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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
- 20tk February 1877. No. 573.

Read the following letter from Colonel C. H. DICKENS, R.A., Secre-
tary to the Government of India, Public Works Department, (Account—
Irrigation,) to the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Public Works
. Department, Irrigation Branch, dated Simla, 26th September’ 1876,
No. 354 A—T:— :

1 No. 488.

~

¢ T ax directed to acknowledge receipt (on the 14th July 1876) of the Proceedings
‘ of the Government of Madras, No. 1,504 of 17th June 1876, containing the orders of
‘ that Government on the report of a conference of the Members of the Board of
: Revenue with the Chief Engineer for Irrigation Works and the ‘Examiner of Public
‘ Works Accounts on the subject of the preparation of the Capital and Revenuo
' Accounts of Irrigation Works. ‘ o ‘

9. The Government of India have received these Proceedings with much satis-
.faction as indicating that practical steps are being taken for the preparation of these
t‘accounts, without which it is impossible to arrive at any definite conclusion in respect
‘to the success which has attended the construction of these works by the British
.Government, and the annual outlay which should be allowed for their maintenance.
<But there are certain points of detail regarding which I am to address the Government

;of. Madras as follows. *

3. B); the orders of the Govefﬁment of India on the subject of the division

P I of the outlay on Irrigation Works it
‘ Public Works Department letter No. 295 4— s was mentioned that the several works

dated 17th September 1875. . ,
should be classified as follows :—

¥
¥ §

-

¢
s .

I.—Works of which Capital and Tevenue Accounts are to be kept, viz:—
A.—Those constructed by the Dritish Government and the whole capital
cost of which is known. .
~ B.—Those on which the old cépital outlay is not known, but which have
been improved or.extended by the British Government, the capital
outlay being represented by the cost of the improvements and exten-
sions, or by whatever sum can be traced as the oﬁtlay,' and the

] profits by the erhanced revenue resulting therefrom.

II.—Works other than those entered under I. These are :

C.—Works on which there is only expenditure and no revenue—the
expenditure being charged off year by year to a budget grant under
the head Works, Repairs, Establishment, &e.

D.—Works from which revenue is derived or secured, but the capital
cost of which is not known, and the entire current outlay on which
may be considered as revenue outlay to be compared with the receipts. -

F.—Works of which the capital outlay is partly known, and from which
there is current revenue derived, but the revenue of which cannot
be ascribed to the capital recorded. ‘
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) Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public TWorks Department,
o 20 February 1877. No. 573.

. 4. The orders of the Government of Madras now issued r‘equire-—

I.—That Capital and Reveﬁue

.®* God Delta Works. ) :
ocavery Delta Works ~ accounts should, for the present, be

Kistna w
Pennair i restricted to eight* 8.
Chembrumbaukum Tank Project. L ight® works .‘
PalmdAnicut. ‘ oo - IL—That the outlay on the other
Pelandorai Anicut. :

 Convery Delta Works . works should, for the .Eresent, b.e shown
Streovaiguntum Anicut Project. under the head Ordinary Agricultural

. Works, for which no Capital or Revenue
_ . » . Account is kept. .

~ III.—But that for the works so dealt’ with the Examiner is to arrange to

' “record separately under the classes Original Works, Repairs, &c.,

the expenditure on any large works for which Capital and Revenue

Accounts may hereafter be required, or for which the Government may

require separate accounts for administrative purposes.” o

N -

g 1V.—That the Chief Enginecer should &t once submit a list of all the different
: works or systems which should be dealt with in the manner described
in the preceding paragraph. ST ‘

3
BUNPPORELY

"5. The Goveminen{ of Irdia consider that the arfz;ngément of pxeparix;g fo’r-the )

present the Capital and Revenue Accounts for those eight works is judicious, as they

are sufficient for a commencement and to admit of its being ascertained whether there -
" areany special points to which attentiort should be devoted in making up the accounts. - -

o 6. But I am to point out that the result f piacing,vt-mder the ,headrof Ordinary
N Agricultural Works for which no Capital or Revenue Accounts are to be prepared,

"1

the current outlay on the different systems for which Capital and Revenue Accounts
will certainly be required, will be to confirm the present confusion, and to cause

enhanced trouble hereafter in ascertaining the required figures. For the outlay on -

them, first divided off under the heads—- .

