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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Ak : 4 | No. 73)
' TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA.

My Lorp,—We have the honor to forward copy of our Proceedings under date

the 16th December 1879, No. 3,236 W., from which it will be seen that, having in

| view the restriction hy your Lordship of the grant for outlay on Productive Publie
. Works in India, the Supreme Government have been unable to assign a larger sum
: ﬂm seven lakhs for the Madras Harbour Works in 1880-81.

2 The Govemment of India, for the convenience of the Accounts Department,
. dew,ﬁded this year to classify the work <in question as a Productive Public Work, but
we feel confident that your Lordship, when fixing the amount fo be expended on
Pmdmhve Public Works in India during the coming official year, cannot have
i mt.mdad that the progress of the Madras Harbour should be in any way impeded by
t]mse Mders. The work in question stands on a different footing from any-now :in
| course of construction, and, as remarked by Lord Salxsbury in his Despatch of the
Ilth Msatoh 1875, No. 20, Public Works, to the Government of India, the question
i one “ 100 large to be dealt with enly on financial grounds.” il

; T e obwously of the greatest importance that the Harbour should be
i oompletad at the very earliest practicable date, in order that the services of the
expansxve Btaﬁ necessamly malnfumed may be fully utxhsed. .e.lthough a fixed

{i ‘a'ﬁﬁé pﬁgress of whmh is dependant on circumstances of sea and went.w.r ; and

it is for the interests of the Btate to sanction expenditure even in excess of the budget
| grant, &hcmld exceptmmlly fayorable weather permit of more rapid progress than that
estimated. To reduce the outlay as now proposed will inevitably result in the waste
qi a Iarge portmn of the money provided, by the non-employment of the staff and
; detmomﬁon by time and weather of materials, stagings, &c,,~—Which would suffice to
i mmplete the work if it be pmhad forward, but will require eostly replacement if
5 opemuom be pmlunged—-aud may seriously endinger the ultimate result by leaving
: m mcqmplete work expmed to the m&‘wn of storms for a needlessly long period. -
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