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Inspection Report of the Officer Oommanding the District.—Rule IV. Proceedings of the
Madras Government, No. 6973, 12th December 1879.

From Brigadier-General R. C, STEWART Commanding Centre District, to the Quartermaster-
General ; dated Fort »t. George, 1 9¢h April 1881, No. 71-A.G.

I have the honor to report, for the jnformation of the Commander-in-Chief, that on the
Colonel Gloag, Royal Artillery. 30th March I, together with the officers naqu
ﬂi?"‘ Yibart, Royal Engineers. in the margin, inspected Fort St. George in

é‘éﬁeﬁ‘if‘“""ne’be“’ Deputy Assistant Quartermaster- accordance with the orders of Government on
this subject.

2. We discussed the severa] paras, of my predecessor’s report,* dated 6th April 1880,
* Copies annexed. and also the reports of the Oﬁ}'cxatmg Super-
ing R : : intending Kngineer, and the Officer Command-
::)icl o1 Al'tluerz, i :ﬁxe Fort, and we found unanimously that time had show(;) ({.h:;f tlllg
L mtheabey S t scommended shou
- be again vigorously advocated. © reports were sound, and that the steps rec

3. Ibeg, then, now to ur - : h ideration of
T ge the nder-in-Chief to press on the considera
Government that the works of the fmcﬁ’i“ﬁ‘;’monshed, the ditches filled in, and the ground

Aot properly levelled and i i forts that have passed their day
and become useless. Ornamented, 55 is done with all forts tha P

4. That it is an idling of time ; <cription of ordnance that should be placed
on the ramparts of Fort SE Georgetoaig;ilﬁssbti};eigeaCpulz_e waste of money to spend year after
year large sums to plaster up with F;orhla da'ement &c., the outside of mouldering works that
cannot sustain an armament fit for the dnfnbce i s place, are points that will no doubt be
conceded, though perhaps no present actie (J;l]i ht be considered necessary. But in support of
my strong recommendation that these decon‘ %valls be at once levelled, and the noxious ditches
filled in, I would found my strongest ﬂl‘gl?g::xi on the increase of health and enjoyment of life
the troops quartered in Fort St, George would derive thereby. :

5. In the late report of th . i e e
e R S Commission, relating g
nvaliding of soldiers in the Madras%;‘;gidbggltaguch stress is laid on the fact that numbers
of men are sent home who on arrival af i)ori,sm}:;uth are found quite well and fit for duty.

6. What is stated h 4 or of the Roval Victoria
Hospital, Netley, lately, ere L know to be true, for when I was Govern 3

: I request Guards authorities to issue orders to the effect

%I]at officers in medical o 5“'8(%a of Efet&ioﬂogszﬂnlgl%ome should overhaul their invalids between

alta and Portsm.om-,h, with a view to se‘.?ging straight off to their depots, &c., from the latter
port those found fit, instead of overcrowding Netley with hundreds of men in perfect health.

7. In each ship-load of invalids fr ia, one-half are able on arrival at Portsmouth to
Proceed at once to their depdts or to bgnzliigg:ﬁ"ged, and want no medical treatment. Why is
this? How comes it that a man is Pronounced unfit for service in India, and within a r_nonth
il @ man can be? I answer th.i a9 far as regards Fort St. George, it arises in the
st part, if not wholly, from the melancholy and heart-depressing environment that the

man is subject to, and from the fact th . ! vt and d
: . U that ded as he is on all sides by the dirt and decay
of years, his eye can rest on no pleas“rab’lseu(x";?::b. a y

4
8. Enforced, as some are, to live, eat and sleep in noisome casemates without light or

ventilation, and irritated, as 11 i 1
ti refsmeitng ot breeze, i ?:ru?:l‘f)]}):th day and night, by the heat, from being shut off from

soldier (and the old one) to indulge j g ramparts, can we wonder what it is that sends the young

e . 3 % B . ent
follow, ending in disgust, sickness axl?l S}s&:ﬁglil:;y? in the town, and that crime and punishm

