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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works, Departient,”
30tk January 1877, No. 292, -

Ay

‘dated ‘?Gth January 1877, No ™5 Wi—

*

' From .o LA'I‘HAM Esq., Clnet' Ennmeer and Mana"ex, Madras Irrmahon and
: Canal Company, to Liettenant-Colonel J. MULLINS, B.D Chlef Encrmeer S

| for Trrigation, dated Kurnool,  19th January 1877, No. 6

cos r .Decembers Peporis co » - S

I HAVE the honor to forward per book post copies of the Upper and Lower
Division Reports, together with my own for the ‘month of December 1876 Wxth cOpy.
of No. 10 of 11th mstant to the Actmo Collector of Kurnool. L

X

MADRA.S IRPIGATION A\TD CANAL COM:PAW ‘ e
Urrnn Prvision. : ‘ o

Monthly Report Jor December 1876.

. R
gy « <
.

Ul ]

_ No. 600. Read the following endorsement of the Chlef L‘nnmeer for Imgatmn, o

§

Wares was 62 on the gauge in the river above the Soonkesala head-slmce, or 4 0 ieet |

* below the anicut crest on the 1st of the month, - It fell to 47 or 55 below the crest by the 31st.

In the canal it has fallen from 51to 41. At Jupaud 61 miles, 58 chams, it has fallen " .

from 5 2 to 4'4. | |
» In the canal below J utoor ‘anicut 93 mlles 59 ohams, it has been 50 all the month untll the
30th when Mr. Dunphy.altered it to 4:0. IR e g
9. No rain has fallen. L ' AT R
‘ SO . ACRES," .
The total of the first and second elass crops 1s Cwerr et e B8,420042
" The dry crops flooded "~ oo e e et e e 2544301 '
Making a total of wwre oee e e e e 3387243

Ay November o.ccount gave a total of e = vee wee fees - 26,715:90

.Exccss now shown 1s.. . ‘ - e e 7,156:53 "
8. Itis probable that by the end of Ja anuary there wﬂl be o still further increase, when I, .

- hope every field in the x'ﬂlaﬂea under the czma.l n my range will have been exa.mmed und entered

»

correctly. :
© 4. A statement showing the area 1rmga’oed in e'xoh vlllao-e is appended It is to be

1,er\-ret’ced that the complete return of irrigation called for up to the 31st December 1876 cannot
be wiven here, but the unlooked for increase and continued applications for water even, up to this

date as well as other causes have rendered the accurate refurn nnposable It wﬂl, however, be ..

_ ready in fow days. Five additional writers are employed in my office in copying the returns,

and con51demble increase has been made to the staff in tho field. It is, however, daﬁ‘xcult to get
men v.ho are of much use at this special work without at least a year’s training. -

Moreover, the rolief works seer1 to have swallowed up all available hends, s there are now
250, 000 coolies supported on Government Relief Vv orks in the Kurnool District which, at one

* moistry per fifty coolies, represents 5,000 wnters or overlookers, bemdes many extra hands

t

\V‘«‘

required for other purposes. .
5. Unfortxmately the relief Works wero be"un on the pnncxple that the coolies wete not

; S " oblized to- work, amd they have generally
- Nt ;;zretgwgig;& u};s to miille of Novemer m°f°h carried ouf the idea as much os possible. The.
. -"., ponsequences of this® j  stem are that not acooly

can be obtained for canal work unless we pay double the amount given on the relief roads, and

" payment is demanded every evemnv I do not beheve the men would doa qua.rter day 8 work
-4

. oo ~ ¢
o - El

3
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Prooeedmgs of the ]l[adms Government, Publw Works Department,
- , 30t/c Jcmuar y 18717.

