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t’ No, 510.  Read the following letter from Captain L. CONWAY-GORDON, RE,

’ . Controiler of Public Works Accounts, to Major-General G. W. WALKER,

. R.E., Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Fort St.
o George, 20th November 1875, No, 145 W :— S .

Ll

I nave the honor to acknowledge the receip§ of the Proccedings of Governmeﬁt;
under date the 2nd November 1875, forwarding me a copy of a revised estimate of
Publio ‘Works Receipts and Expenditure under head of service ¢ Imperial” during
the year 1875-76, submitted bz this Governmept to the Qovernment of India, and,
with reference thereto, to respectfully observe that I am afraid the estimate as
submitted will hardly meet the requirements of the Government of India.

] - 2. Froma casual glanqe of the Proceedings of Government as printed, it Méht
~ be supposed tHat the statements following the Controller’s letter, N 0. 117 W, were .
i the very statements referred to in that letter. It is only on a careful perusal of this
letter that it appears that in the statements prinfed, the columns marked A, which -
were left blank in the statements forwarded with Controller’s letter, have been filled
in by the Chief Engineer and the statements thus completed. - As I observe that the
_Chief Engineer has in most cases merely deducted the actual expenditure fernished
him from the total of the Budget, lapgl reported the balance as the estimated further
expenditure of the year, and that the estimate in this form has been accepted by this
' Government, and may be accepted by the Government of India, I feel it necessary

| "to call the attention of Government to the matter. C . L

E ’ 3. The Budget Estimate is, as Government is aware, drawn ui) some three or

: four months before the commencement of the financial year. The object of a revised

estimate, such as lately called for by the ‘Government of India, is to bring the
information regarding the year’s expenditufg to the latest possible date; the expendi-

L ture of six months is actually known, and from the knowledge gained subsequent to

 the submission of the Dudget, and from the progress the works are making, it becomes i

practicable to give a far inore accurate estimate of the expenditure during the

Wi se”

remaining six months. ; )
4. 'This object, I would respectfully submit, is” imperfectly met by neglecting
all the subsequent information gained, and reporting to the Government of India
_ that the expenditure for the year as estimated with the information now before us is

 exactly the same as it was estimated about eight months ago. -

5. T cannot but believe that such a course must inevitably lead to error. In
the present instance, when the Budget Estimate was drawn out, the Madras Harbour
Works were not sanctioned. Now, it is not only known that the works have been
sanctioned, but Engineers have actually arrived from England and the work hasbeen =~
fairly started. ' e ' o ‘ , ‘
6. I will remark on one figure alone in the colszmn showing the further esti-
mated expenditure of the year. In the Budget Estimate under the main head
PO SR Sorvices other than Military,” no provision was made for the Ilarbour. Works, and
\f"} " the estimated expenditure, as will be seen by referring to the statement printed on
/ the last page of the Government Order, was Rupees 32,600.  On the same statement the
- actual expenditure for six months is shown as Rupees 32,404.. The remarks will show
the Government of India that the expenditure on the Iarbour Works for Establishment '

.
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i 1

AN .
S 3

B &

olone is abont Rupees 2,o00 pcr mensom,, or, say, Rupees 13,800 for the remammg six
‘months of the" year; to this n&ust be added all the .expendituce on the construction
of the Harbour Works, say Rngees 60, OOO to 70,000, and’ all the expenditure on the
vail Bmldmo-s, Original Works and Be;mrs, originally budgetted for, say 15,000

. more, in all, say, Rnpees 90, 000 aud ~when the Government of Indul turn to the .
statement to ses the pronsmn made by thJs Government to meet all this expenditure
- they will observe the sunr of Rupees 106

VTR In my letter No. 124 W, of the 2nd November, I have already pointed out
:'to Govemment that the Controller irom _want of information is obviously unable to
draw out a financial estimate of expendxtnre on works directed by the Chief Engineer.
:_m the accurate and exhaustive’ manner t:ontemplated by the Government of India,
‘and I have there already expre&ed my opinion as to the way such estimates should
be drawn out, ., by the Chief Engmeer and the Controller in personal communica-
T tion. Tt is only left for me to regret that this course was not followed in the present
mstance, ‘and that 1 did not ) the estimate before it was despatched. I would

suggest that an amended estunate be at once drawn out and despatched to the
Government of Ind.xa. S :

.

T

No. 511 71" Ouves Tapatox, 22 nd February 1877, No. 685.

-+  ACCOUNT, No. 35.- s, ORDERED to be recorded.
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