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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

29th June 1877, No. 330 W

General
Account

Read the following paper —

No 294 From Captamn L CONWAY-GORDON, RE, Exammer of Public
Works Accounts, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart-
ment, General Branch, dated Fort St George, 20th June 1877, No 48 W

I mave the honor to forward, for the information of Government, copies of
correspondence that has taken place between the Accountant-General, (Pubhc Works
Department,) and this office relative to the 1st paragraph of G O, No 983, dated 20th

March 1877

2  From this correspondence 1t will be observed that some mconvenience will
be caused 1f the strict letter of the order of Government be adhered to The Objection-
able Ttem Last 1s at present an extract from the registers of objectionable items, which
have to be maintamed 1n this office under the orders of the Government of India, and
1t makes all the difference between a sumple copy and the preparation of a new
statement, whether certain 1tems are or are not left out

3 The object of placing the objectionable item before Government 18 as much
to acquant them with what s objectionable as to obtan their orders thereon, and
should 1tems be omitted simply because they are not 1n a complete state to be disposed
of, Government will remain imperfectly acquainted with the full extent of the
wrregulanity to be dealt with I would also pomnt out the tendency, should such
items be omitted, of officers delaying their explanations i order that the item may not
be entered 1n the statement submitted to Government

4 Tor these reasons, I would suggest the continuance of the present practice
of :ncluding allitems; Government reserving their orders on those with regaid to
which the information 18 incomplete until such time as they may reappear in some
later return with all the information necessary to enable Government to pnally dispose
of them

From Captan L. CONWAY-GORDON, R E, Examner of Public Works Accounts, to
the Accountant-General, Public Works Department, dated 11lth May 1877, No 14 A

I mave the honor to forward you the Objectionable Item Statement under Provincial
submitted by me to the Local Government, for the month of January 1877, together with GO,
No 1,144, dated 3rd May 1877, passed thereon (both to be returned), as also a copy of paragraph
I of GO, No 983, dated 20th March 1877, referred to theremn

2 My object 1n referring this case to you1s to learn the precise meaning to be attached
to the first sentence of paragraph 31 B of Standing Order No 24 of 1874

3 This office has hitherto held that the Objectionable Item Statement was to include all
the objectionable stems remaining unremedied, and 1n this view the Objectionable Item State-
ment has always been a mere transcript from the regster

The local Government, however, appear to consider that the Objectionable Item Statement
gubmitted by the Examner should contamn only such unremedied items as the Lxaminer and
Supemntending Engineer cannot dispose of, or regarding whuch they differ 1n opinion
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2 Posric Worgs DepartyENT, 201H JONE 1877, No 330 w.

4 TIn the view of this office the List would contam all items regarding which the Audit!
Notoe had not been returned, while 1n the view of the local Government all such 1tems would be’
excluded . ;’;

5 I have scoordingly to request you to instruct me fully on this pomnt, for it has appeared,
to me that, 1f the view of the local Government be correct, & Superintending Lngineer has only;
to delay mdefinitely the reply to the Audit Note to avoid the:irregulanties in his arele ever;

}

comung fo the notice of Government

T o

I'd

———~

R E, Examner of Public. Works Accounts, dated 26th May 1877, No 300 G.
I mavE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No 14 A, dated 11th May 1877

9 You are perfectly justified in including m an Objectionable Item Statement any 1tems of
which you think the local Government should be mformed, and any wregulanties which yo
may consider are not being stopped sufficrently quickly by the Supenntending Engineer )

38  But when irregularties, though actual, are tnfling, and not of a nature requiring to be,
reported to the Government of India, the local order you have recerved would justify you im '
disposing of them yourself, asit exempts you from the “responsibility of bringing them to the
notioe of the local Government, when you do not consider them to require special treatment A

y
H

From the Accountant-General, Publio Works Department, to Captain L CONWAY-GORDON}
4
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No 295. ' OrDER THEREON, 29th June 1877, No 330 W.

