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e  PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT:.
! ‘ : Lo ‘r‘h‘:l‘ - ; . .“
e | ‘ ... 3rd May 1878, No. 2,026 W. " '
E o R I .+, General o
? 1' ‘ . B : A Establishment.i
o - . -Bead the following paper:— . Le .
S No. 19. - Endorsement of the Secretary to_Government, - Military Department,
Sl c o dated Ootacamund, 20th ~Apr11{1878,'N0_‘. 1,048. - - oo
3 " From Colgnel H. N. D, PRENDERGAST, R.E., Commandant, “Queen’s Own” Sippers -
o o " and Miners, to the Adjutant-General, ‘Madras Afmy, dated Baugalore, 8th
I . April 1878, No. 84t . - - o S e T
o . ; T , 1 maAVE the honor to request that you will favor me by moving Government to
L * allow Serjeant Price, R.E., as a special case, to enter the Department Public Works,
L L . ?i‘vitlzout passing through the Civil Engineering College or passing. the Oyerseer’s -
-t g Test, .. - . ! T L Vo
T .- 2. Serjeant Price came out to India in QIas's‘C,' and passed his Entianée'Exanﬁ_
‘ " pation for the Civil Enginecring College in May 1876 ; after that he shonld have spent
; i [ ayearat Bangalore to. learn Tamil ; but when Overseers were urgently required for
4« 7 . .the East Coast Canal, he was appointed as g, -temporary Overseer in’ G.0., No. 328, -
;i <. dated 25th January 1877, and has apparently done good scrvice on the. Buckinghaim
£: ' "Canal and in North Arcot till the end of March 1878.° ¢ ~ .~ . M
‘fz i . . 3. On theTch June 1877 the District : Engineer of Nellore ,:“’r,ofé""cb Govcm. N
A P ment to recommend that the Serjeant should be egi?mpted from passing the prescribed
- " test for Taluq Overseer, praising bim’ for his aptmty, s_steadmess, a-n'd g‘t_tention to his
R - work, and stating that it would be almost ‘wasting his time and service if 'he were sent
iAo “;;“to"theCollege. R S T e
7 0. 4 In reply to'this the Government Order, Public Works Department, No. 285,
Lol dated 22nd June 1877, states that * Serjeant Price, R.E., has been appointed to the -
' Public Works Department on special duty. . Pending the completion of the work on |
| * 7« ' which he is engaged, it is premature to propose his exemption from the Engineering.- -
‘ ’ { » College Test with a view to his permanent employment on the effective strength of
: L \ 9 ! . thedepartment, more especially as there are at present 12 men of Class B unabsorbed.”
‘ i 4 S - 1 { © . 1.5, Serjeant Prico served with a reputation for zeal, energy, and jzood conduct on
' ;. the Buckingham Canal till- February 1878, when he was transferred to the regret of - ‘
4 R the District Engineer of the canal for famine duty in North Arcot. " - ‘ B
!'I' b ‘ "+ 6. In March 1878 the Serjeant was permitted to give up his temporary employ-
IS ment in the Department Public Works with a view to entering the Civil Engineering

College, and has reported his arrival at head-quarters, “Quecn’s Own” Sappers and
Miners, on the 1st instant. = . . e ' N S
7.7 1f the famine had not occurred or if the Scrjeant had not been employed on
the canal he would have joined the Civil Engineerng College in August 1877 and
assed as an Oversecr in May 1879, after *having lived in comfort at Bangalore and
‘ Iaia(}';‘as.' “ S P R =
- 8. .The Serjeant, however,’ responded to the call for European Overscers and |
worked with energy and success in . the hot and -unhealthy district of Nellore, and,
though apparently quite fit for the post of Overseer, will have to join the Civii
GETRR EE S o '~ Engincering College with the prospect of .
) » I{ the courtse, in exthg; case lasts a year. pbtaini ng h?s cortificate in 188%,* pect Of‘_'
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2 PusLic Wonks DEpARTMENT, 3ED MaY 1878, No. 2,025 W. ‘ . ' , ' =

9 Thus it would seem that the reward of 14 months’- good service i3 a foss of ‘ ' : ' \
14 months’ seniority in the Public Works Department. . S : - ‘
10. Government Order, Public Works Department, No. 285, dated' 22nd June - : o ~-
1877, seems to imply that the Serjeant’s exemption from examination would be : . » ) ' ' V4
© considered on the colnpletion of the Buckingham Canal, and I trust that Ilis Excel- . : \ 4
_ leney the Commander-in-Chief will deem this a suitable time to move Government to ~ : oo |
.consider the Serjeant’s case. - - “ ! o v ' ‘

- .11, It might be thought that tile.Serje;mt should not have wished to resigﬁ
his employment in the North Arcot District, but if he had not done so he would have
- grown too old for admission into the College, as he i3 now 24 . years 3 months and

e~
.
=
saih,

21 days old, and would thus have forfeited all his prospects of promotion in the y
- Department Public Works, the limit of age for admission being 25 years. s " %
- , . - - . . - . ’ ! '
T : - T o i
No. 170. e o .k - | . , | |
‘Svearrrep for the orders of Government. | ' . |
| ' .. (Byorder) s L | :
Forr &z. Groncr, . © (Signed) A, R. CLEPIIANE, Colonel : B . \ g
: : Q- . . 3 4 ¢ - !
11ith Apn} 1848.;, B ‘ - o Deputy Adjuzgant-GeneraL : ! ' T L ' C .
- To the S_ebretary to Goverpment, Military Dopartment. L ‘ ( . : Ut ‘ \ ‘ ~
. - - i - ) i ¥ - ‘ . ) ; ; ﬁ
+_+ TRANSPERRED to the Public Works Department, ‘
L (By Order.) L o ;
- . (Signed)*  J. MICHAEL, Colonel, ; \ S : , ]
S : . Bueretary to Government. | I : S . : ‘ _—
I‘«"o.r 20.; SR Op.pgn II:IIERI?O‘.\",’ 3rd May‘ 1878, No. 2,02{3-W_ : »e .
Tur Government admit the force of Colonel Prendergast’s remarks and consent, .
asa special case, to exempt Serjeant _I’rice from the Overseer’s Test. - - ; \ ‘ t
2. He must address District Engincers with the view to obtain employment in ‘ S
- the Department. ‘ L o _ Lo | . : j
, 3.. Government Order, No. 1,800 W, of the 11th’ April, will be considered as - ' . Y
~ cancelled. , - ‘ R U : ‘ :
‘ .+ (True Extract) - . A S | / .
(Signed)  E. A.FOORD, Colonl, R, - ' - 5 R
L Sceretary to Govt,, P.W.D. * : o L v i
(True Copy.) ' 2 | i : '
Sl . ' f :
o |
L. Major, RE, :
. & | - Under Secy. to Govt., P.W.D. /
~To the Military Department. . e - : ? : L ‘
" »  Essminer o Publio Works Accounts. . - = - L - N . ' '
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