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'." Read the following paper:— .- . T Sl 4
' No.-313. . From Major IL W. WOOD, R.E,, District Engineer, Vizagapatam, to
; _the Chief Engineer, .AI"u‘bhc Works Department, Buildings and Reads
Branch, dated Wallair, 3rd May 1878, No, 243. S c

b >4'<,:‘f

- ! .

T Wit reference to ,'6".().,I 17th October i877, F.R. No. 2,377, I have the honor
. to ‘submit a plan (sent.by a separate packet) with-sections of that portion of the
. Vizagapatam backwater which may be required to be excavated by famine labor.”
2, An .estimate for the work'is also herewith- forwarded. - Assuming that

the excavation is taken to a depth of one foot only below niean low water, or about
four inches and a quarter below lowest low water, the cost will be Rupees 1,08,550.

. If, however, the excavation be made to a depth of one and a half feet below mean low -

water level, or about ten inches and-a quarter below lowest low-water level, the
cost will be Rupecs 31,503 in addition, or in all Rupees 1,40,053. '

while in the decper excavation it s about 41 cubic yards for a Rupee. ' These rates may
seem excessively high, but if necessary they can be reduced. ' The reason of the rates
being so high is that the excavated soil is’ supposed to be earried by women and
children. 1f long wooden treughs or shoots into which the soil could be hoisted and
- swept inland by a contintous stream’ of water raised by means of picottahs from

the backwater (vide sketch) were adopted, the cost of excavating the portion of .
-+ the backwater in qiestion would no doubt be very considerably reduced, In event,,

-
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