Usper the circumstances explained 1n this eorrespondence the Governor in
Council will not object to the mclusion of any items of objectionable outlay except -
those of very trifiing amount It should, however, be understood that complete o
information will be obtaned as early as practicable Tt should rarely happen tha
any item appears 1 two suceessive statements without the fullest explanation
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CFLUM TVE EK‘MINﬁ$,P.W.ACCOUNTS.

} ACPAS, «

3

TG TC SECEFTARY TO GOVLFNILNT,

PUBLIC TOF¥S3 CFPAKT 12NT,.

N GENERAL BRANCH,

wou 448 IV

FOFT STeGEORGE,ZO0TH,#UNE TE77.
e
W
pA

SIR' /
1 HAVE THE FONOR T0O FORWAMFL FOR THE INFORYATION OF

GOVERNMENT COPILS OF CORRESPONDENCE THAT HAS TAKEN PLZACE

N

{ Pe Ve CEPARTHLNT .
4

PET®FEN THE ACCOUNTANT GENERAL Y AN

-

THIS OI''ICE RELATIVE TO THE IST.EﬁﬁA OF G40. MNOeQz2 CATED

COTF«MARCH I&ET77.

Lo TROM TEIS CORRESPONCENCE IT WILL BE CRSERVED THAT

.

’4
SQFE INCONVCNIC’;* WILIL PE CAUSED IF THE STRICT LLTTER
. J'i-@tq - ;:'..;lﬁ N

:pF*THE‘ DE RO COVERNMENT BE ACHEFPED TO. THE ORJECTION-

ARLT ITEM LIST I3 AT PRESENT Ad EXTFACT "FO4 THE REGISTERS
L]

OF OBJCCTICNAEBLE ITCMS "HICH PAVE T4" BC MAINTAINED IN

THIS Ot FICE URDER THE CORLERS 0Ot THE GOVERNMFNT OF INDIA,
ANEC IT MAVES ALL THC CIFFERLNCE BETWEEN A SIMPLE COPY AND
<

TIE PRI PALATION OF A NE¥W STATEMENT, "HETHER CCRTAIN ITEMS

AT OR ATE NOT LEFT OUT.

-

THE OBJECT OF PLACING TFE OBIFCTIONAPLE TITE'!

Y
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CEALT *ITF. I WOULD ALSO POINET OUT Th TENDENCY, SHOULD SUCk
*

X TTEMS PE OHITTED, OF OFFICERS FELAYIX;

EYR EXPLANATIONS 1IN

CRCER THA FE ITEM MAY NOT BE ENTEKE
THAT T ¥ ® IN THE STATEMENT 3uB-
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MITTED TS GOVERNHENT,.
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SERVING THEIF ORDERS ON THOSE “WITH RLGAgp
TO WHICH TFE INrOFHe-

ATION IS INCOMHPLETE UNTIL SuUCry TIME AS
THEY MAY REAPPEAR IN
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ENCLO. NO. I

COPY OF A LITTER FROM TEFE EXAMINLCR,Pe” ¢ 3CCOUINTS,

T THL MACCQUNTANT GENLCRAL PoT LCEPARTMENT, MO, 14 A,

CATED

YITH,MAY I877.

I HAVLC THE HONOR TO FORWARL YOQU THE OQOBJECTIONABLE
ITEM STATEMENT UNPER PROVINCTIAL SUBMITTED BY ME TO THE

LOCAL GOVERNMENT I'OR THE MONTH OF JANJARY I~77, TOGETHER

%ITH GeOs NO.II44 TATED PRDLHAY IR77 PASSED THEFEON (%OTH

TO BE PETURNED‘; AS ALSO A COPY OF PARA I OF G,0. HKQ,QR2

CATEL ZOTH.MAFCH 18797 REFERFLD TO THEREIN,

-

2 MY OBJECT IN REFERRING THIS CASE TO YOU IS TO

v

LEARN THE PRECISE MEANING

TO BE ATTACHED IO THE FIRST

SENTENCE OF PARA I B, OF. STANCING OFDEFR NO.24 OF 1574,

. THIS OFFICE HAS HITHERTO HELUT THAT THE OBJECTION-

AND IN THIS

4 TJTEMS FREIRATNING UNREMECLIETD, vYIE™
%

THE O®RJEC-

o}

TIONABLE IT:EM STATEMENT
¥

i
‘Y“ROM THE REGISTER.

