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5. Some such rules are unquestionably needed; the countersignature of the Tieputy
Burgeon-General or other Principal Medical Officer of the Circle to the indent should, it 18
. considered, be required, and it should be certified that the indent had been examined and found
to be for necessary medicines or instruments, &c., and was not excessive for the division for
which it was forwarded. It would appear proper that the duty of checking the quantities of
medicines and kind of instruments to be supplied should be entrusted to the Medical Depart-
ment, and not to the Superintending Engineer, who might, however, usefully record his
opinion when transmitting the indent to the ti)eputy Surgeon-General for examination.

_ 6. If these views commend themselves generally to the Government of India, I am

desired to request that the necessary instructions to %eputy Surgeon-General may be issued

o fhrough their own department. It the Hospital Assistant is to estimate the cost of what he
indents for, it is probable that the rates would have to be supplied by ihe Examiner of Medical
A ccounts. : . :

) 7. In conclusion, I am to say that the object of ihis reference is to secure the economical

issue of medical stores and instruments in the first instance, and afterwards to provide for some

watch over their consumption and for their safe custody.

-
' ——————— '

/ No. 245-A. From Surgeon-General G. SMITH, wm.p., Surgeon-General, Iodian’
Medical Department, to the Secrctary to Government, Public Works
Department, dated Fort St. George, 1st June 1877, No. 339.

_ 'Wira reference to your No. 1,373, of 25th May 1877, T have the honor to report
that, in my opinion, the departmental checks exercised over indents for medical stores
are sufficient ; and that their submission to the Superintending Engineer would not
be of much value as regards economy, as he cannot be supposed to have any know-
ledge of the articles indented for or of the purposes for which they are required.

9.’ Under existing regulations an indent is submitted by the indenting ofticer
to the Deputy Surgeon-General of the Division, who possesses all the knowledge
necessary to enable him to_exercise the requisite check. When jt has received his
approval it is passed on by him to the office of the Surgeon-General where it is
subjected to a final scrutiny of a searching nature, and conducted on a definite
principle. ) .

3. On being checked by the Surgeon-General it is sent to the Principal Medical
Storekeeper for compliance.
‘ 4, Tt appears to me, therefore, that the present system of check is, so far as the’
{nterests of Government are concerned, hardly capable of improvement.

i

° —————

From the same Officer, dated Fort St. George, 15th June 1877;
No. 372. J

| <7 roference to the communication from the Under Sceretary to Government,
‘ublic Works Department, No. 1,536, dated —— June 1877, I have the honor to state,
for the information of Government, that the effective strength of Luropeans, Eurasians
and Natives is ascertained by the indenting officer presumably by direct application
- to those who are competent to give him the required information. *Should it be
" Jeemed mecessary, however, that the effective strength be verified by a reference to.
the District Engineer, no objection can be offered to the arrangement.

9. Ttistobe noted, however, that the chief factors which determine what quantities

of medicines, &c., are to be passed by the administrative officer are as follow :—

(a.) the total sick in the past year; .
(6.) the average duily sick for the past year;
(e.) the past expenditure; and -

(4.) the stock in hand at the date of indent.

. The strength of the indenting party constitutes a fifth factor of importance, but
as regurds its value it is somewhat inferior to the others noted, inasmuch as a small

No. 245-B.
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party
a healthy district. o
3. T have also to observe that, under existing regulations, a half-yearly return
of surgical instruments is forwarded from every medical charge to the Examiner of
Lledical Accounts for audit, and Deputy Surgeons-Greneral on their annual tours of
inspection not only verify the stock by comparison with the hali-yearly return, but
also report to this office as to the condition and the sufficiency or otherwise of the
equipment of every hospital, so that the interests of Government in this Presidency
are fully protected both by existing regulation and by the practice of the Medical
Department. : A :

v

— )

No. 246. ' Omoex 2HEREoN, 17th July 1877, No. 438 W.