9. : : v
intolerabgug,%?: o ?m should be t0 gyersome the dreadful dislike to Indin that, through the
weeks of novelt i::n mox‘liot%x}y ,°‘f his life, the young soldier experiences after the first few
able quarters, p}ieasaz JERRBOG an, “118, in g greabt measure, can be done by giving him comfort-

can take an interest, t and agreeable Surroundings, and something to occupy him in which he

2L R | ;
face of the fg:t(: %I:!;ﬁ;(ll],et&hena W:th all energy of expression, that, to commence with, the sea
troops in the fort, su lelf;n t ldsbdltcheﬂ filled in, that the work be executed by the British
intend it. As in éhe g:ge ofe;la:' Y two companies of Sappers, whose officers would super-
soldiers would be employed so 11:::5 t’lﬁe Rangoon defences after the Burmah War, the Kuropean
ng 80 much pay for so much work Y B0urg i the morning and so many in the evening, receiv-

dong
11. If what T now earnestly Commep

cacy of the Provincial Commander.; d for the favorable consideration and strong advo-

the fort,—the gratefal sea breeze };m-'chiEf meet With success, we shall soon have some life in

not only the British suld: @8Ing through it, and in the end a superb esplanade which
12, 1 nee:il:ays:cit;: o t’:e 83TTigon, hut the whole of the society ot}') I\Za,drasri 22?113 :::j;cy-

and health of Ma, dras, and %o:: !‘;é}éﬁ Wonderful improvement there would be in the appearance
Wore enjoyable life would be here for the treops, if the
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works of the land face were cast down, the ditches filled in, and the glaci?dlzville‘ihaglk:;);;%
and skilfully ornamented. In this work I am suré the Municipality wou! . tﬁ
interest. In the mean time, I pray that ordfers m::yl‘loee gnv:sx tggrp:‘tr):ﬁeg y:};;t algne oo e
f Fort St. George upon the sea-face at all €vents,

:ﬁ: ::e(z)a.rk‘:r:eze::v‘ould b: frg(;,elypadmit.ted to the fort, and the first step on the road towards
i ement would be made. : : j
lmpr;);. With regard to the Beach Batteries, I have only to say that, ‘}:hel.!: c:‘?}?‘gﬁg r:;“d
equipped with their full armament, they will afford good protection to the harbou dras.

- —

p J y L cor ] Rule II, O.Go N . 3 -
136 07t (] the 180 al Ji'tllle1y ()]ﬁce’ wm ac da"w w‘rth 5] 0 69;3 ddtedl “’b

i i re, to the Officer
j . . CHAMBERS, Commanding Royal Artillery, Fort St. George, ‘
e Ma]((})gn?manding Royal Artillery, Cent-%e District, St. Thomas’ Mount; dated Fort St.
George, 25th March 1881. . T o
it to G.0., No. 6973, of 12th December 1879, and Standing rene i
No. l\g’)v{t,hofr;g?:nDc:ce(;nber 1879, I have the honor to make the ’followmg report on the arma-
ment of Fort St. George :—
The armament, as it now stands, is that laid down in Proceedings of Government, No. 1164,
f 13th March 1880. .
: The armament is distributed round the Fort as follows. :
St. George’s Bastion.~Three 10-inch mortars on iron beds.—Four 18-pounder S. B.
i : iron S. B. gun. ; . :
guns'.l‘heO ?g-Gogzzzizragg%-poun er are mounted on iron carriages resting on stone flooring.
The 18-poun§ers are used to signal the arrival of mails, and the 6-pounder is fired, a morning

1 Parade days. . ;
gun, Gc:gnss:lzgfx)-‘ii g:sdaggnﬁgiri“g are all serviceable for the purposes they are required.

North Ravelin.—Two 18-pounders S.B., one mounted on an iron carriage, one on a wooden
i i i the ground. :
trave(l)l:;go(fmgll: ggeui?ni(shzgwonbeix?ggrevented in the Madras Arsenal. 'These two guns are the
time guns, —the one being fired day and night, the other being there to supply the place of
the time gun, in case of a change being necessary, as 18 often the case, the violent jerk on the
tube by the machinery in firing the gun being destructive to the copper vent.

