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but sound work), nor does he consider that tht marked change in all the communi-
cations which must soon follow on the openitg of the canal from the Pdlér to the
Merkanam back-water has been sufficiently takn into account.
5. Whatever money there may be to ig.iare he thinks would be much better
thrown into the early completion of the lattexwork during 1880-81, while the time
thus gained would admit of the whole conditiys gonnected with this bridge being
more carefully studied. 4
6. e has no reason to doubt that by thiowing in cubes or rough stone round {
the shallow sbutments and piors, the bridge wth perhaps some repair to. its wood-
work may be made to last out Tor two or Juree Seasous more. The delay thus
proposed ‘will also have the advantage of pormitiing the iucidence of the charge for
such structure as may eventually be decided on being settled in & manner which it is
to be hoped may be considered satisfactory byithe seversl departments interested in

its execution.

. (Signed) IB. H. SANKEY, Colonel, RE, = -
22nd March 1880. i Chief Engineer, P.W.D,
No. 19. Ogpes TaEgEoN, 6th April 1880, No. 885 W.

Tar Government are of opinion that the design submitted with Major Vibart's
letter No, 926, dated 21at February 1880, for ti;e new bridge at Merkanam, should be
reconsidered under such instructions as the Chigf Engineer may issue, and that in the
meanwhile such temporary expedients may be alopted as are best caleulated to ensure
the present strncture lasting out two or three seasens.

9. The Board of Revenue will be requested to roport their opinion as to the

_ necessity of maintaining a bridge at Merkanam after the canal shall have been opened
the whole way from Madras to that point. }
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