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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.
23rd April 1881, No. 1,058 W.
” ,Geno:rt“l_.i“” e
Aoconnt.
Read the following paper :— | e |
68, From R, F. CHISHOLM, Esq., Consulting Architect to Government, to
" the Chief Engineer, Pnbﬁn_-ﬁo&s spartment, Buildings and Roads Branch,

dated Chepauk, 5th April 1881, No. . L B

I mavE the honor to report with reference to paragraph 2 of 6.0., No. 810 W.,
dated the 25th instant, that the memorandum drawn up by Deputy Examiner, Mr.
G. Brown, appears to me misleading, and I must beg you to peruse the following
remarks. | T L 03 | .

I gave my Accountant the strictest orders to obey all calls from the central
office 'ofg:hstever nature, and I do my utmost to enforce these orders; if the result
of this action is to clothe me in censure, I can only plead that I am accountantly what
the central office bave made me. g e Al .': :

(a). Cheque s.—Mr. Brown says a few counterfoils were not initialled, evidently
an oversight. : jim B e MR A : : i

I explained to Mr. Brown at the time this was not an oversight. T attach no
importan& whatever to initialling the counterfoil and I know of no order directing it
to be done. My cheque books for the past ten years have varied from four to seven.
I have now six different accounts at three different Banks, and T have never once com-

o

g error except that of using a mngdwguobook,whohhu only ooouned on
gmm in ten years. Under these circumstances 1 object most y to be

represented a8 paying money away in a lax manner by the use of term
i ‘il;t.’;’ouc}un.—-l{r. Brown: says no duplwate vouchers are hknn for payment.
\ (& The Consulting Architect gave orders that they should be obtained and
b - e ch orders. T asked Mr. Brown what b
“bisct to this wording, I did not give su ers. ‘ . Brown what he
: h:d"g(’,ic:, and on his expianation that it was advisable always to keep a copy of
';lm bills in the office, I said * certainly,’ and at once gave orders for it to be done.
Tl:e use of the word * properly " (which T presume should come beford “ obtained”
d not “ filed ) indicates an acknowledgment of error on my part which I do not
:gmit I was never at any time either ordered or requested to keep duplicate bills,
and n;y accounts were last inspected by the central office in May 1874.

(). Register of Works.—Mr. Brown says this book has been improperly kept.
i red this myself in August last. The errors arose originally from the
gentr}dd:)ﬁoo:eof accounts improperly lumping together sub-heads of estimates and
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

23rd April 1881, No. 1,053 W.

General,
Account,

Read the following paper :—

No. 68.  From R, F. CHISHOLM, Esq., Consulting Architect to Government, to
the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, Buildings and Roads Branch,
dated Chepauk, 5th April 1881, No. 11. :

T mave the honor to report with reference to paragraph 2 of G.0., No. 810 W,
datod the 25th instant, that the memorandum drawn up by Deputy Examiner, Mr.
G. Brown, appears to me misleading, and I must beg you to peruse the follo
remarks. o il

I gave my Accountant the strictest orders to obey all calls from the central

|

of whatever nature, and I do my utmost to enforce these orders ; if the result
z?::is action is to clothe me in oensmg, I can only plead that I am accountantly what
the central office bave made me. . ; | ;
(a). Cheques.—Mr. Brown says a few counterfoils were not initialled, evidently
an oversight. A ¥
I explained to Mr. Brown at the time this was not an oversight. I attach no
importance whatever to initialling the counterfoil and I know of no order directing it
to be done. My cheque books for the past ten years have varied from four to seven.
I have now six different accounts at three different Banks, aud I have never once com-
mitted an error except that of using a wrong cheque book, which has only occurred on
two occasions in ten years. Under these circumstances 1 object most strongly to be
represented 83 paying money away in a lax manner by the use of the term
# oversight.” : v
hers.—Mr. Brown says no duplicate vouchers are taken for payment.
i Vo'urche Consulting Architz:t gave l:}rdem that they should be obtained and
. properly filed. » L
I object to this wording, I did not give such orders. I asked Mr. Brown what he
ished done, and on his explanation that it was advisable always to keep a copy of
;1 e bills in the office, T said “ certainly,” and at once gave orders for it to be done.
The use of the word properly ™ (which I presume should come befor  obtained
and not ¢ filed””) indicates an acknowledgment of error on my part which I do not
dmit. I was never at any time either o ered or requested to keep duplicate bills,
:nd u;y accounts were last inspected by the central office in May 1874.