e e
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now. In fact; it may be considéred that for work: the coolies of the district are utterly demoral.
" ized, and the effect will be felt for a long time in any future works which may have to be carried
N out here. Endeavours are now being made to get more work out of them. Itisa great mistake
I to mix able-bodied' workmen with the old and useless. I see some of the hardest working
«coolies accustomed to quarrying, blasting, and all kinds of heavy work, sitting on a road and
Diored . patting it with their hands ; onee when the maistry in charge endeavoured to rouse them, they
3& @157—»“_;{1 e laughed in his face, nor did they move as I rode by ; so certain were they of getting their 4 ay's
e m i wages or food. .
T - 6. It will be of great importance to ascertain the sta.te of the dry crops ralsed entirely b
irrigation ; it is almost {00 early at present, but by February some crops of white cholum wﬂﬁ
- . . 'beripe and I shall be able to make inquiry throughout all my villages. 'As far as T have see
. the appearance of the fields is very assuring, and abundance of cholum straw will be obtain ?{
~+ As the worst feature of the famine is the mewtable loss of cattle from want of grass or gt °
L that which we save below the canal will be a very great boon to the country. It i py br;w
that the ryots under the canal"will save most of their cattle, and thus be able to resulx)no hle
work on the first appearance of rains, Elsewhers in the district it is probable that (;]theu-
will be idle, as nearly a Il the eattle will be dead. * The sale of bullocks in Kurnool 11(1:) land
* great that the coolies find it eheaper to buy meat than grain, a bullock selling for Rg a; een a,
eat the flesh half raw, and no doubt increased the sickness which was then raging g ) They
. Nearly all the rice ih Kurnool has been' harvested ; the straw alone was ildmong them,
prices, most of it was retained’ for the use of the owner of the fields. T trust that Gf: b fabulous
will have no cause to remit dry crops assessment on any fields watered by our Overnment
, where a man had the option of taking water and refused, he certainly does not g, nal; indeo
bt In the interest of the public good he ought to have been made to sow somethl E8eTve remisgion.
‘ g on the land in_

‘ " " his possession. " A

' 7. One cause for the delay in gotting the accounts &

‘ " .* inability of the Curnams to attend when measurements ofngeni;:?;;()vt:f l}?my last Teport, the -
P Nundial tuluq nearly every one of these headmen refused ¢, attend t the °being taken. 'In the
i when he was measuring in their villages. The Tahsildey when, applied {;eQuest of my§
‘ ~ment orders regarding relief works prevented them from attending 4 said that the
, depend entirely on the village accountant for g register of the ; ungatlo m;ga.tmn details.
. the Rules XII, XIIT, XIV, XVI, and XVII, more especially fogr ] hon, ept in accordance wity
absence of any such registers and 'the deficiencies ; 1n others haye throtidry crop ﬂoodmgs, the

. . subordinates; many of these men quite new to the vdlages in which th
, ch they o

?

.

ik

'
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urveyor
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As we
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more, more dry crops would have been flooded.
8. The health of the staft has been generally good, b

9. The staff were paid from the 2nd to 19th Novem 12 fow cages Of fover occurred. .

ber 1876, !
S e oy
) . - : “- - N C'Onserz,ancy L'ngmeer . 3
\ : . o LOWER DIVstoN »,' o - b
Roport for the Month, . ?
Tmz‘ average sup 1, QfDecember 187 o .
ply of water to 6. o
.the month, whils the demands from it h:xlfl: bIelo o D‘men hag been | ) | ?
d Tho two rivers whih Kavo £ ot en mcreasmg day by mﬂlntalned throughout %
Iy 88 in prévious’ months, and i has U8 Mainly supph d th v “
@ ini

down : been no
portmn of the water which reaches J utooreisyd
¢ad workg ¢

ort gation have remained ' }

0 l:ilahe up for the loss by sending
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‘

2’
.,,w ’é%wvs*
et
,&::fﬁg .‘&ﬁ*’-‘ﬂ&k

e wim ,‘f‘;‘%‘&#

'“A: .‘uu?
T

& s 4/;..
ﬂgr % hﬁ‘a 24 ﬁi xi{»:*kjrﬂ;
g %«@»

«‘?’M \-rv’kt'a‘hv 3

653
2

"y PE S .
R ATy s A ‘k‘-"ﬁ’“
' "‘x?)_’v‘r- v et ol o g‘

L b \) i w s

2 & ey
% “}? gm.'a‘,’#% i:w "*
f* VK' ﬁ'.w_, 'i .a },‘ﬁsdr
’I‘s ",‘xna?' ,« i
ynwg 1%, X _gsf_‘ S _gi_ i
3 4“’ ' Ty o E -

