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GOVERNMENT UF MADRAS

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

17th May 1878, No. 2,183 W.

General.
Account,

Read the following paper ——

No. 194 From Major J PENNYCUICK, R &, District Enginecr, Salem, to ths
Clief Engineer, Public Works Department, dated Womalcre, 10th May 1878,

Nou 41 SL.

1 mave the homor to forward a copy of a 1eport received from Mr. Assistant
Enginecr Wyatt of an attempt at robbery trom his hut at Daroor

2. 'Tho cash-chest riferted to is a large wron safe much too hcavy to be carmed
oft by any reasonable number of thieves , there 18 somellung admurably uudacious m the
maw's frst stealing Mr Wyalt's dospatch box with the keys of the cash-chest an 1t
and then comny back at his lowsure to open tha latter,

3 The Superintendent of Police Las been' addiessed on the subject of furmshing
a guard , 1t 1s to be Loped that Mr. Wyatt’s antiepation of an attack by “an mwed
baafl ' w1ll not Le reolazed

R

¢
ol
Trom J ¢ WYATT Eag, Aswstent Tlagmeor 3a ¢b e of Ts:xatn« gherry Sub-divio un, to the
Trrcudive Eugueer, Uesion Tns1s.0m, dated Daroor, &1th May 1578, No 80

I 1svE the Lonor to report that this mormung nt gbout 2 o'clock & mod darg attemnt was
male {o rob the (vernment Lreaddie cuost. My bed was pluced across the dourway of ny it
ihe esh-cLest was ab tho other end ot tho room and 2 talle 1 the rentio

2 Y was awakenol fiom sleop by a strenge noise and on Dowing towards cash-chest, tue
diection from which the sound come, Cheerved & nacve with zol turban head peeping ovor the
inble st mo I mmst have attracted the quar’s attertion in twning round 1 bed , for, as T wng
nanT, thy man jumped up, boundad across ‘tho roorg and loap‘(‘d throug‘h the window I 2ad no
fime o size him, but pursael 1in throagh the doorway, W ale my aiarm soou brought all ths
servants to the spot

3 Ram had fo'len m the aftornoon, and the nighl bang dark and Jloudy the man
succeeded 10 effecting his escape

4  After o frmutloss search I retumed to my room to asc:rtmn if anythirg was muswng, and
was aslonshed to find my despateh box had gone ke thiel’s object 1n taking the box wnstanily
etrw k mo, aud leaving two men t0 guard the cash-clest I set out m svarch of my box  In ebout
half an hour tne box was found at the foot ot the low hall behind my tent with its coutents scar
tured il over tho groand , the box had been cut open with & dusel or other sharp til, 1t was
catanly not smashed with a heavy afone, and govecal private valualles werostolen Most of
ry paporsand the cheque books wexe, howevcr, left untouched , the keys of the treaswre T cstwern
not to be found  The bald villaun, aiter foraing open the deSpatch box and geinn g posseswion of
the ksys, bad returnel to open the cash-chest, and 1t was his unsuceessfur attempt to turn the
key (the lock 1s opened by & poouhar method) and the nose occasiorod 1 his vam endeavors
to twin the bolts that awoke me 1 the vory mck ot hime

5  Asfuras I am awarothe chest has not been opencd, but the koys have nol been recovereld
¢ The case 1s now m the hands of the Head Constable of Erramathur and fou. men are1n
custody o : ‘

7 The lock of cash-chest was goaled by mo this evenag n tue prosense of the Iead

1~
Constable wiv also placed four acala 1 the vafe
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2 Pusric Worgs Depsrruest, 17T Mav 1873, No. 2,188 W.

A I

8  Asthe Head Constable at Errimuthur has refused to take charge of the chest and fu:'theri ‘
more expressed h.s .nability to furnish a smitabls guard (he cffered to send one Constab'e) , ;
have determmed to sond the cash-chest to, and place 1t i charge ot, the Pelice Incpeetor €
Xistnagherry, 1t 1s mmpossible fur me to retan any longer a cash-chest tho keys of which have
peexi1 st:lon » atany moment an armed band may storm my hut and extract by fores the treas.ro .
in ches

9 Meanwhils I beg you wall supply me at once with another safe

10 I also beg to advice having arranged to entertain in anﬁc{pahon of firmal sanclion l; ' ’
treasure guard composed of s pensioned sepoys I shall, however, feel vhhged if you ean procur |
for me a Pohice guard, as I sometiraes have Rupecs 4,000 1 the chest

11 In conclasion, I beg to encloss a copy of my cash book showing the mozey tra nsact1on '
and cash balance to 3rd May 1878

12 A copy of this lotter has been sent to the Superintendent of Police at Trpatore, who Las
beer: roquested to maks speual inquiries 1nto tho case
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No 105. Orper ToEREON, 17th May 1878, No. 2,188 W.
* Rrcorpep pending further report
(True Extract) ,
Siemed E. A. FOORD, Coloncl, RE,
! l (bigned Secretary to Govt, P W D-
(True Copy.) |
| |
‘ ¢ .
Major, R E,
! r
' Under Secy. to Govt, BV D. | |
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