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From EARNEST BARCLAY, Esq., Government Solicitor, to the Master Attendant,
Madras, dated Madras, 14th September 1881, No. 391.

Wira reference to the enclosed Proceedings of the Committee appointed under
G.0., Public Works Department, dated 16th August 1881, No. 2011 W, under date
the 6th instant, I have now, as arranged in Committee, to advise you that the Govern-
ment has 1o power to impose any port dues on goods landed or shipped at this port.

2.. The only Act which relates to port dues at the port of Madras is Act XTI of
1875. The Indian Ports Act, 1875, and the provisions of that Act only enable Govern-
ment to levy port dues on vessels entering this port. :

3. 1 shall be obliged i you will communicate this opinion to the Chairman of the
Committee, with a view to a Cgay being fixed for the Committee meeting again to carry
out the directions contained in the above-mentioned order of Goveroment.

From J. IL. TAYLOR, Esq., Licutenant, R.N.R., Master Atfegl&ant, Madras, to the

President, Harbour Committee, Madras,

I mave the honor to record with the following remarks my dissent from the
recommendation of the majority of the Committee appointed in G.0., No. 2011 W,
dated August 16th last, to consider questions reluting to the harbour at Madras.
The Committee wifh few exceptions have declined eutering into any arguments, or
giving any opinion except upon the one point of establishing at once a Port Trust. I
cannot see that this advice is asked for by the terms of the Government Order. I
beliove the Committee to be a practical one to adyise Government upon management,
ways and means, &c., so that if the harbour is ultimately made over to private hauds,
it will not be done in entire ignorauce of the principles that will govern future

action, , )
. The following objections
to my judgment. b
i ittle to place

Tt %1353 Tﬁé@ﬁm ﬁ ﬂhfgpillé‘ charges when definitely settled, will be all
go uired f’or the interest on harbour outlay and the establishment. To create more
G:ild‘oﬁieers fo conduct this business would be a useless expense, and a Board would
snly embarrass the Marine officers, who will have to provide for the safety of the
ships in bad weather, and 1o anticipate storms and make requisite preparation for

to an early Port Trust Board present themaelveg féi:éib]’y

9. The harbour is a8 yet experimental, and no one can say, even approximately,
what éum will be required for repair and contingencies. The ercsion of the North

| " Beach has cost a large sum, and will be a standing source of expense which will be

ignored by  Port Trust us ot within port limits. |
3. The chief use of a Port Trust would be to institute improvements, like docks,
slips, &c., as mereantile requirements indicated, but no ¢he would dream of under-
king such things until the beach had been exposed to a storm or very rough
weather. R e AT A : ’
4. The trade of the port now suffers severely from the private actions of indivi-
dnals into whose hands it has drifted, extortionate charges prevail, and great discontent
in trade generally. A complete change of front could now be takeu by Government,
and the port put in a healthy condition, whereas if it is at once made over to those
whose interests are concerned in perpetuating the present system, the chief benefit of

B arbour will probably be lost to the town.

- Again, in the in ts of Grovernment, 1 would respeetfully recommend thaf com=

. plete information be obtained as to the sums that will be levied on the beach, The
" glamour that has attended » rise in port dues, which dues will only just provide for

the establishment, clearly indioates to my mind that efiorts will be made to show that
" the trade will suffer if the full interest for the harbour is called for. If rates are to
be charged in additibn to those now obiaining, no doubf they would be excessive, though

3

in trust at prese‘nt.’ The moneys arising from

N T i s
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money enough without extra charge could be obtained if
port was remodelled. This the Government eould carry ou
that way in any members of the mercantile world, and I fear
Trust would give way to the mercantile ones in a matter in
posed to have special knowledge. o T
Again, there is no precedent, all Port
outcome of undoubted financial prosperity, an
a distance from, and entirely removed from,
and contingencies as threaten Madras, unless
can keep them out, | ke e
Finally, the responsibility of the
Trust when any difficulty arises, such as
plea that Government would be saved all trou
integral portion of the Marine is now able to
money, and if a fair adjustment of the fu :
was followed, would continue to do so, wi
increase of port dues or any additional charges
from the General Port Fund, the port will soc
Mr. C. 8. Crole, than whom no officer o
~ the subject, and who knows the wants ar
- Government, dated 20th October 1880, re
- eomplete Port Trust must almost of nee
- and the working of a simple enactment
| sities, supply a su -
 legislation in that

f
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orirahare ~ e T

reapeotfnlly submit that a standing Harbour Committee can afford all the ”mmm;md ‘
advice o{whchtheﬁ;ovemment may stand in need. 4id SR
oo Mapmas, S Signed)  ROBERT G. ORR, .
28rd August 1881. : lgnChm)u'umn, Madras Trade Associat

I
S
I

 TrE papers above recorded contain the Report of the Committee Wb’eﬂ
6.0, No. 2011 W, dated 16th August 1881. Wit
. 2 While thanking the Committee for their Report, the Honmsgéb,.th@-@m

- in Council observes that it is apparent that they have misapprehended the ol
~which they were requested to zasmbleﬁand the seope of the W“‘
- ment indicating the points on which an expression of mdropimmm%

ar
-

No. 47, Orper TErroN, 14th October 1581, No. 2512 W.

8. The object of the Government was to obtain their advice as.
ments for managing the harbour and levying dues for its use, and

T
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