,

e

AP o R L 1D

= e Sl

fan e e 4y

e =o

+

T

by

f

-

~

L m e
LN oy e
LR S

AR
)

Proceedzn gs of the ]l[adms Goverummt Pzd)hc Works Departmmt
30th Jcmuar/ 1877 No. 292 -

ot "

o

1t for the head sluices at the aicuts wlneh cross these rivers 53 and 87 miles d;stant Tespeoc-
txvely . In the canal itself the regulation by hand of the water through the twenty-six locks
requires great cars and watohfulness. The démands for ‘watér between these locks and from the,

v

head works sluices constantly fluctuate, and the control of all canonly be in the Divisional Officer’s .

hands, who has to constantly issue written orders which sometunes occrupy da,ys in transmission
to their destinations. Ilad the telegraph been restored much oorrespondence and prendltum :
of time as well as anxiety would have been saved. o o o :
There seems every probability of the domand for water next Beason bemg as’ great a{, it is-
now, and for that alone the telegraph would be a great aid. .-
There has been o rain this month. - 1 enclose i returns, - e .
. The weather has been cool, the thermometer standing at abont 84° n doors a.t mxdday,

with an oceasionally clondy sky unusuel for December. - .
Irrigation is extending every month, and quite regardless of the uneerta.mty of the supply

after December the ryots are still busy sowing. . ¢ - L
T enclose an abstract statement of urlf*n.tmn in the Lower Dmgmm I have ndded to ta
. column giving the estimated increase for the next month. . o

Tt will be seen that the dry erop irrigation in the Cuddapah District is smalL o
. This may be attributable to several causes, but hardly to any fault of the ryots, who are -

DOW makmf’ up for Jost t1me by imitating their nelghbours }ngher up, reou.rdless of any fanmed

risk

All the tanks comm:mded by the canal, tx\elve in number, hc.ve 'been ﬁlled 'whlle the

nyaouts of six others have been supplied direct. . . .
While the ery for water has been spreadm and w}ule it has been my utmost endeavour to

make the bost use 'of the compamhvely insignificant quantity. at my disposal, the ryots have
" teen greedily and forcibly endeavounng often mth success to monopohze ali the water in the

-0

‘channels.” K, .
- Such outrages ‘as forclbly taking possession of a channe] and all the water, dnvnw 'rhe i

1 A 1 M ¥

'bﬂ.nlxer in charge of a channel from his post frequently by force, destroying the dams made in

_ water

f

'the channels by the, Company, and other lighier offences, are mumerous ; and yet ryots are
constantly complaining to the Deputy Collectors and Ta.hsddars of non~supphes and insufficient
quanhtxes of water to their villages; sueh complamts are t0o reachly heard and are mva.mably
forwarded to me w1th long effusions dllamng on the supposed deﬁclency of supply, for it i is too
much. trouble to ascertain if such.complaints le true; but no reference is ever made to the
_probable cause of the deficiency, with which ione but the  native officers should be better
acth.mted They know how unscrupulous a ryot is, and how totally regardless he is of truth
and justice if he be thwarted or piqued. They must know that ‘with such a large supply of .
copstantly in the channels for such & small aTes irrigated, such phenomena ag defifiericies . :
and total failure of supphes to “villages con only oceur by acc1dent to the works, or mterference

v

mththem. . ‘ ' _— .
I have frequenﬂy complamed of the la‘dar to them and have instituted oriminal cases

against some offenders, but hardly wilh success, at least thh refmrd to checkmg the IaWIess
mterferenha with the channels.
I instituted & case againsta body of ryots of Yallur for enhrely dammmg up a main channel
w;rluch had to gupply several villages, and who were armed with battle axes which they threatened '
to use agalost any banker or other employés who atternpted to thwart them i in their intention
to take all the water. Mr, W. Johnston (Range Officer) and the' Overseers expost ulate d mth
. the men, but without success ; 80 sumMmohses were taken out against them. .
The tdse occupxed the canal officers time for nine days, and the offenders were' Pumshed
£ 10 Rupees each. One of the defendants meedmtelv after the case wrote 8 Petltmn -

2 ”’

mth a fine o
compl:nmng of insuflicient supply of water,

« .. ;
et - v .

