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- Read the following paperi—

No. 363. From Major J. I’RNNYCUICI;’, R.Jo, District Bogineer, Salem, to the
Chief Engineer, Public Works Depurtment, dated Salem, 14th March 1578,
No. 230 8.L. o

’ H

1 pavE the honar to report that notling further has yet been discovered regarding
the origin of the fire i1 the Sulem Divisional offise, the cccurrence of which has,
1 believe, already been reported to you by the officer in ::hm'ge.

9. On my rcturn here yesterday, 1 found the two rooms generally used by
the division and my own office sealed up, and the rocords, partly in these rooms
and partly in the verandahs and my own oflice-room, all in the most extraordinary state
of confusion, my own office pecple working in the verandah and the Hangs office
apparently broken up altogether. - ‘

3. It is not at all clear what object was expected to be gained by scaling up the
rooms, especially 2a a large portiou of the records had beeu tuken out, und those locked
up had no particular significance, and the Superintendent of Police, who had also just
returaed, at once agreed thot there was no reason why the roous should not be opened,
which was accordingly done ; it will, however, be svme days before they are fit for use, '
as & portion of the roof had been taken off, or rather brokea through, in order
that water might be thrown 1n; the ground is covered with the debris, and the
walls, floor, and one window have been damaged by the fire. -

4. 1t appears that the Sre was confined to onc corner of the room, and the papers
Yurnt, and of which reinains are found, do not appear to be of any importauce.

§. The really important Joss is that of the cash-book and vouchers for January
which have altogether disappeared, leaving no trace behind them ) I do not for
« moment believe that they have been burnt, nor does Major Hodges. The fire only
lasted a short time and could never have becn very intense; the loose files (bundles
tied up with tape) that formed the greater part of the fuel have been for the most purt
only-partially destroged, the edges having been burpt and the centres left as always
Lappens with folded or bound papers. Even amongst those that have been reduced to
tinder, it is still possible by careful examination to make out what was printed on them,
and a carcful scarch has found rothing that appears to have furmed a part of either cash-
book er voucher. Any one who knows Low difficult it is to burn a bound book will
be quite gure that a large cash—bqok could not have been so utterly destroyed as to leave
no trace pehind it, and the thick leather covers would certainly not be vaporised
by such a fire a3 the oae in question,

6. 'The isfercnce of course is that the papers mentioned were stolen and the fire
lighted to induce the belief that they had been destroyed.

7. As yet no list has been made of the papers lost or destroyed, and making ore
will give some trouble owing to the injudicious course adopted of mixing up all
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the records together and locking up the place without previously ascertaining what the 3
actual damage was, -

L

. 8. Urfertunately the officer who was officiating as Superintendent of Police o
: (Mr. Thomas) when the five took place has just left, Major Hodges having returned, s
. and Mr. tkrine, the Additional Sub-Collector, who began ‘the inquiry, is ill, but further i
o [ Inquiry will of course be made. As yet snspicion has only fallen on one person whom

;- o Lwi L not pame st present, as the evidence to eouncet him with the atfair appears to be i
-7 1 of the flimsiest description. ‘

‘qk‘l\.-
-

. g The Deputy Examiner ¢f Public Works Accounts is to bo here to-morrow to
:» exanune the books that are left ; Mr, Hughes’ artion in asking that this examination
: might be made was judicious, but I am wnable to approve of his having practically
suspended the whole of his own office establishment ; there is nothing at present
- 1o connect any ano of them with the fire, and the result has been to throw his cifies
. Jwork into the greatest possible confusion without, so fur as I can see, any compensating -
advantage. If any of these men had any thing to do with the matter evidence against .
them is not likely to be obtained by letting them all remain at home for a week doing
:;; nothing end subjeet to no supervision. It would have been much more sensible tolet .
* them go en workiug as usual pending inquiry. ‘
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SR (True Extract.)

e )  (Signed) E.A.FOORD, Celonel, R.E,
“ : _ ‘ ', Secretary to Government, T.W.D.
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