iding carriages
North Sea Face.—~Two 80-pounder R. M. L. converted guns, mounted on sliding car 3
on traversing platforms, which run on stone racers. 'I'hese stone racers are ver “ns‘;‘:a::&
become quickly uneven and make accurate laying extremely difficult. st
hollow solid trucks are required. : s : : Gt
Oune 7-inch B. L. Armstrong gun, mounted on a sliding carriage on a traversig pla 5
which runs with hollow solid trucks on raised racers. ; ; Fiv b
The carriages are very old ones, which have been repaired, painted and re-issued by .the
Ordnance Department. The guns are all serviceable. . :
South 8ea Face.—Armed exactly in the same manner as the North Seg Face. . o
Saluting Battery.—Twenty-one 24-pounder S.B. guns, mounted on iron carriages which
rest on stone flooring, all in a serviceable state. ‘ ; ; o3 T B
By Proceedings of Government, No. 6854, of 29th October 1880, the armament above
detailed is again to be altered. e i : E SR g
Beach Batteries.—These batteries are still in the“hands of the Pnblic Wo‘*rksv Department,
and the guns mounted in them are at present under the charge of the Ordnance Department..
Light House Battery has one 9-inch M. L. R,Bglm- : Wi ‘
Napier Bridge Battery has one 9-inch M. L. R. gun. i :
Clive’s Battery, recently handed over by the Royal Artillery to the Public Works Depart-

ment, has no gun mounted 1n it.

I have no remarks to make on this report.

1. T > MounT Signed) A, R. GLOAG, Colonel, R.A., :
Séﬁfhnzx’ﬁh lgg;{- ’ o Commg. Royal Artiile~o~y, Centre District.

*

Remarks by the Officer Commanding Royal Artillery, Centre Distﬁct.—

lonel A. R. GLOAG, R.A., Commandi ._-R‘bya.l‘.. Artillery, Centre District, to the

o Col)eputy Assistant Qua;-termaster-General,“ entre District, Madras ; dated St. Thomas’

Mount, 2nd April 1881. " g : i

When forwarding the report of Major Chambers, No. 19 Battery, 9th Brigade, R;yaﬁ
Artillery, Fort 8t. George, I did not make any remark regarding the armament, &c., on whic




~ particularly by those of the respective ages of the contrasted bodies of men, their previous

‘mitted to the Brigadier-General Commanding the District along with the report in question.
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that officer reported, but I now forward o fow remarks, which I think perhaps might be sub-

2. 1feel that in my opinion it is quite jmmaterial what description of rifled ordnance is
placed on the ramparts of Fort St. George, as they are quite unable to sustain any ordnance
which would have any effect against a mogern war vessel attacking from seawards. The fact
really is that the improvements which have been made in the nature of rified ordnance have
placed Fort St. George out of the category of defensible fortresses.

3. The heaviest R.O. in the works of Fort St. (George would be quite useless almosb againsf;

Not armour-piercing, modern guns. a modern iron-clad, armed with 100-ton guns,
* Rifled 80-pdr. and 77 R. Armstrong—Is an a _ the extreme range of the fort guns* being 2,0
o A e il ds. i.e. the first ricochet cf the projectile.
+ First-class armour-piercing gun. yaras, b.6.

The extreme range of the 100-ton gunt an

the other heavy natures of naval rifled ordnance is from about 3,500 yards to 5,000 yards.
Thus, sustaining little or no damage herself, the iron-clad, lying secure, could in a short tune
lay all the building within the fort in ruing .’ and perhaps there would be no use i firing upon
kS MDA, haoanse they are in many laces so much decayed, that, very heavy firing car-
ried on continuously for some time from them, they would probably come down from its effects.
1 am*therefore of opinion that it wounld be exp’edient, as well as economical if the ramparts wera

destroyed and the ditches filled in.

e

Report of the Royal Bugineer O‘ﬂicer.——Parl 2, Nule FE:
L i Works, Presidency, to the Deputy
i S Ly viLly tendent of Works,
R Qllal'termaster-General’sgflfafg Bisbrict; dated Madras, 95th March 1881.
rence to G.0. (Military Depart-

