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| ' GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS, . - :

PUBLIC WOREKS DEPARTMENT.

20th April 1878, No. 1,915 W. -

- . ..,  General
g . S Account-
Read the following papers :— ‘

No. 222.  From J. I, TAYLOR, Fsq., Lieﬁ"ﬁcnant, R.N.R, Master Attendant,
o Administrative Department, Madras, to the Secretary to Government, Public
Works Department, dated Madras, 5th March 1878, No. 1,887. ‘

T mave the honor ta report that having endeavored several times of late to
utilise the canals leading from Madras for the purposes of inspection of minor ports
and lighthouscs in my department, mnot accessible by ses, I have found great .
inconvenience from the want of any rule of tho rpad or any regular custom defining
the proper action to be taken by meeting boats. ' I would beg to suggest that such
a law be framed, as it is probable if the canals arc at some future period opened right
"~ through the town incessant qudrrels and accidents will arise- as traffic increases for
want.of such regulations. ~As matters stand the largest hoats or the one least likely to -
; incur injury commands the situation; and, though being mysclf ignorant of the
languages, I am informed that the expressions used by the boatmen in reply to any
request for free space or fassage are worthy of Billingsgate, and calculated, if under-
stood, to lead to breaches of the peace. Moreover, 1o action for damage could well be
maintained without some law. The best regulation would, perhaps, be the one used at
sea, which provides that the helm shall be ported and the vessels pass one another on
their respective left hands. This is in opposition to the rules of driving vehicles, but
- I think it more likely to be quickly understood, as whatever the expression for porting |
helm in the vernacular be it would soon become a houschold word; also I would beg -
to draw attention to the incivility and indifference of boatmen who are obstructing the
passage, which very frequently occurs ; they might be fined on production of evidence.
Also some officer might be appointed to reccive complaints regarding eonservancy.
On one visit 1 paid three weeks ago up the North Canal, at one of the bridges close to
Madras I found a very large boat water-logged lying right across the piers of the.
bridges ; as there was a wind and slight drift running my men had great difficulty
in freeing the passage ; on another trip last Saturday a water-logged boat was lying in
the canal in the fairway, and my men assured me it was the same. Again, cn coming
up from Covelong, I found a fleet of loaded salt-boats blocking up the whole canal, the -
leading boat, which was a very large one, out of all proportion to‘the canal, being fast, |
. aground in the middle. - T begged the Police in charge to allow it to be lightened

- and removed to a broader portion of the canal and then refilled so as to allow the
“ road to be freed, They refused, saying their orders were that the sult should not be
~ touched, and if it was for a wéek the encumbrauce must remain.. : I only gotthrough
by collecting all the'men of the twelve other beats and bodily earrying mine round
~ the obstructing oue. < I think T have 'shown enough to preve that some stringent
regulations are necessary if the canals are to be useful as highways. :

i i

No. 222-A. From J, O'SITAUGHNESSY, Esq., District Ingiueer, Nellore, to the
© Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, dated Nellore, 13th March
1878, No. 4,286. . | : X ‘

‘, Ix reply to §0ui‘ memorandum, dated the 5th instant, No. 1,1 52, T have the honor
to report that tolls can be couvcniently levied on boats using the DBuckingham
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Canal at Kx'istnapatarﬁ, Tummalapenta, and Kanuparthy,  If the toll system is iniro- §

4.
-

e R e e o P B

duced in preference to the license system, I would recommend a toll at Cushah also¥™
+ this would divide the canal into reaches of about 50 miles each, and except at Cusbah
“there are treasuries at the stations sclected in which the collections could be conveni-
ently lodged. - o o

2. T have been collecting information with ‘.a view of making proposals on this !
subject, and so far as I am able to offer an opinion. at present I prefor the license
 system as more easily and safely managed and less troublesome to boat-ownors. ‘

" 3, T would, however, raise the scale of fees at present levied in tho Godavery !
and the Kistna, and once 4 boat is lcensed I would let it go anywhero the owner { . : -
pleased to take it., Besides the license fee I would levy something in the shape of

.*Port Dues” on a small scale for loading and discharging at certain sclected places
where roads lsad to and take away'from the canal and where basing should be
"constructed for the convenience of boat traffic. [ Co

4. This is o mere outline of what I have infended to propose, and Aif it is
approved I shall giye it more in detail as soon as possible. . " : ‘ ‘

- 5. Doat building even at comparatively small villages is progressing in a very .
- satisfactory manner, and boat-hire has. increased which is also a promising feature in
" the prospects of the canal.” The salt traffic of this district is capabla of large extousion,
and now that salt can be taken to Madrag and sent inland by rail instead of on donkeys

; and bullocks T anticipate a large increase of salt as well as canal revenue, IR

" ."6. The full benefit of the canal will not, however, bs arrived at until tile lock at
the junction with the Commamore Canal is constructed. S

R

No. 223. . Orosr Tzruoy, 20th April 1878, No. 1,915 W. P o

‘ Tre general question of levying tolls on the canals being now under consideration |
*  of Government in the Revenue Department, these papers will be transferred to that |

- Department. . . S o ‘
‘ o . (True Extract.) = . - ' e 4
. |'(Signed) E. A FOORD, Colonel, R.E, |
‘ IR L - Becretary to Government, P.W.D, )
. © 40 (True Copy.) | R *
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