The Mftgxstrate of Nundial commentmo on the ca.se wrote to me to the eﬁ'ect that prosecu- ' )

tions would detet ryots from 1rr1gatmg I have suoceeded in getting other ryots pumshed, 'but
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30th January 1871, No. 292,

i,
-

i ’ I fear that, until they ar‘e treated with more firmness,
T . rights.except their own. Ch o
C o . The ryots of a village close to the one mentioneq

IR,
e 10 3
ki

g

reaching their village and the banker who had enden;

Department,

- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Publie Works

they will not 1earn to respect any body’s

- ' . above recently complained to me person-
ally that the Reddi of another village and others had effectually prevented all the watfr from

i et} W ORI o, T T ety T f o
o -

‘

+

. Proceedi;zgs of the Madras Governinent, Public IV orks Department, -
| 30th January 1877.  No, 292. |

v

4

; p a
later standing dry crops. So completely did the :
that had a shower of rain, say 3 inches, fallen at & critical time at .the end of N ovember, half,
or in some villages two-thirds, of the revenue due for irrigated lzmd‘ would have been lost. As
it is, the growth of the crop was certain proof of the use of .canal water. . It is clear_that more

»
vy

Revenue De

partment fail to register irrigation, -

) voured to regulate it was
the banker the next day and told him to caution the interference tiujyots, but h:s ;ﬁsis(tevgrzzxi
The next day I sent two of my lascars with the banker ; the ryots in this case allowed g .
to divide the water, but as soon as the lascars left, my men

they proceeded to und
caught in the act by my men who returned with that object, undo

The Range Officer, Mr. J o‘ﬁnston, reporled to me to.da 10 :
- - th : e
- village of Sirwell he discovered a mass of irrigation under y (10th) that while inspecting the

. . a channel whi :

possession of, and for which no application had heen mads o my ‘I’)o ;;1 so%: ryt)tgé h:;ll ;a;:;:
Johnston that the Tahsildar had given them take the ‘wates . - ;i r_);t;l f .
900 acres have been irrigated on this system. ) 8 village alone

The villagers undefr the canal may be cousidered to be in g very. Prosperous conciition the
crops being very good indecd. It seems {0 me Swrprising that instead of a ryot irri""'ting’ o
whole of his rain-sown crop, he has merely taken water for pat L 8

ches ; this is o}
every village. Patehes ; this is the case in almost
A man out of a field for perhaps 40 acres g

pplies for v}ater f
and loses the remainder entirely, and I suppose the land assessinen: rf:ragee "

field is lost also because the owner of the fleld chooses to abandon the rt: I'najor pa.rt'of th.é
crop, as he doubted the instructions issued ang circulated by Governn, tce a.mty‘ of saving .lns
of dry crops. - o eIt concerning the saving

At present the famine does not show itself very stronol )
number of old and helpless creatures who may be seen ﬁeggiix:e?t by the unusually large
o

masses of people clustered on the roads look anything but staryeq , 8 the large villages, The

their work, and were

Permission to

saves the 4 acres

well-dressed snd wearing jewels which would furnish meg]s for ma;lths majority of them being
well-to-do people with flourithing crops under the canal, Y days.  Somg of them are

I have been quite unable to get a single cool

y tO Wol‘k 3
request for a gang to complete s channel which Inde

pend
T made to gy, enlly on the ¢

anal, and a

s

SREANERRE ke B

English assistance is wanted on the canal before arother season arrives.

The first rain we have had for two months sccurred thres 7c‘1ays a’go_.' It v\lrals only 0-08

3 - inch, but it laid the dust pleasantly. 5 A U .
: . B - (Signed) ~ J. H. LATHAM,

| AR ’  Chief Enginem: and Manager.

