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PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

15th February 1881, No. 209.

Natives of Indis.
Read the following paper :—

No. 66.  Extract pavagraphs 3 to 6 of a letter from Her Muygesty’s Secretary of State
for India, fo His Excellency the Right Honorable the Governor of Bombay in
Couneil, dated India Office, London, 14th October 1880, No. 10 (Public).

Paga. 3. It has been thought by Her Majesty’s Government in a high degree
expedient, for political and financial reasons, of! which your Excellency will readily
a}»prehend the importance, to employ, as far as possible, the services of qualified natives
of India in the Civil administration of their country, even though, in some instances,

and in the earlier stages of the undertaking, such services may appear not so certainly
officient or satisfactory as the services of English candidates for office.

4, Actual experience has shown that where Englishmen compete before their

own countrymen with natives of India for offieial.ppatronage, they are apt to prevail

in the competition more generally than is consistent, not perhaps always with their
relative fitness, but certainly with the possibility of such a complete adoption as could
be wished of the policy of preferring competent natives. It is most true, as your
Excellency represents, that of the sons of Civil and Military Officers, for whom their
parents have found a difficulty in providing, there is always in India an abundant
supply, incessantly solicitous for patronage, sometimes very fit for it, and usually very
powerfully backed and recommended, whether fit or not. To these local claimants
are not unfrequently added others as pressing and as difficult to set aside, but recom-
mended chiefly by personal, and sometimes by political interest, such as can never be
entirely excluded, and is sometimes difficult to resist. The result, in practice, has
been that, with the best intentions, the dispensers of local patronage find themselves
liable to be turned aside from the duties they bad prescribed to themselves, and thus
the strict observance of the declared poligy is often impaired and obstructed. It was
to remove more completely the obstacles which had been shown to exist to the complete
application of this policy, and thus fo assist the Local Governments in this not the
easiest part of their duties that Her Majesty’s Government thought it advisable to
insist, in appointments to the higher offices in the Uncovenanted Service, on the
observance of the principle above mentioned, and to extend it to all offices of that class
carrying a salary higher than Rs. 200 a-month, with certain specified exceptions.
B, There are, doubtless, as your Excellency remarks, occasions where the strictness
of this rule may properly be waived in consideration of special circumstances. But
these are provided for by the opportunity given for reference, in exceptional cases, to
the Secretary of State in Council, so that on this head no difficulty need occur.

6. I may add that, antecedently alt(\gethér_ to any policy of employing Natives

in preference to Europeans, and quite independently of that policy, it had been a

long established constitutional maxim of Anglo-Indian Government to discourage and
srevent the initial selection of Europeans by the Governments in India, for admission

into the more important offices in their service, reserving that selection always for

the authorities in England, but leavigg the location, distribution, and promotion of
such Europeans, when once admitted into the gervice, to the entire discretion of the
Local Governments, It is an historical fact that the observance of this wholesome
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