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19th March 1878, No. 1,424 T,

,‘ General, .
Establishment,
Read the following paper ;-

No. 303.  * From Major L CONWAY-GORDOX, R.E, Examiner of Publis Works
"Accounts, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, -

.General Branch, dated Chepauk, 2nd March 1878, No. 216 W.

I mave the houor to forward, for the orders of Government, the accompanying

correspondence as detailed below (in original to be returned ‘when done with),
with reference to the suspension of the late Accountant of the Bangalore Division,

2. The facts connected with II, Vencoba Row, late Accountant at Bangalore, are.

briefly as follow :— -

Last October certain frauds were discovered at Bangaloro in eonnection with the

supply of materials from one of the Public Works Contractors, and Vencoba Row, then
Acecuntant of the Division, was supposed by the then District Engincer, Major Vibart,
to have been an accessory in the frand. On what evidence the allegation was made T
know not, as this evidence has never becn communicated to me, - ,

3. On this general charge, however, the Accountant was suspended on the ¢th
October 1877 by the District Enginecr, and, pending further investigation, I confirmed
the action of the District Engincer. On Colonel Moberly taking over charge of
the district in November 1877, the Accountant, without any further evidence being
produced against him, was summarily dismissed. I was then forced to interfore and

to point out that, as Vencoba Row wus a Gazetted,Accountant, the District Engineer’s

action was altogether wlird vires, no authority short of Government having authority
to dismiss a Gazetted Accountant. o R o

In pointing this out to the District Engincer I added that the Accountant's
suspension allowanco should be regularly drawn in the salary bill of the division, ,

4. I now learn that the Accountant is dead, and - that 1o suspension allowance -
* had been disbursed to him since Qctober 31st. On reviewing the circumstances of the

case, I cannot help thinking that the man, on the whole, has been somewhat harshly
treated by the local authorities. b e , :

9. With a view of supporting loeal authority, I shoﬁld never hesitate to

confirm any order passed by a* District Engincer suspending an Acoountant, althsugh -
such an order should more properly be initiated by this office on the representation of
the District Engineer.  Dut, on the other hand, T think, that when such an order i

2]

passed by a District Xngincer, this office may fairly expect to be furnished by him with

information as to the charge laid against the Accountant, sufficiently definite at least . -

to allow of the man being placed on his defence and the chargoe generally investizated.

And it might further be expected that befors the erder of suspension is passed some .
consideratiou should be paid to the man’s position in the department and to his previcus

good service, - . o \ ; .
- 6. The course taken by the District Engineer in this caso places this office in

the most awkward position conceivable, The Accountant is enabled to write 10 me a8

he does write in his letter of the Tth February, that the matter has beon investignted
for Jour months, and that after striet scrutiny “ nothing has transpired, as indeed

«
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