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‘GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

9th May 1878, No. 2,098 W.

Buildings and Roads-

' . .- Military Works-
Ttead the following paper:— - - ) |
No. 90. | From E.1IL PRINGLE, Fsq., District Engineer, South Canara, to the

Chief Engineer, Buildings and Roads, dated I\Ia}lgalore, 20th April 1878,

No. b. ‘
I mave the honor to report that two military buildings, the place-of-arms, and
the tent godown have been considerably damaged by lightaing during a heavy
thunder storm last night.

9. The first building was struck at the west hip, the rafters of one couple
completely destroyed, the laterite and plaster of the walls torn and pierced in many
places, and the accoutrements hanging on the wall damaged. The electricity passed
to the ground by three different chonnels, killing a cow that had taken refuge in the
verandoh. Ball cartridges remained unexploded in cartoueh boxes, the metal lining
of which formed part of the path of the lightnirg. The tent godown was struek in
two places ; both tunber and masoury suffering considerably. Part of one flush passed
down a ra‘ter to the front wall, pierced it and descended to the ground Ly the
bayonet and rifle’of the sentry who was killed ; a second sentry also in the verauduh
was struck down insensible at the same time. Neither of the buildings that have
been struck are particularly prominent and the place-of-arms has large trees and a
more lofty building close to it. - ' '\

. . ey . . L4 k :

3. The amount of atmospheric electricity this year13 unusually great. There

have been many severe storms in the district lately, and the lightning last night was
almost incessant for some hours. ‘

4. T am taking steps to at once provide those of the prineipal public buildings

remaining unprotected with conductors. In aecordance Wit}l (.0., No. 1,511, dated
19th June 1876, a full report on the two cases will be submitted. shortly.
. ‘ \ .

+

No. 91. Onpe THEszos, 9t May 1878, No, 2,008 W.

ECORDED, péndin.g reccip¥ of the detailed report on the effects of the lightning

discharge. ' ‘ |
: : (True Extract.) ,

o (Sigoed)  E. A. FOORD, R.E,,

- , , Secretary to Gort.,, P.W.D.

1
»

T o"the District Engineer, South Canara.
. »  Military Department.

* Esd. E. C. Shunker
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