(¢). Register of Works.—Mr. Brown says this book has been improperly kept.
I discovered this myself in August last. The errors arose originally from the

sentral office of accounts improperly lumping together sub-heads of estimates and

.
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I work done sk Bt 1, cr vt

: t paid for be enteroq ;oL 287€@ With the schedule of expenditure.
actual expenditure ? =~ entered in the register, the totals muct?::ﬁdu}""j
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(e). Mr. Brown says

.m“l' 4} £ i v H
Code orders, % irregularitios will bo remedied by the new

Mr. Brown would seem to mean

larities, and yet he is reporting . LAt the irregularities irregu-
porting me to 3 ernme; rities are central office
(/). Work Vuoim.fmr. Bm:: t for their existence ! '

hosptal submitte sinco July lagt, "> O Youcher for the lyingin

This is the date on which

»

i
i . » - i l.‘“" nominal 1 i repa“r
i SAPAT O s &, may e obtained ang Bogt i maedin Bethe
(%). Register of Government b’nildings and
neither have been kept, "¢ postal register, Mr, Brown says

The former 1 know nothing

about ; the
;ﬁﬁgmg:‘;ﬁx a document, To ket tatter 1 yag never asked to keep and I

As a general remumd tok?mmm‘ 8 1 b Y13 simple matter and the fact

. . : 1 would beg & an order, '

periods resul in’ -"‘Sfﬂﬂateﬂut 4 4

ot out of plng’;“ '!‘9;.8‘; .Wndﬁmtory Teport ?:‘ im!PN{tlon of an officer at long

in t < g prin P m\’o}ved ‘pm A m'&ung_ 1f the lgnguage 18
g &I‘ nthD:jc; ‘: d"mgf:l’;d tell him he musty't » “ 80 and see what the Consult-

espectfully solicit that

cancelled, tha ‘ . the m

X re-eﬁ’min:dﬂ;: g:;min;:txr;e;uru lhoulec;nlg?:?&'gm";nlfr. Brown should b;

censured if any irrogularity now poineq fy Mo er offcer, ang et T botld 1o fhes

Wn has been i inue.
certain, be permitted to continue.

y &ibil
up to that date, but a simple finding.fart) ot for i .
pte that date; bul le. fault ire! OF it praotical] the books
higher authority is, in my opinion, mogdishmrz:mtlt%nbim?ins it b g
i of any real value.

Y
——l

ORDER THEREON, 28rd Apri] 1881, N
]

Ix the foregoing letter the Consultin
: i 8 Archi
:)\f ?ephes ‘to tg:d repart on his office by the Il)t:e : .
coounts recorded i 6.0, No. 810 W., dated 258 3¢, LXaminer of Public Works
2. Those replies are noticed below seriatum ol 1881, |
T e conietul o A S 00 matet & e . i
Architect admits the négleot,w?: ap ROTsight, ang a. utt us(‘mltmll}ng
foils be invariably initigljed 18 ﬁ;:u::mclent to dire,ct :hat cthé(’:::::::f
(4). As Mr. Brown here states a fact whicy M N
what the latter objects to, T Chisholm admits, it is
)
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Pusuic Works DeparTMENT, 238D APRIn 1881, No. 1,053 W. 3

e

(¢). The correctness of the Examiner’s statement is apparently admitted, but
Mr. Chisholm states that the irregularity is the fault of the central
office. It is, however, needless to observe that this office exercises no
direct action with reference to the Consulting Architect’s books.

(d). The Examiner’s remarks are correct. In addition to the sub-heads opened
as per abstract estimate, subsidiary sub-heads for all suspense operations
are introduced into the register of works so as to bring out the total
value of work done, ‘

(¢). The Consulting Architect’s remarks are uncalled for.

(f)- The Examiner states'a fact which the Consulting Architect apparently
does not deny. .

(g9). As regards “ materials at site,”” again the Examiner merely makes a
statement of facts. The Consulting Architect omits all reference to the
latter part of the Examiner’s paragraph on the subject, in which, and not
in the first portion, the real irregularity is noticed.

(4). If the Consulting Architeet considered that in the sense of paragraph 1,395
of the Public Works Code he had no such buildings in his charge, it
would have heen sufficient to have so stated the fact. Paragraph 952
of the Code, relative to postal registers however, appears to have been
overlooked by Mr, Chisholm.

3. The tone of the Consulting Architect’s letter is considered unsatisfactory.
The Government Order quoted contains no direct censure of Mr. Chisholm, but
instructs him to take steps for the correction of certain irregularities, the existence of
which he himself admits,

4. The Government, however desirous of affording officers all reasonable latitude
in givin explanations, cannot permit either their own orders or the comments of the
responsible Auditor to be treated with the levity apparent in Mr. Chisholm’s reply, and
they must call upon him to avoid this course in future and give his serious attention
to rectifying the errors pointed out by the Examiner.

(True Extract.)

Captain, R.E.,
Ag. Under Secy, to Govt., P.W.D.

\

the Consulting Architoot to Government.
phe Enminergof Public Works Accounts.

"

Exd. E. C. Shunker.
Spare Copies
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