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2 MARINE DEPARTMENT, 298D SEPTEMBER 1881, . 454.

No. 451 [Current No., 5487

UFFI0IAL MEMORANDUM.

Thll some such complete Survey and sections of the Santapillai rock have been
made as suggested in paragraph 3 of letter from the Superintende nf ut Marine Surveys,
No. 64, of Znd July 1881, printed with G, 0., 3rd August 1881, No. 378, Marine, h 1\«‘
been executed, it would, I regret to say, h(\ out of my power to offer any reliable
opinion upon this reference ; at the same time, taking into consideration the danger
which the rock constitites in regard to the txmlu of l; imlipatam, if not of the coasting
trade generally, it would appear to be extre mely desirable to ascertain all the facts so
soon as the sea is suffic Mntl\ calm —next ,Jtnm(uy or 1‘(,,‘]‘111«11) }11“},’«1 ,I}-

(Signed) R. H. SANKEY, Col, R.E,,
oth September 1881 Chief Engineer, P.W.D
7",: f/ir ('/’Z/'l;f‘ A‘S‘C(‘/'{:f!l/"f/ to (70&'{’/'/)?/(/’”[.

From.J. H. TAYLOR, Esq., ]lcu/(m/u/ R.N.R., Master Attendant, Madras, to the Chief

Sec um/ r/ fo Government, dated -Ur((]] as, l.,;f/z ;S'f,y»,f/://zbcr lbﬁl', No. 8061 [(_f’u;'/'(’nt
No. 5 :

Administrative Department.

I have the honor to d(}\nm\ledw- official memorandum, Marine Department,
No. 1531, dated 10th September 15'\1 and to state my opinion that a preliminary
survey of ‘the dIltdledl rock by divers should be made next March. It may be that
the difficulties, some of which I dre W attention to in my letter, No. 7549, dated 22nd
August last, may render further proceedings unadvisable. 111 order to carry out the
inspection, a steam vessel will be necessary with steady sea-going qlldlltl(s and
accommodation and stores for the party. I should recommend not less than four well-
equipped divers, and the whole should be in charge of an officer of the Marine Survey
to carefully note the position and plot off the information given by the divers. I have
no steam vessel of the kind required, but I should think ho Indian Government vessel
Hugh Rose would suit very well, or one similar ; too much expense need not be
incurred. I have no Marine Diver NOW on my (x\mhh\hmcnt the man who went up
to examine the reef when the Lassa was vast away has le\mnul he was a very
poor diver, and the failure to get any information about the reef \hh doubtless his
fault. I am waiting, in the dbw!lw of any 1pp11catmn~ to take on one of Mr. Thorow-
good’s men when he has done with theip services. I anticipate great difficulty in the
way of boring ow ing to the ground swell, but every day add\ to our knowledge on
these subjects, and new expedients are daily brought forward. The first se ason, which
will be only the month of March 1\\0. will be spvnt fully in divers’ 111\1)(-@1011, and
upon theirv report future action m: ay be taken. It is more than probable that the
Santapillai elevation will take the shape of all the neighbouring hills on the main land
and consist of rounded sides with elongated almost flat surface. 1 would 1(\\1»((“1111\'
recommend that the Government cf lndm be 1 (flu('\'(( 'd to refer the work of inspection
to the Marine Survey Department for execution, the estimate for the expense being
primarily submitted to the Madras Government for consideration.

ORDER THEREON, 22nd September 1881, No. 454,
Ordered that the Government of India be addressed.
(TI‘H!_' Extract.)
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