' ' o \ v
.
s . .

. ao
w . ‘
‘ L

Returns of Ared cultivated under the Canal, 187:-77, wi&/&\ special view to cstima{z'ng‘apprarif:
o the food grains when harrested.”

'

L mat ly the quantity ann{ pész’tz‘on

'
|
4 '

N

- k : sildar
5 away a few days back, The Collecior of Cudiy ork with, g those T ¢ ol Was never
2 - to work on o channel, and they executed wop), E ot my Yequest Placed Were only taken
% the usual quantity. ke "'}’011,1: 0ng yo 3 3903 of relief coolies
w;*w " , : The great distress is gt Present 4 . rthe Tupee instead of sisteen,
nese B - brought out of & villgee w1 10085t the a1, »
repic- & s ace Wluch h L ca‘ttle . .
oy W ) illo® g ad died gf ) ’ eﬂ!‘ly In the -
: RN villade told me the village had |, on Starvation the samy month I saw two buffaloes
- g L . . A 0 3l ) ne .
f’;iﬁ:‘% : £ There is BOW 4 great deq] of et thirty from, the tome morning., The Curpam of the
&ui% P suddemy. : : ‘ fover and cholep,” about, CIt:.use. "y
i : N , . Yeverseems to have get in rather
e@,&ﬂg}; g L and ifl‘mlem was I')I'Omoted by the crow dine and. ‘
%mﬁf%? (. " Tll:al:)w :hSMng Heelf in the villages, Freless armangements adopted on the roads
S R P Orst part of the ge T
i { . & ﬂSOn 15 et t .
P inquiries ang. ot 5 o0 403, the el began & ff ®d almost entirely by this source ; e¥e
s eard of such gy onePerson I have questioneq p 1l & month ago. I have made masn¥
) rices of grain .re members such a disastrons year, nor have they
Ties broyg: 2 stationgpy. ; o “
. gell; b.ht up om adrasf Ty, ﬂnd the employés ﬁnd o o ’ The '
: SCHIDg Price, . | or them hqg been distripy d 1t difficult to purchase 9ny.b 3
.CAMPATYA_LL - uted ot & much less oost than the bazss
- ooz, ‘ ,
o * 1 th January 1877 . . .
: S B ) " (Signed)  J. 0. DUNPHY,

.
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attended to, perhaps because there werg ng tools to v, . 8 Sirwe]] Tak
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M ' REcorpED ARiAS TO 318T i -EstiMaTeED AREAS FOR |
. ‘ ' Decemser. o JaNvaARY. . i ‘
" . ' o '
Talug. ' | 'Wet and o ‘Wet and Dry ' o ;
. <l - |} Garden |Dry(rop.| Total. }| Garden Cran. .| Total. [
. Crop. | ., . . [ Crop. P« ‘ ‘i
. . Ve B . J - [ LN - 1
o LU ACRES, ACR'S ACBBES, |l ACRES. | ACRES. | ACRES.
T T e Sl Tesars|  so94] 1835720 500 | 500 |. 1,000
R‘“”*‘“f“; s s Ll 4395471 12,02:08) 1845765 (| .. 3,000 | 3,000 ,
Nundikotkur . ee e T el 08917 | 124909 1657906 || 1300 | 11500 2,700
E.‘;‘;:‘;h“‘ oo ol 260970} ITLTO1| WTIETLI L) 3432 | 3432
- Koilkuntla o ee|| 653331 4,9°69) 534302 .. 572 672
: * " Total Kurnool ..|| 11,592-45 | 47,39-71| 58,932-16 | 1,700 | 9,004 | 10,704
S T sstren| omrer| 67949 |- .. | Liss | L1
}“d“tu‘}“&du o o U Tsesa | 1883 213662 .. 420 | - a0
Cuddapah Tataq oW Ui sase00| 1,2800] S11400f .o 836 | - 836
. Total Cuddapah .. (| 7.75641| 632370|13,98011 ] .. | 2,400 | .2,400 o
ST Grand Tetal . 53,6341 11,404 | 13,104 {l Totalacres
‘Grand Total to 31st January 1877 S| seoneer
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K " The actual saving to Government by the provision in the least accessible parts of the

