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* entirely superseded the old paths. The bridle-path of the last 7 miles has also been eut

AP

R

€

t A o i g
X

-wherever practicable, but there are heavy obstacles to be overcome to make them passable. The
.opening of these last few miles would, “without addition of lenyth,” eutirely supersedo the old

. P'unnikad Ghaut, on which numbers of ponies and cattle perish annually, and give- “the long
wished for desire of the Local Fund Board,” mnamely, a practicable line from the markets of
Davadanapatti and Batlagoondoo in the plains to the plantations and rich villages of the lower
Yulneys, Punnikad, Tandigoody, and Parryoor.® = N :

7. Owing to the failure of the south-west monsoon, this season has beén unusually

: : “unhealthy on the lower Pulneys, and is not likely to improveill after the north-east monenon.

Taking, therefore, into consideration *the shortness of the working season,” **the importance of
working out the lower Pulneys,” above all “the hard times,”. I trust that 1 may be pardoned
for “ respectfully  suggesting that of the Rupees 30,000 entered in the Provineial Budget for
-1877-78 (Item 40), but half be appropriated to the first section of the ghaut, and the rest to work
below Neutral Saddle, in anticipation of plans and estimetes being commenced as soon as safs,
and completed within current official year. '

8. After August the work of Section I must necessarily bo confined to a limited number of
borers, blasters, roc:fi-shifters, and stone-building wudders; but I could easily provide earth-work for
200 laborers, camping them at Neutral Saddle, and sides above fever range; and as no hill
villagers have joined my works, and few but the able-bodied can face the hills, such employment
would be a great benefit to the I areakolum Taluq (where as yet no relief-works have been started)
and preserve in health and strength a nucleus of able-bodied men for future agricultural work.

9. Theend of December and following months I weuld propose to devote to the Umbaln y
Valley and last section of ghaut working chiefly from below. ’

) 10. In conclusion, I would respectfully suggest that 'my new ghaut be eallel “ the
Kodicanel Ghaut.”” 1t strikes the plains Zo the south of the hills, whereas ¢* Pulney ™ to which .

* the Local Fund Board propose a new ghaut (which would naturally be called the Pulney Ghaut)
lics to the north. . : .o

”

No. 42, Orper TIEREON, 5th September 1877, No. 697 W.

Rx:comSED, pending receipt of .the survey ahd estimate for the remainder of the
ghaut. A ' ‘
2. The District Engincer’s attention’is called to paragraph 2 of G.0., No. 1,014,

of the 24th March 1877. He will see that Lieutenant-Colonel Law confives the
" expenditure on the ghaut to completing the bridle-road throughout. .

- (True Extract.)
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To the District Engineer, Madura.
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