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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

13th July 1877, o 418 W.

General.
Establishmernt

Read the following paper —

No 171 From Ma}or P. MONTGOMERIE, R E, District Engineer, Salem, to
the Chief Engineer and Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart-
* ment, dated Salem, 16th June 1877, No 29S8 L

1 gavE the honor to submit, for the orders of Government, a letter No 4.8, dated
25th May 1877, from the
1 Petition from Contractor Kistnachetty with two endorsements, . Qos<soor Range Officer

Nos 932 and 1,054, dated, respe.tively, 8th December 1876 forwarding very serious

4

and 22und January 1877 -

1 Letter No 1,628, dated 22nd February 1877, from Oossoor
Range Officer, with two enclosures

1 Memorandum No 1,322, dated 1st March 1877, from Dmtnc&
Engineer

1 Tetter No 1,667, dated 26th February 1877, with one enclo-
sure No A

1 Memorandum No 1,329, dated 3rd March 1877, from the
District Engineer

1 Letter No 163, dated 27th Apnl, from Oossoor Range Officer

1 Memorandum No 140, dated 2nd May 1877, from Distrct
Engineer ¢

1 Letter No 293, dated 12th May 1877, with an explanation

fiom Overseer and five docurnents

charges of msconduct
against Overseer Serjeant
Tydeman of tle Qossoor
Taluq, the Overseers
rejoinder thereto, and
Mr Executive Engineer
Lowry’s replication to the
same, all, with aceom-
panywng documents, as
per margin  Also a state-
ment from the Overseer,
dated 16th March 1877

1 Tetter No 418, dated 25th May, with one charge of misconduet,

wlhich was only recenved
' and District Engineer’s endorsement thereon, dated 23th y e

-by me on.the 15th May,

May 1877 ithough called f
1 Defence of Overseer, No A, dated 30th May 1877, with three although calle or so
enclocures : far back as the 1st March
1 Yetter No 481, dated 2nd Jure 1877, from Onssvor Rvie 1877
“ (3]

2 Before ettompt-
e to extricate fromn thus
mcolicrent mass of acou-
gation, recrimation  and
utter disregard of orders,
some of the roore <pecif~
cf the charges brought
firwardbv Mr 1 xecutine
I'rqineer Lowry, I must explain to you the urcumstances under which T have been
compelledto suspend Overseer Serjeant Tydeman and to bring his misconduct to

notice

3 I first mspected the Qossoor Taluq 1 December last, when T was taking -
over charge of the district from Mr Norfor Among other works 1n that talug I
inepected the Kanasamoodram tank restoration, when I observed the unworkmanhhe
manner and the uiter want of management in the conduect of this work, and I enclose
a copy of myvremorandum to the Range Officer, No 1,054, dated the 22nd January
1877, which was elicited by a petition from one of the numerous contractors who had
been employed on tlus woik, and i1n which I distinetly directed that the Overseer

should be duly warned

Ofhcer with one endlcsure
1 Statetaent ot payments on acrount of work done vn the Jegoor
mmglus channel
I Fstimate for cumstruiting rougn bndge arvass Jogror surplas
charnel with plan of rongh brilze andthr e otherd «cuments
5 Tuspeetion Reports of the Overscer for Janaary, Tebiuary srd
March

1 Dunale of other vouchers and documents

4  Although I was n the Ocssoor Talug during the most part of December
. 1 was unable to meet Overseer Tydeman urtil I sent a ditinet order for him to appcar
S PV~ SUSRITE PRI et e i L e i e
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at my.tent at Muddegherry , when he did appear, he requested me to transfer him to
some ether part of the district on account of his health But knowing as I did that
hé had not been giving satisfaction, and as I was quite unacquainted with either
himself or Ius Range Officcr, I considered his removal from Oossoor at that time
would be most unfair to all concerned, besides being prejudicial to the diseiphine of
the district

5  About this period great exertions were being made to start Famine Relief
Works throughout the district Those in the Sub-division or QOossoor Range were
retained almost entirely 1n hands of the Revenue Department, and Mr Executive
Lingineer Lowry’s time was prineipally taken up with advising the Sub-Collector on
professional matters, and 1n endeavouring to collect information for some five or six
large projects, which 1t was hoped would find employment for the distressed popula-
tion of the Kistnagherry and Darampoory Talugs On the other hand almost all the
TFamine Relief Woiks, with the exception of a few roads and village 1mprovements,
were being vigorously taken up by the Department Public Works in the Salem aud
Tripatore Ranges, so that my attention was principally directed to those two ranges,

6 On the 22nd February 1877 Mr Lowry sent me a commumecation from
Overscer Tydeman cymplaining about some personal matter between himself and lus
tange Officer regarding the nspection of s bungalow by the Range Officer. As
Overseer Tydeman has referred to this in his defence, I enclose a copy of these com-
munications, together with my memorandum on the subject, and these will explain to
youthe spirtt which actuates Serjeant Tydeman’s conduct towards is Range Officer