1 Z A district of such a food-supply, which would otherwise have had to be brought perhaps from
3 . America, is about £500,000. o ‘ ’

oo . ) The revenue derived by the Company will be about—

[ ~——

Ve o

¥ !

kc.d

r

RS

¥ : _ ‘ ) RS,
2 i On 17,450 acres rice at Rupees 5 e e .. 87290
d X ; ' » 3150 ,, gardenat, 4 ' - 0 .., 12,600
4 » 64,800 , dry at, 2. e e e - 1,29.600 .o
[ C Total ... 2,239,450
'y u oL Deduct remissions, say ... 11,450
v Lo N e, ' -
§ - ‘ ' ' Probable Revenue ... 2, 18,000 or £20,000

. : This will cover working expenses,
such of them at least as circumstances
be out of pocket by the canal this year.
o ’ Sinee the 1st January the supply to the canal has fallen at the rate of a foot a-month.

To-dey (18th) there were only 3 feet flowing over the Hinds

: y ‘ y aqueduct, when, at 11 a.m,
o a telegram arrived from Major Hasted from Bezwarah asking me to close the canal. By
1 pa. all the twelve scouring sluices in the 17th mile had been opened, and the passage of

water down the canal was limited to what escaped through or over the stone dam in the 17th

mile. Mr. Wilks is trying to get a 3P1'011ﬁse of‘relief coolies, or, failing that, of prisoners,

to close the canal tight in the 19th mile to-morrow. 8o closes & season on the whole satisfactory.”

* The Government are now feeding at imperial expense a third of the population of Kurnool _
Distriot. This could scarcely have happened had the ryots and Government mot sacrificed the
o whole of the first crop, which the canal might have matured, by irrigating their fields and

: filling their tanks respectively, This infatuation fortunately did not extend to the second crop,
204 1 about a quarter of which will have been reared under the already failing water-supply of the
s ' Toombudra. - . : o T :
. Not ten years ago I have heard men standing highest in the Couneils of the Madras
: , Government, in both Publio Works and Revenue Departments, argue that such works as this canal
' . ‘may not be considered imperial works, and cannot soundly be constructed except as local works ;
and that unless the rates realized by such works pay 5 per cent. on the outlay, the -outlay
is wasted and cannot profit the country.” Just now one can hardly conceive such an argument : -
to the effect that no other such canal as this ought to be constructed from Imperial funds, until '
this eanal pays 5 per cent. on its prime cost added to interest up to date. :
‘BE N # " Had the expenditure of five millions sterling on this canal, the Bellary Project, and the two
SR reservoirs been completed, and the water supplied to ryots at a rate to pay cost of distribution,
g0 as not to atlempt to pay guarantoed interest with it, but simply to ensure its being used by
_« the ryots, then the Government might have brought within the Ceded Districts all the
“ 5 million sterling worth of grain which they now have to buy (or give others money to buy)

80 that it is satisfactory to know that the shareholders,
have not compelled to sell out recently at 80, ‘will not

would then have had to buy it, I only say that had the canal been constructed with their
reservoirs as proposed by the Company, the Government by the middle of this year would have
incurred & debt of 5 millions for food supply of the Ceded Distriets, and would have that worth -
of tanals and a brisk trade, and & mass of money in the districts; whereas now they have

an incomplete canal worth 1§ millions, but lying nearly unused, a set of unsystematized,
nbridged new roads worth about £300,000, a paralyzed trade, a mere remnant of the necessary:
P | stock of bullocks, and impoverished people. .

Kﬁﬁ 1 " Every effort is being made to hasten the mechanical processes of measuring, copying, and
&%mi:é-a a; sdding up the field returns ; little measuring remains except for wet crop and some of the
i“r‘@f{‘ ?\’f 1 ] X
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from abroad, and the nioney would enrich the country. Not that I mean to say the Government . _‘

-incurred or will incur a debt of 61 millions for the same object, and will this midsummer have
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