) OrpERED that the following letter be sent. -

(Here enter No. 439 W, dated 17th July 1877.)
| (True Extract) -

. (Sigaed) T. A. FOORD, Colonel, R.E.,
o Seeretary to Government, I'.W.D.

N

Exd. F. C. &huvker. - o R o .

Spars Coples , , C L . )
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in an unhealthy district may ‘re‘quire more medicines, &c., than a‘larger party in |
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. R
' General
Account.
No. 430 'W.
No. 247. 0
Frox ‘ .
e SECRETARY to Tz GOVERNMENT or MADRAS, - f
. Public Works Department,

To o

Tx SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
) ' Public Works Department.

- Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 837—56
A—G, dated 30th April 1877, requesting to be informed of the arrangements in force
in this Presidency for the check, &o., of indents for medical stores supplied to the Public
‘Works Department and of the opinion of this Government regarding the efficiency of
those arrangements. o o - :

9. Inreply, I have the honor to state that the procedure in this Presidenéy in
‘regard to medical stores supplied to the Public Works Department is as follows :— -

, An indent is prepared by the Hospital Assistant or other Medical Subordinate
attached to the Public Works Department, and is by him sent on to the Deputy Surgeon
General of the Circle, who after the requisite check countersigns it and sends it onjto ¢ -
the Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Department, where it is subjected to a final

.scrutiny of a searching. nature and conducted on the principle stated below. After
being checked by the Surgeon-General it is sent to the Principal Medical Storekeeper
for compliance. The indent after compliance goes in due course to the Examiner of
Medical Accounts by whom the articles are valued.  ~ ~ ] -
3. In preparing the indent, the indenting officer obtains the required information
in regard to the effective strength of the Europeans, Eurasians and Natives from the
local Public Works Officers. R o |
4. 1In checking the quantities indented for, the Deputy Surgeon‘-General of the .
Circle is guided by the folllowing facts :— ! ‘
(a.) The total sick in the past year. |
(b.) The average daily sick for the past year.
(c.) The past expenditure. ‘ 4 | o
(d.) The stock in hand at the date of indent. ‘ ~ SRR
(e.) The strength of the indenling party. X .
(f.) The healthiness or uphealthiness of the district.

5. A half-yearly return of surgical instruments 1s forwarded from every niedimi . :

charge to the Examiner of Medical Accounts for audit, and Deputy Surgeons-General 0

4
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‘, . 11;1:11;;; almnuatl tour]: of inrvection not ouly verify the stock by comparison with tle e dy bl ) . C i
' -yearly return but also report to the § . : ‘ : ’
| : : . urgeon-General t diti : 3 . - . ‘ :
L - sufficiency or otherwise of the equipment of eye:;, hospital ho condition and the | 1 ‘ Enclosure to P. W. D. letter Nos. 337—56 A—G. of 1877. ‘
‘; 6. . The . . L ) ‘ : , . ]
‘i ' was refe1reds‘;:g:f() Ilo Girzlil: l‘ai}t: £ the Indian Medical Department, to whom the matter L* - ‘ ‘ - . -
. improvement ?aml thatpthe il;ter att thferresent system of clicck is hardly capable of r : ' : . No. 201, dated 10th January 1877. ! ) |
A , ests of G a . : . - .
. - regulations and by the practice of the };Zgn;?%lt are fully protested both by existing o From—Caprazy W, Broaproor, R.E., Asstt. Secy. to the Govt. of Punjab, ;
I ‘ e c . ¥ - - - S k
- ; 7. T am to add that His Excell “partment, in the P. W. Dept., Irrigation Branch, ( \.
B - opinion expressed by the Surecon G:neem;y the Governor in Counsil concurs in the | _ To—The Secretary to the Government of India, P. W. Dept. ' - ] :
N ' O - ra » - ¢ » ' .
; . . I am desired to bring to the notice of the Government of India dtbat there do}c;s not ;
i . T ) t system to be a sufficient check on indeuts for medical stores, hospi- ﬁ
5 ‘3 I have the bonor to be, E ’ :EF e;:;;ii{e:}lil? rgtsligicsz{l inlstruments forwarded by Hospital Assistants in, medical charge E
| Sir s of Canal Divisions. , ‘ \ —ea ‘
A o ’ . ) ' ' s was pointed out to the Examiner, Public Works Accounts, who was requested . |
Ei * Fort Sr. Grorgp Your most obedient gervant, ) : to sui‘,,es’lt‘l:spr‘;fdugg‘which would ensure an eﬁ”éc,tual check, and who replied as follows :— . .
‘ . g " 3= . . . . !
C1Tth g uly 1877.’ 8. “The present procedure is, that the Surgeon or Ifospital Assistant submits an indent