HAS AL™AYS PCEN A MEFE TFANSCRIPT

A

THE LACEL GOVERNWFNT MOEVER APPTZAR TO CONSILLP

TYFAT TPFE CBJCCTIONAELE ITEM STATEMENT SUBMITTED PY THE

i
CXAMINER SWOULD CONTAIN ONLY SUCH UNFREMETILCD ITEMS A3
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- E EXAMINER AND SUPERINTENCING FNGINEER CANI T CISPOSE
t
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4o IN THE VILCT OF THIS OFFICE THE LIST "OULD CONTAIN ALL

' ITEMS FEGAFDING WHICH THE AUCIT NOTE HAL NOT FEFN RETUERNELDL,

i "YAILE IN THE VIEY C% TPE LOCAL GOVLTNMFNT, ALL SUCH ITEMS 7OULD
: BE EXCLULCLEDR,

- v
" £ I WAVE ACCORDIMGLY TO REQUEST YO TQ INSTPUCT ME FULLY

TEAT
' 01l THIS POINT, rfOR IT HAS APPEARLCL TO MEAIF THE VIEYW OF T¥FE

) LOCAL GOVEERNMENT RBE CCFEECT » SUPLRINTENDING EMGINEEF HAS ONLY
{ To TELAY TNPLESINITECLY THE FEPLY TO THE AUTDIT NOTE TO AVOID THE
[
1Y

IRRCGULARITIES IN HIS CIRCLE EVER COMING TO THE NOTICE OF GOVEERN-

MENT.
i ENCLO+NO. 2,

COPY ¢F A LETTER FROM THE ACCOUNTANT GENERAL, Po?oDEPA?T‘

. MENT TO THE EXAMINCR,Pe%¢ACCUJNTS., NQeJOC.Ge PATED ZCTH,MAY 1877

>

3 I HAVE THE BONOR TO ACKNOVLELGE THE RKECEIPT OF YQUR LLETTER

NOeI4 Ae DATED YIITHGIAY IET77.

Ze YOI ARL PERFECTLY JUSTIFTIED IN INCLUDING IN AN OBJECTION-

AELE ITEN STATEMENT ANY ITENMS OF "HICH YOU THINKX TFE LOCAL

12 e ey

COVERNMENT SHOJLL BRI INFOFMED, AND ANY IREEGULAFITfCS ¥HICH YOU
MAY CONSITEP BARE NOT BEING STOPPED SUFSICIENTLY RQUICVLY BY THE

SUPERINTENLCINSG ENGINEER,

' BUTY WHEN IRREGULARITIES, THOUGH ACTUAL, ARE TRIFLING,

¢
)

| AND NOT OF A NATURE REQUIRKING TO BE FEPORTED T THE GOVERMNMENT

CF INCIA, THLC LOCAL ORCFER YOU HAVE XRECCIVED =OULD JUSTIFY YOU

IN DISPOSING OF THEM YOURSELF A8 IT FXEMPT3 YSU FIrOod THE RES=

o

-4 PONSIBILITY O BRINGING THeEMN Ty THE NOTICE OF THEZ LOCAL GOVERN-

MENT "HEN YOU D9 NOT CONSTLCER THEM TO RCQUIRE SPECIAL TREAT-

R THLM
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1 MENT \ %
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PeWe CEPAFTMENT.
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