Works, ) :

Repairs, S : - o
Lstablishment, - o S o
Plant, ‘ ) - a

- will hfzve to be sub-divided off fqr each of those heads so as to shbw how 'imu.ch 18 .
“Capital” and how much “ Revenue.” If this sub-division be not kept up now, .

then when the time comes to make up the regular Capital and Revenue Accounts for
?hem, it will become necessary to go over and revise the whole of the i)rast accounts

in order to divide off the charges between Capital ard Revenue. . What trouble thi;
will entail need not be described. It is to avoid such trouble that the rules and forms
provide for the current outlay being shown under Capital and Reveliué.‘ -In all cases in

‘tm.‘al Works) it will be necessary hereafter to ma'ké:' up Capital and Revenue Accounts,
1t is equally possible, it is believed, to Vcomrpexice recording the current outlay at once
‘ " under Capital and Revenue. All such

* Vide paragraph 3.
, works can be placed under the head E*
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
’ 20th February 1877. No. 573. '

placing them under the head C as the present orders of the Government of Madras
would, it is understood, place them.

7. The Government of India do not, I am to say, expect that any real diﬁi;:ulty;
would be met with in mentioning the works. Captain Conway-Gordon and Lieutenant

. Christie in paragraph 12 of their memorandum on the subject say—

« For ourselves we are wholly unable to account for the delay of months and
even years that has occurred in getting out a list of the important Irrigation Works
in this Presidency. The printed Annual Appropriation and Qutlay Statements,
together with the maps, plans and records which exist in the Chief Engineer’s Office,
shonld, we imagine, be sufficient for the preparation of such a list practically complete
.within a week at the outside.”” The Government of India cannot but consider that
these remarks demand serious attention. They indicate a state of things which the
Governor General in Council feels assured will be remedied at the earliest possible date.

8. Asshowing the effect of the orders of the Government of Madras on the
‘subject, I am to mention that by the orders issued the outlay on the Madras water-
supply - project, a work costing 16 li'lkhs, will be placed under the neutral head of
Ordinary Agricultural Works. The mere fact of the orders involving the treatment of
the accounts of such a work as this in the manner indicated would appear to show the

necessity for a change. . .

9. I am therefore to-ask tha,i: the Government of Madras may be moved to
re-consider the orders issued, in respect of the necessity of recording under the heads
of Capital and Revenue the current outlay on those works for which either the
complete technical Capital and Revenue Accounts or Revenue Accounts only will be
certainly required. To admit of this being done the several projects should be at once

enumerated and classified. The necessity for such a measure is so obvious that I am

to beg of the Government of Madras to take such steps as will ensure its being done

"at the earliest possible date. , ‘

10. In paragraph 3 of their orders on the subject, the Government of Madras
refer for decision the question of modifying the classification of the outlay in respect
4o the Chembrumbaukum Tank Project and the Streevaiguntum Anicut Project.
There is no objection whatever fo the proposed modifications. I am to add that, for
the case of the Chembrumbaukum Tank and for other similar cases, the headings
given in paragraph 13 of Circular No. 38, dated 7th June 1875, with some additions,
would probably answer all pu;'pfises. ] '

: 11. On the question of ascertaining the revenue due to the works, the conference
have made rather lengthy suggestions. Butas the Goveroment of Madras promise
to pass separate orders on’ the subject, it would be premature on the part of the
Government of India to discuss at present the proposals made. But there is a
memorandum by Mr, Wilson on the matter which calls for consideration.

12. In that memorandum Mr. Wilson says that the conclusion resulting from
certain statements already forwarded by him ¢ makes it necessary to submit for the
very serious consideration of Government, whether, whatever may be the' case in
regard to the Capital Account, it is in any way necessary or desirable further” to
employ a special officer on the duty of preparing the Revenue Accounts of the several
works for which Capital and Revenue Accounts have to be kepts
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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Public Works De’partment
20k ‘February 1877.  No. 573.

