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. Civil Works

Read the following paper —¢

ay
No 87. From W. § HARINGTON, Esq, District Engineer, Madura, to the

Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, dated Madura, 21st June 1877,
No 39

I mave the honor to forward copies of correspondence as per margin, and,

with reference to the action taken by

On;lOOI:IY of lgtst;; to the Collector, No 74,dated the Court of Wards, and to my letter to

st June
Oso opy of Cout of Ward's Prosedogs, No 450 o of Gioyesament a5 fo wbether
2,505, dated 31st May 1877 the '

e’ repairs and improvements to the

Dodinaickanoor Minor Zemindar’s house a4 Madura are to be completed under my

superintendence  If 1t 1s ordered that they are to be my best efforts shall be applied

to the task, and I trust that the work may soon be completed 1n a tolerably satisfactory

manner, but I earnestly beg that I may be allowed to employ such extra hands as I

may find to be absolutely necessary for the purpose—altogether independent of the

Range Officer and Overseer whose services, I with all deference subnut, cannot be
made available for this altogether extraneous work

"

L
From W 8 HARINGTON, Esq, District Engineer, Madura, to W McQUHAE, Eeq,
Collector of Madura, dated Madura, 21st June 1877, No 74

Your Miscellaneous No 47 of the 9th mnstans

The query put by the Court of Wards as to who 1s responsible for the grave defects in the
construction of the Bodinaickanoor Zemindar’s house 13 & somewhat difficult one to answer
After wading through the mass of correspondence connected with 1t, I find that Colonel Rolerts,
when Supenntending Engineer of the then 8th Divigon, ornginally undertook at your request
m April 1872 the repairs to the *bungalow,” theZ estimated to cost Rupees 1,780 only
On the 19th of that month, in reply to your letter, No 680, dated 16th 1dem, placing this sum
at his disposal, Colonel Roberts states that, on inspecting the bwlding, he found 1t 1n such an
© 3 Chockslngam Pillas now employed as a Sub-Oversoer unsatisfactory state that the sum provided 1n

1 the Meylur Talugq the estimate prepared by the Overseer® was
msufficient, and requests to be 1nformed if a

further sum of Rupees 2,000 “or so ” could be allotted I donot find your reply to this letter s
but that it was rephed to 1s mentioned by Colonel Roberts in his No 2,281, dated 12th Augusé
1872, with which he forwards for sanction a third estimate, this time for Rupees 12,000 * for
maling the place a proper and fitting residence for a young gentleman of the minor’s social
osition and means’ 18 sum was_sanctioned by the Court n the following month (Septem.
er), and they approve of the plan  In December 1878 Colonel Roberts forwards to you with his
No, 3,899 a fourth estimate, amounting to Rupecs 28,100, 1n Lieu of that just alluded to, the
excess over 1t “1s principally due,” he states, “to the thorough reconstruction of the ,front
bullding wstead of the additiona] story as was ongmally ( *aded,” The Consultmg Architect
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to Government now first appears upon the scene, for Colonel Roberts states in paragraph 5 of
his letter that be “thinksit nght to add that the new design for the frontage has been kindly
furmshed to me” by this officer In your No 41, dated 14th Jenuary 1874, you ask whether
this large estimate cannot be reduced, adding that when you approved of the undertaking

ou “ had no idea that any such sum as Rupees 23,100 would be asked for from the Court of

WVards”> Colonel Roberts 1n huis No 4,413, dated 20th 1dem, states that any reduction of the
estimate 1s impossible, and gives lhus reasons, adding that “all the details of the estimate were
very carefully gone into by Lieutenant Greer, R I, who took particular painsin prepanng a
supentor_description of brick for the main buildings ” The Court of Wards in therr Miscel-
laneous Proceedings No 1,437, dated 25th February 1874, sanction thus estimate, which on the
21st of the following month 1s forwarded to Supervisor Mooneappah Pillai, then in charge
of the Madura Range, ¢ for vigorous prosecution,” the remark being added that, “considering
the large amount of the sanctioned estimate, 1t must be distinetly understood that there must
be no excess on the estimate ” On the 2nd of February 1876, Colonel Fischer, who had suc-
ceeded Colonel Reberts as District Enginecr, submits with his No 434 a comparative statement
showing that a further sum of Rupees 4,815 15 required to complete the bulding, and remarking
that « Colonel Roberts had ordered several changes to be made’ Ile was unaware on what
grounds, but m paragraph 3 Coloncl Fischer states that, at the request of the minor and
with your approval, he (Colonel Fischer) ordered “ certamn changes to be made, and so long
ago as May 29th, 1675, he directed a revised estimate to be prepared, which was only sent to hum
on the 18th instant” (sic), and he concludes his letter bv requesting sanction for the amount of
Rupees 4,815, “so that the work may go on at last ”* For these two last years Mr Paynter hag *
been the officer entrusted with the execution of the work,  Soobroyaloo Naidoo, ” a very careless
and extravagant man, being the working Overecor

