


GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

. PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.
22nd October 1880, No. 2,441 W.

I Ge nrera.l'.

Read the following paper :—

. No. 9. From Captain A. AWDRY, R.E., Superintendent of Works, Bucking-

ham Canal, to the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, dated Camp,

Sadras, 26th August 1880, No. 1,489, ‘. R o

" Wirs reference to your No. 415, of the 6th Febiuary 1880, and to my No. 3,961
(paragraphs 1 to 3) and No. 794, of the 28th February and 14th June res pectively,
1 have the honor to forward copies of eg;;mpond@eg,m} the subject of the purchase
of the special boats, which has passed between the Private Secretary to His Grace

the Governor and myself. ' ik i
2. Applications have from time to time, at considerable intervals, been made to
‘me for permissivn to use the special boats fitted up at a cost of Rs. 5,102-14-0, which

| "."““‘amoun!iwas’o{iglnall.[yﬂ'i ted with the Workshops by me, but has since been repaid®

~ ment

by the Private Seorotary to His Grace. The boats therefore belong to Govern-.
Hya’une,and applicants for use of them have always been referred by me to the

 Privato Searctary.

3. Coptain Hankin, in his letter of the 25¢h June, requests me to inform him

" what I consider would be a fair price at which to transfer the boats from Govern-

ment House to the Canal, as it is not convenient for the arrangements for letting them

 ont on hire to be managed from Government House. -

4. To this I replied, on the 14th ultimo, pointing out that the hoats are not gf

a description which would be suitable to the ordinary use of officers travelling &.

the canal, but suggesting that the boats might be considered as worth Rs. 2,420, and

" that (as they would require certain alterations and a boat-house roofed in to keep
4 themg an allotment of Rs. 4,000 should be made to me if T was to purchase them.

5. In rpply to this the Private Secratary wrote fo me, under date the 17th July,
informing me that His Gifhee the Governor considered that Rs. 2,820 (“or, say,
Rs. 3,000, ghould be the price at which the boats were to be sold.

' 8. @ héve ibe honor therefors to request that I may be furnished with a special
allotment of moqa{efor this purpose, and that the rate at which the boats may be let
 put for hire mayg be communicated fo me. 1 should however point out that, as the
hoats will be of little use to the canal and the hire of them will not pay interest on
their cost as well as providing & sinking fund for replacing them when worn out,
it will be advisable that the capital outlay for their purchase should not be charged
to ‘the canal estimafe; at the same time the Government House funds for any one
- year can hardly be expected to pay the whole cost of boats, which will doubtless be
of use in future years if His Grace or any future Governors wish to travel along the
" canal. 1 wounld therefore suggest most respectfully that a special allotment of funds
should be made for the purchase of the boats independently of the canal funds. -

t
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