ive Engi i Len complied with -
i dently of the Executive Engineer. The amount of the 1Pdent w pli :
;)ndi{;inl\fi!llit:{ry Department is by them debited to the Public Works Department in their
E{:change account. A copy of the valuation statement (which only gives lump sums) is then

‘ ) gsent by the Examiner to the Executive Engineer, who includes the transactions in the accounts.

] i ion is oi i i ts, so they cannot be
4. No information is given regarding the instruments, ¥ .

:fei\tte(slugém‘t'g%ols aod Plant” This a?-rangem:e,ut appears most ohjectionable, as there is no

check by the paying Department over cither the estimates or the debits raised by the Military

Department.”
4. The Examiner suggested as procedure that— . .

1 ade out by the Surgeon or Hospital Assistant with an
L= ":iﬁséto?llgggdpmaﬁe cost and ysubmitt:éd. to the Exccative Engineer for
i:ansmission to Government through the Superintending Engineer. - The
countersicnature of the Superintending Sur‘s;eo_n of the Cirele should pro- ﬂ
bably be “obtained by the Superintending Engineer befare submitting the,
* indent, and after he has satisfied himsell as to the necessity for the requisi-

. tion. '
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d the amount debitable to each fund, as well as what items
are to be treated as © Tools and Plant,” should be mdxcate(?.

‘ - TI1.—After sanction the indent mizht t:eytransmitted to the Medxcal‘Dcpartpnen&t for

) ) ) compliance under Code Chapter XVII, 11, 19 and 20.

' wioal instr ts should be entered by the Executive Engineer in his
k 0. IV'—AnhZﬁ{;;illyullisstt,lz?u';:)osls and Plant, and be accounted for uxxdez:x' the ru}es

relating thereto. . ty

» # .

. . rules are unquestionably needed; the ‘countersignature of the Deputy

/ g\. ‘ Surcr:;c'm g:ﬁfralstihotber Principalqudical Officer of the Circle to the indent should, it is

) considered, be required, and it should be certified that the indent bad been examined and found

to be for necessary medicines or instruments, §c., and was not excessive for the dwlsgo.n for

which it was forwarded. It would appear proper that the duty of checking the quantities of

medicines and kind of instruments to be supp}ied should be: enfrusted to the Medical Depart_.

ment, and not to the Superintending Bngineer, who might, however, *usclully record his
. opinion when transmitting the indent to the Deputy Surgeon General for examination.

6. If these views commend {hemselves generally to the Gover?ment of India,.I am

- 10F desired to request that the necessary instructions to Dgputy .Surgeou. General may be issued :
throuch their own Department. 1If the Iospital - Assistant is to estimate the cust ot.' what he :
indents for, it is probable that the rales would have to be supplied by the Examiner of Medical :

Accounts. | ‘ ‘ ]
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7. Tn conclusion, T am to say that the object of this reference is to secure th‘?:ﬂ.economivcal ’ :
_ issue of medical stores and instruments in the first instance, aud afterwards to provide for .
some watch over their consumption and for their safe custody. o - .
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