2 On the 8th May 1876 your successor, Mr Dlss, forwarded this estimate of Rupees 4,815
to the Court of Wards, who in their reply sav that * before sanctioning 1t they desire to be
informed 1f 1t provides for everything required > Mr Daynter 1s desired by Colonel Fischer on
the 18th 1dem to answer this query which Le does on the 21st to the effect that 1t would have
provided for everything required, but thit some danivze was done (by & storm) on the might of
the 15th May, necessitating a further expsnditure of Rupees 480, for which accordingly an
estimate 1s submitted , this sum Coloncl Y isclor 1nformus Paynter in reply should be met
from ¢ savings or the ordinary five per c¢rt on *he <anctioned amount,” and addressing the latter
agamn on the 28th of June he says, 1n reply to a question from that officer dated the 7th 1dem,
that the rewised estimate of Rupees 33,46y * yaaudes for everything requred towards
completing the Bodinaickanoor Minor Zer.adar's bungalow at Madura,” though he evidently
labors under the apprehension that bota work and secounts are not in quite a satisfactory or
explainable state, as he remarks that ** the ¢ mjarative statement shows the omissions m the
ongmal estimate, the alterations mad: hy (‘olone] Roberts, and the additions made at the
request of the Zemindar,” and that he kas “ endeasoured to get & full account of the exact cost
as well as I could from the state of the wo Ls, vl I trust the work will soon be finished for the
above sum ” From the above date tLe wuik spjeais to have dragged 1ts slow length alon
Rupees 610-13-5, bemng the expenditure of fovr months unreported upon by any one till the Sti ¢
of November last when Colonel Fischer visited 1t, and remarhing on the dilatory way 1n which 1t
was bemng conducted requested the Range Offcer (Mr Paynter) to explain how it was being
carried out I do not find any answer to this question, but on the 6th Aarch last, I having
taken charge of the district from Colonel Fischer on the 18th December previous, I was requested
by you “to state when the Bodinarekanoor Mmor‘Zemmdar’s Liouse will be read); for oceupation.”
On the 9th of March I forwarded copy of your memorandum to Mr Paynter for immediate
report, that officer replying on the 231d idem states that “ the work was stopped by um last
January at the personal request of the Consulting Architect Being much harassed with other
work at the time I did not inquire what Mr Chisholm’s powers were, and if he was in charce of
the work , but from his authontative action I concluded that he, and not I, had charge of it

3 After this long preamble, which I have deemed 1t necessa k
wnformation of Government to whom I refer the entire question as I cgngg t!}lxli‘]ftlfxzz ttllx]: fal;l;
acquamted with it inits various phases, I have now to state that T have not understoodyzmd
do not now understand, my position with regard to the comstruction of this bulding ,The
District Engineer 18 apparently held responsille by the Court of Wards for defects 1n 1t:: but the

occasions (perhaps on more) and gives

and the Depart t
Distriet Engineer under whose orders they both are and who may hzvelja;nlélel?agl o(t)lrgsii?l tfliz
more mmportant work for them to attend to not being even referred to I am’ sure that the

Consulting Architect who 13 a personal friend of m.ne and whose w

. a L ork d
lqmld 1n hugh estimation deemed that he was not out of order 1n giviny ihe:f: mgfﬁxzﬁ;salegflst % .
do not find any where on the records that he had the authonty o? Government for giving them

4 T presume that when Colonel Roberts was first ashed (apparently as a kind of favor) if

Le would undertake the repairs onginally estimated to eost but Rupees 1,780 he acquiesced

because the work was tnfling and could be done and supervised by this department. It seems to