The followi i i 3 ith refe
1 . P];:;EF?);H;M; herewith forwarded : — ment)vviqo 6273, of the 12th December 187[1?’ L
i . George. ; )
e have the honor to state that the Report on OX‘ ‘
3. General plan of Fort 8t. George, showing the Beach  St. George dr.wn up last_yoar s ks
& PlBattc}mtel:, tI\&a B_'.m-ll)annr of Madras. C ; Smith ,R E., cannot be improved upon.
. Plan of the Napier Battery. ; A i
e i Hame Dattery. No salterations have taken place Since that
6. Do.  Clive’s Battery. time.f
/

_ 3 ‘ e _General, Her Ma,jesty’s Forces
From Surgeon-General Sir A. D. HOME, .o, 0.2, S0ER St. George, 13th May 1881,

in Madras, to the Quartermaster-General; dated F
NO. 9-0- - ; h %, th
In answer to your letter, No. 445 of 25th ultimo, 1 have the honor to state that the
‘health of the garrisyon of Fort St. Georéiojo%;,pms not unfavorably with that of mosb of the
troops stationed elsewhere in this command. G lthy
As a general principle, it can be afirmed that amongst the requirements for a hest 31';
dwe\liniin* this country are these :—That it should be placed at a fair elevation, on groun no
encroached on by other buildings ; that it should have 2 free ex%osure to the breeze, b? spacious
and have a cheerful outlook. 1 cannot gay why the casemate arracks in Fort St. (:eor_ge,tn_x
which all these conditions are wantin arey not inferior in point of healthiness to the Infantry
bairacks there ; but it is a fact that ,ey are not.

In the enclosed return, the health tistics of & congiderable number of the stapions in
the command for the last five years are‘?léi:g?x ;but 1 do not think that the test of healthiness as

‘evidenced by invaliding, chosen by the General Officer Commanding the Centre Division, is a
1 tho 3 .oh invaliding is due may have been
good one. It will be apparent that ghe illness to which inva gded, B

 acquired elsewhere than at the station where the man was invall 3
jnvaliding of a regiment newly :an‘x'ivgal gom England ought i st -X.ea.r b
proportion) than that of a battery of Royal Artillery long resident in In

ia. Accepting the

%roposed test, however, it will be seen thas foT the last five years the invaliding rate of the

oyal Artillery in Fort St. George is 471 per 1,000 of the strength, whilst that of the
Tufantry thero is 511 per 1,000. ge is 471 por L7 o

ik The statistical evidence in the cage is pot in my opinion of i_tself sufficient to sustain an
opinion either way, complicated 8o greatly 28 such an inquiry is by secondary conditions,

 places of residence and their length of sepyice in India. I should prefer a general to a special
view of the subject, and especially I ghould be ‘guided by the consideration that ‘epidemio
 disease due to insanitary conditions is not (in 3 period of years) more. prevalent in Fort St.
George than elsewhere in the command, :
However desirable the levelling of ghe works and the flling in of the ditches of the fort
may be on other grounds, I see no case for it in the unhealthiness of the garrison. - :



Admitted.

1877.
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No. 45. ORDER THEREON, 2nd June 1881, No. 2956. :

Ordered that the foregoing report on Tost Sb. George be forwarded to the
Government of India.

9. The Honorable the Governor in Council concurs in the opinions of
the Provincial Commander-in-Chief oxpressed in paras. 9 and 3 of the Quarter- .
‘master-General’s letter. Neither the actual condition of the works nor the health
of the resident troops appoars to eall for the immediate demolition of the defences,
while the safety of the Arsenal and Magazines with their extensive stores demand
that at least the inner portion of the works shall be maintained, and the Govern-

‘ment are not prepared to recommend that the heavy cost of dismantling the massive
outworks should be incurred at present-

(True Extract.)

R T
F

or Ag. Secretary to Government,
; Mily. Dept.

To the Quarpermaster-Geneml, with {plans. : TR
., Public Works Department. Ml O ¢ s 0
., Inspector-General of Ordnance, with & copy of 0:G., No. 3372 gf 1900

o

_Exd’ X Raitt.
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