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Proceez[mys of Uae Madras Gorf’mmem‘ Pubhc TVor s D()przrtme)z:f

y , 6th March 13 \o. 755. L e

Ce i . . B . S e T f,\ ,"
114. Read the followm ondorqement of the Clnef Secrctary to Government
Tinaneial Depqrtment ‘dated 1‘7th beruary 1877, No. 344 :— ', -

From ‘the on. P. MACFADY h’\* Chalrman, Chamber of Commerce, to ih_c
" W. HUDLESTON, Clioef Secretary to Govemment Fort St Georo'e, &a»ecl

y,

4
e

A o e e SocntoR
m‘-m\—-w—_.,, ¥
—

R

S Mad,ms, lOth I*ebruary 1877, ',,_ Lo ] T
“Tug members of the Chamf)er desire me to invite - th 6 attentmn of the \Iadras
Government to the pressing need that exists for mcreasmn' the means of transport of
gram ‘ou the \orth West Line of the ’\Iadras leway A very hrae portion ‘of the-
* grain now miportcd into Madras 1», as you are awa're d«,s*med for the dxktrmts 1
iv 7., bordering on this hue, and it is only necessary 1 to compare the enormous stocks now .. !
S ~ lying in- Madras (es’tzmated at about 150, 000 tons) with the camparahvely small“\",_‘j
: - amount despatched weekly by the Madras Railway into the interior, to seé that unless
S some considerable augmentation of traffic can be ensured the aﬁected dlstncts cannot .
‘. . enjoythe advantages of plentiful snppheq of food, and the mterests of pnvate traders,
~: . who Liave been largely 1mp01tm grain for consmument to those dxstncts, must be '

¢ '

ol

.
ey

g

foG L premdlclally affected, _ " S B ‘ ‘ DR
o -2, The Chambcr urge the cenmdamtmn of th::s subgpct ad the more eamestlv
AR because ﬂley observe that whlle, as one reault of Sir Richard Temp}e s visit to "‘wiauras, .
' a laudable effort has beou mad o muease mpphes of grain by the Grredt ‘I;xrdian .
R P emnsula Rallway, the vory mmsures taken to effect that end have resulted in Weaken‘ -
p .~ ing the resources of the. Madras Railway at a pomt Where, it scems 'to the Chamber,\ ‘
o+ they should be apphed to the utmost of. their power. - Probably “at o place in Indm '
. is there, at the present moment ‘sueh an accumulatwn of grain- as i3 now, store& in

a

- Madras. .The beach from Royapoomm to the Fort is- crowded Wlth gram bao's, to:
SO the. mcom'emcnee of ordmary traffic and to no httle detmmenf 1tj. is beheved of thef‘
.1 health of the cuy ; overy avaﬂable godo wa is :tored Wzth ﬂ'z‘ain, ‘and ﬁiﬂ S"‘R Got;axg\rs
o Btation s stock 1 with s*u{ﬁ%ent supphes to keep tﬂe leway emplay ed for severa ral

e days. It seems to the Chamber a soh»ewdont propcsmon thau, Madras bunf* ihe chief " £

—-

I .‘ PREUN u‘,wﬁ

- source of grain supply, the efforts of the Railway should be du'octed a{mos* exelusxyel
SRR to clearmg away the stocks aecumulafmw in’ Madr'\s. Thé ili’ter?
(o dmtm ots, of the local Government of the local dewav, and’ of ihe Tot’al tzade ahke

P Dty g
[

S  require that this should be’ done. Wlthout delay, Apart fmm these conmldemtmns ther

& ot g

{ . D— .Chamber subnnt that in the- event of 2 sudden fzdl of rain there would meﬂtahlyibe 5.

S Jarge quanhty of unsheltered r1ce rendercd unﬁt for iood o say notlnng of its b :
% T calouhtcd to make. the city" mnre unhealth thm it is aIready, unpamileled as tug b

~..i [ prescntrates of mortahty are,‘Any measure therchre; tending to det crease the °u+ﬁ°“’
o of rrram fmm Madray must ba rc"arded in many wayu, ; threatemng the most ermus

[ '

IR con%quences. \V ith graxn 1mp0rted by sea at the rate of from 13 000 to: 20 090,1*}9133 f
. v woek, and exported by the Railway at the rate of only 7,000- to 8, 000 tons a weck; '
SR ' 7 it is ot difficult to foreseo that therd must soon. be a block of tﬂﬁw m Ma&ras whmu ”
the R.ulwa.y will be uttelly powezlc:ss to control. * " ¥ »
s On’ consideration 'of the above cu'cumetam‘ei, the Chamber d" not undcr»; R
i “ stand how the recent mthdrawal of 'three engines fmm the souﬁ}lem portxon of ‘the ’
S M a.dras Rnlway, where thcre is more traffic than can be prm*xded fmr 3
' . i W here a grain’ traﬁlc from 1he ‘Bombay side is only being dcyeloped ‘3 it Were, can “
The Chambcr undc,rsta;nd fmm the Raﬁway auiho"mes

qgs u,..wm& ol mmwmf;b v“




)

~ channel.

wﬂl have a most gerious

»

Proeeedmgs of the Mudras Government, Public Works Department
61h Marck 1877. No. 735.