13. Mr Wllson desenbes Ins reasons for tlns opinion at some length, and says

1‘ = by the Collectors of the districts in which the work Iie, and that the work of

their ordinary work.

PR

Madras agrees with Mr., Wilson, the Government of India will have no objection to
leave the matter of ascertaining the revenue due to the several works to the Collectors,

provided only that the Government of Madras Wﬂl arrzmge thnt the work . shall be
done by them with roasonable speed -

*

on.
- P

due to the land and water respectively would be illusory, and that the whole of the
wet assessment should be taken as due to the irrigation. But I am to point out the

a different way, and (2) that there “may still be wet cultivation nof due to the works-
in their neighbourhood which must be carefully mstmrvmshed If the receipts due to

to the operation of “irrigation from a system or gxoup “of works, there will then be no

distributing those results and ascerfaining the revenue to be at’crlbuted to each of the
several Woxks -

DY JUUWNE RN o
- e A i st -
e i B B TN r : b

* 16. I am to add that in all statements show;no' the revenue due to the several
works, one point to which importance will be attached is the area of the land of which

-can be furnmhed If so, it will be necessary to state in each case how the irrigated

area has been ascertained, and by what arrency and method the measurements have
been taken, : : :

No. 489, - . OBDERmREOVQOthFebruaryISﬂ No. 573 S
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way in wluch the wishes of the CGovernment of India can best be carried into eﬁect

184 6, which will be necessary, - N

2. The Chief Engineer for Irrigation will now submit Wxthout delay the hsts\

of works for which a continuous record of
4.0, ‘No. 1 ,004, dated 17th .Tnne 1876,
pammaph 6.

.
S

B

A
!
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that statements on the principle prepared by him for the Kistna Delta can be prepared .

superintending and’ dlrectmo' a few extra Accountants would add but little to

; ~ 14. The Government of Indm would be glad to receive o the statements on Whlch L
1 .. . ; Mr. Wilson bases his recommendation. And I am to say that if the Government of

15. The attention of the Governor General in Counell has been drawn to the -
remarks made in paragraphs 15 to 17 of the report of the conference, in which itis .
urged that in the case of irrigated land the scparation of the receipts into the shares -

difficulties in accepting this ~view, iz, (1) that more or lcss wet eultivation may have -
existed before, which the Dritish works have only replaced by snpplyma the water in

each of theae causes can be separated and kept distinct, so as to show the results due »

difficulty.in arriving at some satisfactory coneluston on the method to be followed in

the irrigation is ascribed to them. It is understood that mformatlon on this point -

-~ for Imrratxon and to the Examiner of

and as to the modifications of the ordera issued in G.O., No 1 ,004, of the 17th J une - - :

_expenditure was under the order -as per -
‘margin to be kept. Itis observed that .
there Would ha\"e been no dxﬂiculty in preparmn' a hst of mportant u'nf*atmn works a
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‘but works of more or less importance are so numerous in this Pre51dency that it
‘became necessary to obtain definite information as to expenditure on, and revenue.-.

‘desirable to record the expenditure upon them individually instead of by groups, or« \_;
classes, and to ascertain even approximately the results of that expenditure. i

" that for tanks, such as the Chembrambaukum, the simple classification given in para-

' No. 1,968, is sufficient.

referred to the Revenue Department for consideration. It is observed that the separate -

'Indla Wlth letter No. 2,070, dated 11th August 1876.

*

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department
20th February 1871. No. 573.

|
|

derived from, all considerable Works, in order to determine for which it would be .

" -

3. Attention will be given to paragraph 10 of the foregoing letter, which shows
graph 13 of Circular 38, in Proceedings, Madras Government, 10th July 1875,
4. Paragraphs 11 to 16 of the letter from the Government of India will be

‘'orders referred to in paragraph 11 were passed in the Revenue Department, under
date the 6th J uly 1876, No. 912, and were communicated to the Government of

. . - o
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(True Extract.)

— e

Lieut.-Colonel, R.E.,
Secretary to Government.
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To District Engirieers. : ’ .

<To the Chief Engineer for Trrigation. ' ' ' o
7, Examiner of Public Works Accounts. —
o Revenue Department, with copy of remarks by His Graoe the Governor,
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