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" Company can retain possession of as liquidated damages in the event of the contractor s
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. Proceea’mgs of tlze Madras Government, Public Works Deparimmt . ‘ :
' 2nd March 1877. No. 726. - - ,

No. 59 Read the followmg endorsement ,of  the Consultmg Engmeer for RN

.+ _ Railways, dated Madras, 20th February 18 7, No. 118:— : o

i

Madras Rallway Company to . e

From R. B. ELWIN, Esq.,, Agent and Manager, , ‘ L
i Licutenant-Colonel ,J . M. SHAW-STEWART, R.E., Consultmg Lngl- ‘ o
neer for Rallways, dated Madras, 14th February 1877, No. 290. ‘ Ceee o

I mAvVE the honor to send you herewith, for submission to Government, the copy & i
of a petition which I have received from M. Soobbaroya Chetty, the Boat and Raft ~ .- ‘. i
Contractor to the Madras Railway, brmgmg to notice the loss he "sustained in the - . - | o
months of October and November of last year, n dxsehargm" two ~ships conswnpd AR
with stores to the Company. - ‘ . T

2. The contract rates paid to M. Soobbaroya Chetty arc Rupees 9. 8 0 per trip - E ~‘
- for ordmary merchandise of 1 tons minimum quantlty, and Rupees 1-4- 0 per ton for -~ . IR

»

coal, coke and patent fuel. , ~ : L o ;

3. At the p1esent moment the rates rulmn in Madras are Rupees 5 per tnp fur o iy :
bale goods, and Rupees 6 per ton for iron. o Lo

4. The Company will shortly receive consxderable con‘nonments “of iron "and” -
coal from Lngland, and before the first shlpment arrives I am anxmus to know how., = =~ :
the questlon is to be met. . : oo L z‘

T B, Under M. Soobbaroya Chetty’s contracts the Company holds as secunty for - o

their faithful fulfilment Rupees 5,500, viz., Rupees 5,000.0n account of the» boat. S
contract and Rupees - 500 on account of the raft contract. These sums - the . -

- failing to fulfil the terms of his contract in satisfactory manner, but it appears to me -+ - .. .°
that the circumstances of the case which are so very exceptional, and which could . o

hardly have been foreseen when the agreements were entered  into, do not warrant ¢ i

" the exaction of the penalties provided for under the terms of the contracts, - o B ‘.: *
_ 6. I propose with the sanction of His Grace the Govemor in Council to m.xko k -
to M. Soobbaroya Chetty, durmwthe continuance of the excesm'e rates of boat hire, IR
such compensatxon as ‘the circumstances of each conswnment may requxre, tle ‘ ‘
compensatlon in each case being reported for the mformatwn and; conmmgffo? of t?w 1 A ."-: L
" Government. | : Lo e S Ly e

From M SOOBBAROYA CHDTTY to R. B. ELWIN, Esq " Agent 3nd Manager, dated
S 14th Febmary 1877. . o wo .

. "

Wrm great deference and hmmhty I take the h'berty of approaohmg your honor mth the
following few lines, which I trust will receive your honor’s benign consideration. "In‘the months"
of October and November of last year two vessels arrived at this port with cargo consigned to-
the Madras Baxlway Company, when the famme was in xts mcxpxent state and boa.ts end ‘mab

- . . . e N T o :
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. inoreased rate, to hold good so loug a3 tho prosent diffisulties exist,

consequent independence 0
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Proceedings of the qudras Government, Public Wo
- 2nd March 1877. No. 726,

N N At e AP

rks Department, -

men were engaged at very enormous rates for the landin;; of the Railway cargo
rate with the Company is Rupees 2-8-0 per trip, whereas the rates that I P”;id were
7 in the above-mentioned month*: from this your honor will observe that I had

My contract
Rupees 6 and

R a o 'w T to a d 1
the rate in October and treble jn Ivdv¢mte: ‘o that of the contract rate. The e pry double

) ) normous rates
that were and are still prevalent were unprv.cicn-cd, snd the landing of grains is increasin
day by day thereby giving much stimalus to the alir.t - snhanced boat-hire. As your honor g

~aware of all the existing difficulties thoroughly in procaring bodts and men, I need not dwell

any more on the subject. The following statement, gf bills passed by the Company for boat-hire
and that paid by me for the job will con vines your honor the extent of loss sustained by me :—

P o . ‘ =
- . Kumber Amount paid | ‘Am :
Vessels. - ' '} of Tiips. | by the b‘;“:}tepmd Difference
AP - Company. Contractor. (Loss),

- 7‘ RS, >A. .P. RS,
British Empire . ... wer e el 2150 50315 01,290
James Bea.ﬁey T ‘647

#

" Total...| 562

AOIB RS, A, P,
5 78
780 8 0]2,429 0 ¢ 1,642 8 ¢

L2347 0(3719 0 0|2431 o o

The foregning statement exhibits a loss of Rupees 2, 431-9-0, or more than 100 por ce—nt- oo
the amount actually received by me. I have been instructed by the General Stor okoeeper t(; h}:) 1
xixyself in readiness with rafts and boats to land the heavy cargo dail y expected from England
in the steamer G- lden Ilorn of 1,300 tons burden, and as the state of things are very threaten.
ing and gloomy in the boat market, about the exorb'ita.n@ rates .combined with the diffic by of
procuring boats, leaves me quite stunned ; and I will be ruined to such an extout that T san

barely hope to recover from such a loss.. I therefore trust that your honor wil] kindly pass

 prosen ‘ Although I am bound to
o et of g sontrac, yet T humbly request your honor to take into consideration the

ruinous state in which I am now Pla"‘f‘fl’ and If’he""fc”"’_h(’Pe that this may arouse your honor’s
sympathies and save me from utter ruin and dire calamity staring in the face hourly,
In conclusion I may here state, *for your information, that Mr. W. S. Betts, the Agent of

the South Indian Railway Company, has, it appears, telegraphed to Mr. Fox, the Resident Engi-

neer at Madras, to allow extra boat and raft hire as he thinks proper, |
Begging to be excused for encroaching upon your val}mble time,

Il

SusyrrrED for the consideration of Government. ‘ R
2. It has been ascertained from the Master Attendant that hLig department does

not employ a contractor to supply boats for Government purposes,

.

Oaptain Taylor

~ gtates that ¢ the Railway boat contractor must of necessity fing great difficulty and

!

ng with tho terms of his contract during

in complyl ,
trouble In comp y £ masula boatmen,” .

the present crisis, and the
s I recommend that the“circmnstances connected with each consignment be

laid befors the Company’s Agent-and the Consulting Engineer to Government for

- disposal at their ordinary ofﬁgial‘meeti,ngs‘; the amount of compensation recommended
in each case being reporteT o ‘ . _ .
mee ' (Signed). 7. H. M. STAW-STBWART, Lt.-Col, R.L,

S VCQn.sultmg Engineer for Railways,

orted for the _apprpval of Government,

o
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Proceedings of the

s e

 9nd March1877. No. 726.

Madras Government, Public Works Department,

*

$our

" No. 60.

RAILWAY, No. 6.

" "ment.

- (True Extract.) - .

|

';‘ o k ‘Joint Secy. to Govt., PW.D,," RETEE

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways.

., Marine Department.

Exd. 6. T. Austin.

" Bpare Copies .

e

Oxper TmenEoN, 2nd March 1877, No. 726. H»
‘ - Tre recommendation of the Cone
sulting Engineer is approved by Govern-.

;, Lieut.-Col., RE?:." L B

Railway Branch.f"
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