+
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1 have entirely escaped his notice, and I may add that of the Court of Wards and yourself that
the extensive improvements and alterations aftermards estimated for and amounting first to
Rupees 2,000 extra, then to Rupees 12,000, then to Rupees 28,100, and finally to Rupees 33,460,
and on which Colonel Roberts would appear to have entered con amore, taxed far too much
of the time of the one Public Works Department Officer and the Departmental Overseer who was
then 1n charge of the town works A few months after Colonel Fischer took charge of the
district , this one man was ordered to look after both town and taluq works, and from that time
the expenditure gradually decreased, Rupees 16,170 having been spent wlile Colonel Roberts
was Supermtending (or District) kingmneer, and but Rupees 9,630 during Colonel Fischer’s
izcumbency  Doth officer and subordinate had their own legitimate duties to perform, and very
heavy and multifarious they were and are, and I presume to state positively my opimon that,
to absolutely ensure the proper construction of the building, it should have had the undivided
time and attention of an officer or superior upper subordinate specially deputed for the purpose,
{ even when the fint revised estimate of Rupces 12,000 was sent in  Had this been done, and his
salary charged 1n whole or i part to the Zemindar’s estate the work should have been quickly
carried out to completion, the cost would not have been what 1t 18 now likely to be, and the
Zemmdar would have been safely housed in his new domucile long ere this

-

5 I do not consider that merely because I am District Engineer of Madura I am bound
Ly any action of Colonel Roberts,” and 1 thunk 1t due to myself to notice the results that have
ensued from that officer’s action, neither can I think that I am under the orders of the Court of
Wards, the Consulting Architect, or yourself I say this in no carping or cantankerous spint,
Lut I eay 1t nevertheless, and i _soliating the orders of Government regarding the completion
of this bmlding I have respectfully requested them, 1f I am ordered to supervise it, to allow me
to employ such extra superintendence as I may find to be necessary—the work to be directed by
a thoroughly good and experienced upper subordinate or overseer who shall have this work and
tlas only to attend to

6 I can only reply to the question put by the Court of Wards as to who 13 responsible
for the grave defects in the construction of the bulding by stating that the upper wall of the
back verandah alluded to in the first part of Mr Chisholm’s letter to the Court as unstable 1n
the highest degree was built in 1876, at which time Mr DPaynter was the Range Officer who
supervised its construction, and Overseer Soobroyaloo Naidoo ”” the working subordinate

) 7 With regard to the remark made by the Court, as per margn, if I am the Distriet
Erngineer referred to, I must entirely disown
“ %hﬁdCothierf recentlw; given m(;im:;wt\get%ﬁt:x the mnpeachment, as already stated the work
wlding had Ve n carefully ing was stopped immediately after my armval in
E?S; ?lzrﬁ:n dq%?&%’}kc E:ﬁﬁﬁ?“r?&nfileh’?ﬁfféﬁ?e;‘éﬁ the dlstnpct by Mr Chisholm’s orders and has
with Mr Chisholm s report, and consder that the execu- pever been resumed I paid only one, and
tion of the work 13 not at a’\’ll creditable to the officials that quite a non-official, visit to the bmldmg
who have been engaged on it with _you on the 1st of February last, but I
did not examine, much less “ personally inspect,” 1t I may have remarked casually to you that
some of the work was fairly done, whichit was, butas I knew nothing whatever of the buildin g
and had not looked at any part of it, nor even at the plan and estimate, conceiving as I then
did that it was entirely under Mr Chisholm, any remark I may have made was not made 1n
my official eapaeity I was not ashed for my opinion on the whole work as an Engineer, Civil
or District, had I been I should of course have called for plans and estimates, and have gone
very minutely mto the question, and I hope and beheve that 1n that case the defects which have
attracted Mr Chisholm’s notice could not have escaped mine I in fact noticed others on a
somewhat careful mspection of the work this morning

s . o S
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Proceedings of the Court of Wards, dated S1st May 1877, No 2,505

From R F CIISHOL)Y, Esq, Consulting Archutect to Government, to the Secretary, Court
of Wards, dated Madura, 4th May 1877

Wi1a reference tothe Court’s Proceedings, dated the 12th ultimo, I have the honor ta state
that T minutely nspected the DBodinaichanoor Rajah’s residence both yesterday and to-day
The particular pomnt wluch caught my eye as being unstable during my last visit I have now
no heatation 1n pronouncing unstable 1n the haghest degree It 1s the upper wall of the back
verandah I enclose a sketch elevation and section 1n order that the Court may themsclves
judge of the unstability The verandah consists of semi-ciroular arches ina 15-inch wall
supjorted by upnight stone columns rough dressed varying mn diameter _from 8 mnches to
. 10 inches and set on end  Ilearnt on the work that this portion actually fell in May 1876, and
. I regret to say that it has been bwlt up again without any alteration of design  The official
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report states that the wall was “ blown down,” but the meteorological observations both before
and after the 16th of May do not appear to exlubit nnything unusual  The Overseer states that
the verandah fell because the roof was not on, probably assisted by a gust of wind.

