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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

15th June 1877, No. 243 W.

Buildings and Roads. .

Civil Works,
Read the following paper : —

No. 130. From Major ROSS THOMPSON, R.E., District Engineer, Presidency,
to the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, Buildings and Roacfs,
dated Fort St. George, 8th June 1877, No. 1,424. *

WitH reference to G.0. No. 194 W of 4th June 1877, I have the honor to
forward letter No. 407 of 6th June 1877,
i from the Executive Engineer, Adyar
Junction Canal, in which he states that he has in anticipation of sanction commenced
to flatten the slopes of some of the higher spoil banks, but explains that this will not

involve the purchase of fresh land nor emcroach on lands not already belonging to
the canal.

One original letter.

2. T believe the flattening of these slopes to be necessary and that reducing
them now will save greater labor and expenditure eventually ; I trust therefore that
his action in this matter may be approved.

3. He explains that he had commenced the construction of troughs to be erected

at the aqueduct and syphon sites in anticipation of the approaching south-west monsoon
but that the late rains fell so heavily and unexpectedly, he was unable to get theu’x
into position, and that, even had he succeeded, they would have been swept awa
during the storm. He reports that irrigation ducts are now being constructed, and
that they will be completed at an early date.
]

m Captain W. CLARKE, R.E., Executive En ineer, Junction Canal Works, ; -

Fro p’_[‘HOL!I]?SON » R.E., District Engineer,gPresidency, dated 6th June 1;97?{313\?:, 1}(?788

WitH reference to your No. 1,321 of the 5th instant, enclosingwertain instructions from
the Chief Engineer, I hav«_a the honor to state that, in anticipation of the Chief Engineer’s orders
I have taken the responsibility of having theg high spoil hank slopes made flatter or given a

reater slope, being convinced of the urgent necessity for carrying out such a modification as early
as possible before the south-west monscon falls; but before giving the Overseer orders to carry
out the work, I ascertained from personal examination of the ground that the alteration could ke
effected without encroaching on any fresh land or such that had not already been purchased
by Government; the orders of the Government regarding the undesirability of purchasing
pon-valuable ground will not therefore be affected by my having acted promptly on my own
responsibility, and I hope that the steps taken will be regarded justifiable under the exceptional

circumstances.

2. As explained in one of my former letters, no provision had been made for condueting
the irrigation channel streams across the canal, because their being supplied by the long or
Mylapore tank at so early & period in the year was not anticipated. I had commenced tn
construct & wooden trough with the view of erecting one at each of the syphon and aqueduet
gites prior to the advent of the south-west monsoon, but the heavy fall of rain during Mav
occurred so unexpectedly that there was not sufficient time to set up any description of water
duct ; however I am of opinon that had the temporary duct been set in situ, the whole would
have been swept bodily away, fo.r the volume of water that poured off the surface of the surround-
ing catchment area had a sectional area of upwards of oo square feet, whereas the trough
was only designed to convey across the canal the ordinary irrigation channe] stream of 9 to 10

square feet.
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2 Pesiic Works Drrartarest, 15tH Jose 1877, No. 243 W. ) 4
3. Arrangements are now being made to form a

noopen dnet on the crest of a temporary 1 Srel % %’&@1
earth bund thrown across the canal, which will serve the additional puryosr of keejing the ’ -
water out of the proposed syphon sites; their completion will Le reported on ot an early dste.
4. A standard plan for the storm-water overshoot will Le submitted as early as practicable.
* -

No. 131, OxpER THEREON, 15th June 1877, No. 243 W, |

His Gracre the Governor in O

ouncil considers the ocen
mereased width of spoil banks

! 1 hation of ground hy the
nopolitic, and directs th :
operations,

e discontinuance of such

=. He regards the explanation as to the non-

) Provision of dyetg for water from
the Loug tank to Mylapore as very unsatisf

actory,

3. The result of the neglect of the Executive Engineerto attend 14 this matter ’
and to provide the trough before cutting has been to throw 1pon Government the cost
T coustructing a.nd reMoOvING a4 new earthen buud, and t, deprive tho cultivators of
the advantage of the water,

(Truc Extract.)

Colonel, R.P,,

Schemry to Guvc:rument. WD,

e

To the Distri Engimnr,

reslilen 7-
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