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8th April 1879, No. 1,111 W.

General. !
Account.
Read the following paper :—

No. 115.  From Colonel J. J. McLEOD INNES, R.E., Deputy Secretary oy the
Government of India, Public Works Department (Account—General ), 8 the
Secretary to the Government of Madras, Public Works Department,
Fort William, 18th March 1879, No. 123 A.—G.

Tur report of the inspection of the Office of the Examiner of Public Works
Accounts &t Madras in November last by the Accountant-General, Public Works
Department, has brought forward several points to which the Government of India
dosires to invite the attention of His Grace the Governor in Council. .

5. The settlement of the enhanced land-revenue to be credited to Irrigation
which is now in hand is & most important and urgent subject. It is understood that
it has now been entrusted to the Collectors of Districts, and that a set of rules has
been drawn up and issued for their guidance in making out the caleulations. But it
i« not known how far this work has advanced in the several districts concerned, and
I am therefore to inquire what m-mmgement-im have beet; gadr:ﬁrmfwatehing and
ensuring its steady progress, and to request that a copy of the il ‘referred to may

i ! e Tat odwa{ progress reports should bo
required, T am to say, from the District Officers, and copies of them should be tnm:ézhed

{0 the Examiner of Public Works Accounts.

3. The amounts of the credits to Irrigation works as settled by the Collegtors
of Districts should be connected with the amounts entered in former stateme of
irrigation revenue. This subject is being discussed more fully in a separate com-
munication. ' ,

4. The accounts of expenditure on famine relief works are reported fo be in
proper order and up to date, but it appears from the classification adopted in the
Examiner’s Office that the Public Works Department is being debited with outlay on
works which eannot be classed as useful or effective. This I am to observe was never
intended, and no such charges should under any circumstances be admitted as debits
to Impenal Publie Works. : _ '

5. Tn the case of works commenced for famine relief which are likely to cost
more than the Madras Government can sanction, no further expenditure, Ism directed
to sy, shouid be incurred until estimates for them have been sanctioned under com-
petent authority, '

6. The Accountant-General has brought to_ the notice of Government that
money granted. far one of the three services, Imperial, Provineial or Local, is
frequently expended by the Exccutive Officers on’ another of the services, and that
notwithstanding frequent report:%ths Examiner of Accounts no measures have beeny,
taken for putting u stop to the practice that have proved effective ; no petalties have
been inflicted for the improper or wnauthorized appropriation of funds. I amgto

request that this matler may have the serious attention of the Government of

hﬁﬁ@tas. The ehief difﬁm{iy in effectuzlly checking these irregularities appears to '
¢ in the system under which the same officer has charge of all the works whether
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