L *
that if the three engines which have been transferred to Ralchore were retained on
. the section between Cuddapah and Gooty the grain traffic north of Cuddapah could
“be .increased to the. extent of 22 wagons or, say, 170 tons daily, no inconsiderable
addition to the supplies. of the affected districts. They are aware that the same loco-

motive power would represent a larger traflic over the shorter lead between Raichore -
. and Adoni, but they venture to submit thiat there may be circumstances under which,
" in spite of the greater railway fd.ClhtleS, the supplies of food grains from the Bombay

cide could not be reliod on with the same certainty that they eould be from Madras
In Madxas the enormous stocks, already referred to, have but one outlet, one market ;
they represent purehases that have been exclusively made for the famine drstnets,
and their destination could only now be altered with rmnous loss.
available in the Bombay letnets may be as great, they may perhaps be even’

reeater, but they are not in the same position ; they do not replesent stocks that

have but one outlet, or supplies that have already heeu drawn from' their natural

- abgorb them, and can only be drawn to the distant famine districts of this Premdeney
hy prlees bemo maintained at a sufﬁelently high level to tempt them.’

4, '1f the thousands of bags now owned by Madras. merchants had’ never'been’
bought and were st111 in Calcutta, the Bombay supplies mwht bhave competed with
‘them though the . Chamber are not prepared to, admit 1t their opinion being that

| rallway fac1ht1es bemv equal the Caleutta and Madras route is the natural channel
©of supply L ‘ '

Thé supphes :

They are still within reach of the markets that have been accustomed, to

5. Howetrer that mwht be, there can be no doubt- now about the result of the ‘

present traffic anan«rements “The stocks of rice in Madras though almost unable to

" reach the up-country markets at all w111 influence pnces there. Blocked e,nd held

_back in'a place where they  were never expected to rest, open and liable. to all

v

B "descriptions of damage and robbery, incurring heavy storage charges and representmo
a huge' lock-up of capital, it cannot but be expected that a large percentage of the’
accumulations will be foroed on the market for sale, and be reahsed only at pnces far .

- * below ‘those now ruhn

6. Should this expected fall in. pnces take place to the full extent mdwated it

"effect on the up- -country. markets, -

Bellary, hmnool and Cuddapah and of the hundreds of smaller markets Qurroundmo

are all more or Jess in communication with Madras, and when they hear of the steadrly '
J falling prices in the Presidency town they will naturally curtail their operatmns ‘buy
only such quanhtxes as they can promptly “realise, refuse to store to’ any apprecxable‘
¢ extent, and gradually offer 1ess for the supphes from Bombay until at last the pncee .,
they will be preparc! red to pay will not be suﬁiclently high to induce further 1mportat10ns -

7.7 If the Tlow pnees which Would then be ruling in the districts were the
- natural result of over-supply on . the spot, it would be but a matter of congratulation

" {o both the Government and ‘the’ Chamber ; but if it were c'msed by the unnatural

The ‘bazaar dealers of

+ influence of @’ comparatwely ad]aeent market. ‘with insufficient means of eommumeatlon, )

it could only, unless the Govemment are of oplmon that the stoc.h already up-eountry is

sutﬂment for fature wants, ‘e a matter of the gravest anluety* ,
Pnces would no donht recover in time when 1he bazaar dealers underetood that

the supply mn the countly was msufﬁcxent and found thelr own stoeks runmnn' low

- . .
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 There would then be wolent upward ﬂuctuatmns in pvlce Whl(’h Would tend to attmot N o

+ fresh 1mportat10ns, but by that time, which, would probably be at the pemod when the’
famine will be at its hel“‘ht the crepe in the Berars may Ime been consaderahly,

reduced by local consumption, and 1mp01tatmn from Calcutta in face of the Iow prmes‘ S

in Madras may have ceased. . The introduction of sufﬁclentl*' large supplies may then

. be difficult ; must under any circumstances take time, and may not perhaps | be accom- ( o .‘ ‘

phshed before the GOVGI nment have to record a lamentable loss of life, - |

9. The questwn now subxmtted for the eonmdera*mn of Government is not one L -
of mter-Pre51dency trade or interests ; 3 the main point to e eonsidered is where' the‘ AR

- energies of the local Rallway can be most adv: antageously applied to the public ﬂood‘ :
“during the present ' CI‘lSlS Regarded from this polnt of view, the Chamber unhesxtatmo-] y.
. assert that the  first duty of *the local Railway is to reheve the Presidency t town. from:
the enormous stores-of grain now accumulated here.

the traffic -from Madras being very considerably increased, even if the traffie from® -
Bombay must in eonseqnence ke considerably reduced.

end to importation ¢ altowether o . "

'10. ‘The Chamber would also take th.xs epportumty of remmdmg the Government
- of the inconveniences which local traders suffer from ﬁndmg themselves competitors " -
The Chamber freely admit ;5

. with the Government in tranqportmo* grain by railway.’