Rav Wixp
Date -
! Inches. m‘zflg?:; , Direction
' 8t1ﬁ . . 0000 85 SSE
9h .. w | e 53 |E byS
/_\ wh . S| 0| 63 [SbyE
AP /_\ # ] lth - e (11 46 S ‘J
12th oo « | 0340 ¢4 South,
o 13th . 10000 | 54 [SE by8
// \ { 4%1 . . 188 59 SwW
5t . 0 7 8W
S // 16th . .| 0106 68 West
17th ... 0000 | 34 |W bys
18th .o oo 81

The roof will hold the top of the wall and by 1ts weight wall prevent any catastrophe until
the centre of gravity moves without tLe Lese wher the whole thing will again collapse

That this action 18 slowly go.ng cn I am convinced from the following measurements
accurately taken by myself. There are fcur of these columns and piers I measured the point
A at the top of the verandah and the pomnt B above the pillar cap

over every colurn -

Alove the first pier A measured 8' 84" & B 8’ 10}”

- ,  second . 8'0y",, ,, 810"
é_ AL o] »  third .’,' 8 95° ’,, :, 8’ 103"
»  fourth ”

8 93", » 811y -

applying a plumb = bob for confirmation, I found “ ”
arrlyng o plunb = every pier “ buckling  to the extent of from

The plan which shows no details of any kind nevertheless has ecirel ked for this
verandah 1 foot 6 inches 1n diameter, and the Q 1reles Iarked Ior
dimensions wero doparied from - e ‘ e Overseer could not satisfactonly explain why these

Considering that the piers of the lower back verandah are now bearmg 2! ¢
superficial (3 tons I consider the maximum safe weight for country brick) I wougld ;xogn:fvi;ef:ﬁg
Court to attempt to remedy the defects pomnted out by supplementing the arches with triplets,
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and so throwming more weight on the lower piers I would recommend the substitution of the
plan which I now submit for wooden supports and venetians The specification describes the
work 1 detail

The orgmal drawing1sso meagre that it will be 1mpossble in my opinion to furn out
aneat preco of work, I have therefore made out a drawing correcting as far as possible defects
which I noticed  The staircases are thrust away in corners, and at present the Overseer has a
somewhat vague 1dea of how the roof 18 to be reached. The ends of the house are dead walls
whica convey the 1dea of a State Prison  Asthe object of the Court 1s to get the work out of
hand without additional cost, I have allowed these matters to stand unaltered

Pending the decision of the Court T have requested the Executive Engineer and the Over-
seer to go on with the work of the bungalow withir: the compound.

i —

Counu~icaTeD to the Collector of Madura who will report who 18 responsible for the grave
defocts in the construction of the Bodinaickancor Zemindar's house The Court were recently
given to understand that the bulding had been carefully inspected by the District Engineer and
the work pronounced to have been ¢* very fairly done *> The Court cannot reconcile this statement
with Mr Chisholm’s report, and consider that the execution of the work 1s not at all creditable
to the officials who have been engaged on 1t

2 The Court are much obhiged to Mr Chisholm for his inspection and report, and durect
that hus suggestions be adopted and hus instructions strictly adhered to.

(True Copy and Extract )

Signed) C. A. GALTON,
i Cign Sub-Secretary.

Mscellaneous No. 47.

CoxuricaTep to the District Engineer who tl}f réaqueste;i 1? ad.nswer the quest;on asked by
. e Court of Wards and to follow the directions
With thres ongunal enclosures {0 be returned. contained in paragraph 2 of the Court’s Pro-

. ceedings
SHAWBAGANOOE, (Signed) W. McQUHAE,
9th June 1877 Collector.
+» No 88. OrDER THEREON, 7th July 1877, No. 372 W.

Tre Government do not consider that the District Engineer can properly or
satisfactorily supervise such work in addition to his legitimate duties ~They wall
not, however, object to the Government Architect being asked to scrutinize any draw:
ing or specification which may be prepared for the building.

2 The establishments already employed under the supervision of Public Works
Officers have, 1t is presumed, been paid for by the estate,

. * (True Extract.) .
) . Colond], R.E,,
Secretary to Government, P.W.D.

To the Dustrict Engineer, Madura.

,» Consulting Architect

" Courtof Wards -

»  Revenue Department. N
Ezd. C. Howarth. ) Lo
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