7 Oa the 26th February 1877 Mr Executive Iingineer Lowry complained to
ne 1n his letter No 1,667 of the Overseer’s neglect of duty, disobedience of orders,
and mcompeteney with reference to work on the Allalum channel I atonce directed
him to call upoa the Overseer for an explanation of his conduct 1n wniting, and a copy
of this correspondence 1s enclosed

8 No notice would appear to have been taken at the time of my 1ustructions,
and the Range Officer continied to make sundry further complaints against the
Over eur’s works denu-officlally and 1 his nspection report, notably in his inspection
report for the month of March, the very unsatisfactory nature of which I duly
nutici d, and r quasted Mr Lowry to bring specific charges against the Overseer, 1if he
was dissatisfied with his conduct and was unable to get any work from him

9  Onthe 2Vth of Apnl 1877 Mr Lowry again complained of the unsatisfactory
conduct of Overscer I'ydemin4 anl, seeing that the man 1s evidently mcorngible and
that Mr Low:ty was disinclined to take serious steps agauinst him, I at once directed
Mr Lowry to suspend Overseer Tydeman forthwith, and to at once call upon him for
an explanation of his conduct 1 writing regarding the several charges brought against
bim 1n Mr Lowry’s two letters and also 1n his 1nspection reports  The results are the
voluminous documents, which I regret to be obliged to submit to you

10

The charges agamst Oyerseer Tydeman may be summarised as follows

lst —Neglect of duty and carelessness 1n the interests
amouuting to dishonesty n the following instances —

(a) —8elling 5,000 bamboos at Muddegherry before the sale had been
advertised 1n the District Gazette as ordered by the Range Officer |

. (&) —Over measurement of earthwork in the Chennathoor “tank by nsert.ng
m his measurements the lumped quantities given 1n the estimate,
mstead of making detailed measurements of the work actually done ,

(¢) —Paying Contractor Narraina Chetty 2 Annas per cubic yard for merely
sectioning the spoil bank of Jegoor surplus channel, and entering it

1 his accounts as excavation . °
2nd —Gross disobedience of orders 1n continually neglecting to carry out the
Range Officer’s instructions regarding the conduct of work, the prepara-
tion of plans and estimates, and the furmish.ng of wformation when

called upon for 1t, and for departing from sanctioned plans and estimates,

—
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3rd —Utter neglect of his duties and competency 1n the execution of K
his works y b

4th —Couspiracy 1n aiding and abetting sundry contractors 1n writing false
, . petitions against his Range Officer, and by assisung them with official
documents and official certificates when they were being prosecuted

for libel by the Range Officer -

.« 11, The explanations of hig conduct afforded by Overseer Tydeman are unsatis- )
factory, vague and often irrelevant . And from a perusal of the documents before
you, you will doubtless observe that the Overscer has hardly succeeded 1n disproving
any one of the charges brought against him -

i

12 From the 24th of May to the 4th of J une, I have been' engaged i

the Oossoor Talug, nvestigating these charges and 1 mspecting Overseer Tydeman’s 1
works  Several of the works have been disgragefully executed, especially— l
&

f

3

The Keelamungalum tank work,

The Veerapalasanatham tank surplus, .
The Yellareddy tank repairs, :
The Tully tank works, and

The Jegoor channel works

A great deal of these wall have to be done over agan, and I have no hesitation n
stating that Overseer Serjeant Tydeman has been crimunally negligent of lus duty, or
that he 1s utterly incompetent to have the charge of Public Works

13 Not only has the Overseer not endeavoured to make himaself acquainted
with the orders of his Range Officer -and carry them out loyally as directed in the
rules of the department and laid downin GO » No 3,397, dated 30th November
1875, but he has persistently disregarded these orders and endeavoured to thwart his
Range Officer 1n every way 'And I, therefore, consider that Serjeant Tydeman 1s 1n
no way suited for further employment in the Public Works Department

{
y
14 I am not acquamnted with the Overseer’s antecedents, nor do I know for ‘
what reason he was transferred from the Kistna to the Salem District , but, should 1t !
be decided to give um another trial, I must most respectfully, though emphatically, 3
protest against. h.s being employed any longer 1n this district, where he has proved d !

himself so worthless and obstructive, to say the least of 1f

L4 I 1
r

-

No 172 OrpER THEREON, 13th Jaly 1877, No 418 W

~ Orperep that Overseer Tydeman be remanded to duty with the 14th Haussars
The correspondence before Government clearly proves his negligence, incompetency, b
end disobedience to orders. :

2. The Government observe that Mr Lowry, the Range Officer, showed a want

of firmness 1n dealing with this Overseer t
: N

(True Extract ; -

-

-

Colonel, RE,
- Secretary to Government, P WD

v

To the Mistrict Engineer, Salem

»  Examiner of Pubhec Works Accounts,
Ixd E C Shuuker - N

Spare Copnes
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