guns are the correct number in the Battery, I trust the necessary
alteration may be made. ‘ . :

» ) -

No. 185, ° OrDER THEREON, 9th March 1881, No. 1403. . '
Communicated to Departments concerned in correction of the Proceedings
of Government quoted. _ S : - -
(True Extract.) T
0 ‘ ) .
2 ;W Colonel,
Ag. Secretary to Government. = - o
To the Adjutant-General.b ‘ )
",  Quartermaster-General. )
5  Inspector-General of Ordnance. ,
»  Controller of Military Accounts, | P ’ .
»»  Public Works Department. ;. .7~ s~ ¢+, #
% - ¢
Exd. A. F. Goodall, ' ,
. (
|
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Communimting memorandum  from  the
Adjatant-General intimating that there arc only
21 guus in the Saluting Battery at Fort Sf,
Georgo, and not 24 a4 shown in Proceedings ¢f
Government, No, 6851, of 20th October 1880,
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