-, that the Govemment ‘must transport t their own purchases of grain fo distriets where 16;""

is most wanted ; but they trust the Govemment will not- take a&vanta"e "of .their .~

' position in regard to the 'Railway to shut out pnvate traders from the means’ of *

© . transport. . The Chamber subm1t that Government grain s ehonld be place& on the saxne»«,
 footing, as regards transport by railway, as private grain.’ O PRt SR RCAL

" Finally, the Chamber desire to. reeommend the Government to eonsxder agam

' the pressmrv necessity that’ has arisen for openmo the Royapooram terminus to the‘

- grain fraffic. * It is needless for me to point ¢ out to what an extent the stieets of Blaek

~Town would be reheved of this Sta’aon? instead of the Salt Cotaurs, could be mada

- the goods termmns of the Baﬂway “The Chamher underqtand that some expen&xture "

‘,‘.‘would be necesqary ‘o convelt -Royapooram. into 2 goods’ terminus ;- but it seem

 certain that thls e\pcndlture must be made some day, and the Chamber cannot helP :

thmkmnr that a portlon of it could now be proﬁtahly laid out by mame’ I{oyapoomm 1

the receptacle of a good portlon of the present fvram trafﬁcav R R T

" kS __.._...-—L . t‘-,\’ L
o Tmsm:nr.en to the Pubhc W orks Deparhnen‘t, (P‘dﬂ“"a}' ) :
A TR A (Swned} e W" HUDLESTO\T

{: (;hxef Seeretary

vf;‘ -"»“,_.___...——--’

ST,

Lot » ment of Bombay, Pubhe WorLs Department (Rallwaya)m the J omt Seeretary :
' 7 to the Govemment of. Madras Pubhe Wﬂfks Department (Ra,ﬂway\' T

Branch }&ated Bomb'iy Caatle, 17th rebxuary 1877 Lo 241, SN
d‘zted Tt
m:atant the eub;ect of whu,h is dealt thh in my letter No. 1: 3, date& 6th nlem and; y

|

—— e e

. v . " . A ., . - N - o . - T T T S
;! e . . creov T B Lo vl vl y o~ £
Lo R . - . Lo I - ’ ‘.
. . R ' N o KON - L - [— P ! v
i . e B . . B . ant .
. . o - O [P S Y - . . PN ' ' . S \ B
e s - .l . ‘- -y R - B - . " N .
ot i . . R T S - . : Datetcy - e :
o R . R Tl 4 - T . R oo ; - r
-t . I P N v - . v ' R P T

LY
h\

“The Chamber would, {herefore,:’ L
. urge upon Government the nece sity of making such arranfremcnts as will penmt of. o

Tt would surely be better to "f." : ‘.“'
_ sec prices in Madms euﬁlcxenﬂy supported to allow of a smaller bat reenlar unpggta' o ;”i i
_tion from Dombay, the n to allow pnees to fall to a pomt Whlch lel probahly ynt an '\ SR
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, , : . . § ¢ ! | B O ‘ U mﬂ . 3‘%{'@;7&;* ‘% ﬁgb ' ‘%i i
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to state that although the unrestricted through booking of grain for Madras stations 4 1 £ g : AN B N SR APEPS S S ) Pr RN U P ;
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Was resumed by the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company about the Sth instant, | 3 ' N T - I R Z&‘# ' Hﬁr
the’quanti'cy,sincg consigned has, up to this time, not been in excess of what the b i SRV gz kmmwlﬁld j‘}ﬁ‘“ ‘% Lot V) l
- Madras Company have been able to remove from Raichore. It s not improbable that l . : oL e ) e 2 - L R T
this quantity will again increase, but as MWis Excellency in Couneil understands that . : ) Sy P YA, *Fam‘.;?';e\ I S xfﬁ;‘:&'/éw"y@“
+ RTrangements are being made by the Madrag Railway. Company for obtaining more : } ‘ C /(; 5«» ”5.1 y k) ® qf ,éWmWX) l"’? A *‘; [
s, be presumes they will soon e prepared to deal with any quntity that it' | o, S PR C T (VRO s MR
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